
Six weeks separate a unique 2020 double for Michelin and IMSA, with 
a pair of Michelin Endurance Cup races held at Michelin Raceway Road 
Atlanta. After the six-hour TireRack.com Grand Prix last month, the 
10-hour Motul Petit Le Mans makes for 16 hours of IMSA WeatherTech 
Championship racing at the track. This track also features the most 
MICHELIN Pilot Challenge racing of the year, with the four-hour VP  
Racing Stay Frosty 240 last month and the two-hour FOX Factory 120  
this weekend.

All sessions featured ambient temperatures 80 degrees or higher, and 
track temperatures ranging from the mid-90s to north of 110 degrees  
per Michelin’s engineers. 

Drivers and teams sought to learn what they could in September but 
acknowledge the expected cooler conditions and nightfall at Petit Le 
Mans will differentiate the two races accordingly. Ambient and track 
temps can dip into the 60s and 70s during Petit Le Mans weekend. 

 GTLM’s OPEN  
TIRE STRATEGY

Tire strategy in the open-tire GT  
Le Mans class means the Corvette, 
BMW, Porsche and Risi Ferrari 
teams can adjust their range of 
proprietary compounds depending on the conditions. Tire selection  
often determines who wins once the sun goes down.

“The six-hour weekend was really hot, and we did well with our  
tire management there while our competition struggled,” said  
BMW’s Connor De Phillippi, who won the GTLM race with  
Bruno Spengler. “We had better tire deg. It’ll be interesting  
to see how we fare in cooler conditions.”

 MICHELIN RACEWAY’S  
16 HOURS OF ENDURANCE
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 GTD MANAGES HEAT,  
DRIVER ROTATION

“Tire management in an endurance race is something that plays a part 
without question,” said Bryan Sellers, who leads the Michelin Endurance 
Cup GTD standings with the Paul Miller Racing Lamborghini team. 
“Fortunately, here at Michelin Raceway, the Michelins tend to hold  
on well. 

“They did some track work on the back, with patching and sealant.  
That helped quite a bit. The worst bit for the circuit was Turns 6 and 7  
and it’s alleviated a lot of the issues.

“The obvious thing that separates the two races is the night running 
versus no night running. In the six-hour, the heat became more of an 
issue and how you staggered your drivers the right way.”

MICHELIN ENDURANCE CUP UPDATE

The Michelin Endurance Challenge weekend last month also marked the 
second round of the IMSA Michelin Endurance Cup. Points are awarded  
at intervals during the four longest races of the year. 

Class leaders through two of four races, with 22 more hours remaining  
at Michelin Raceway (10 hours) and Sebring International Raceway  
(12 hours), are:

 • DPi: No. 10 Konica Minolta Cadillac DPi-V.R

• LMP2: No. 52 PR1/Mathiasen Motorsports  
    ORECA 07

• GTLM: No. 24 BMW Team RLL BMW M8 GTE

• GTD: No. 48 Paul Miller Racing Lamborghini  
    Huracan GT3 Evo


