
The aptly named Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course lives up to its name in  
a different way in 2020. 

More than just a circuit in Ohio, it’s also the venue that marks the 
midway point of the adjusted 2020 IMSA schedule. Rather than its 
usual time in May, it has shifted toward the end of September. 

All three of Michelin’s IMSA race series plus the Michelin Endurance 
Cup are either at, or just past, half distance in their seasons.

Counting practice, qualifying and races, Michelin has completed more 
than 79,000 laps and 277,000 miles of competition in the first six 
race weekends of 2020. That data and learning helps drive further 
development for Michelin’s wide range of consumer tires. 

Teams and drivers have also set 20 new qualifying or race lap records 
this year, bringing Michelin’s total set since becoming the Official Tire 
of IMSA in 2019 to 110. 

Seven different automotive brands (Cadillac, Acura, Mazda, Chevrolet, 
BMW, Lamborghini, Lexus) have won a WeatherTech Championship 
race, and six (Mercedes-AMG, Audi, McLaren, BMW, Chevrolet, 
Hyundai) have won a MICHELIN Pilot Challenge race. 

This weekend marks Michelin’s busiest IMSA race weekend of the  
year with four races. 

Following the Michelin Endurance Challenge weekend at Michelin  
Raceway Road Atlanta, the WeatherTech Championship resumes  
with its standard-length race of 2 hours, 40 minutes in the Acura 
Sports Car Challenge.

MICHELIN Pilot Challenge races twice with a pair of two-hour  
races, one apiece on Saturday and Sunday. The Prototype  
Challenge series returns, as well, for the first time since  
VIRginia International Raceway.
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• For the first time since the 2020 IMSA season restarted in July,  
Michelin and IMSA have selected the softer of two compound tires  
in the classes where only one compound is utilized. 

• DPi teams will use the semi-confidential IMSA Medium tire, and  
GTD and GS teams will use the commercial MICHELIN® Pilot® Sport  
GT S8M tire rather than the S9M tire. 

• Much of the 2019 weekend was spent with cloud cover, rain and cold 
temperatures. Michelin engineers recorded ambient temperatures  
from a low of 50 degrees Fahrenheit to a high of 69 degrees during 
Sunday’s WeatherTech race. Track temperatures weren’t much warmer, 
as they hovered from 53 to 85 throughout the weekend. The 2018 
race was similar with ambient temperatures in the 60s and track 
temperatures in the mid-to-high 70s.

• Mid-Ohio’s track surface grip evolves frequently throughout the  
course of a day. It’s considered very slick, which tests the limits of  
tire adhesion and performance. 


