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Two against one may not seem like a fair fight, unless 
the one is the single car Risi Competizione Ferrari team from 
Houston, Texas. 

Based at the Ferrari of Houston dealership in southwest 
Houston, the independent team enjoys a close link with Ferrari, 
but nothing approaching the expansive digs, large crews and 
full on two-car factory efforts from BMW, Corvette, Ford and 
Porsche that it faces every race in the IMSA WeatherTech 
SportsCar Championship GT Le Mans class. 

And yet, seemingly despite the odds, the Risi Competizione 
Ferrari team has been one of the most consistent winners on the 
international motorsports scene.

Leadership
 Without question, the team’s success flows from its leader, 

Giuseppe Risi.
 “Giuseppe Risi is a fantastic man, he has a big passion for 

motorsports,” says driver Giancarlo Fisichella. 
“It is nice to work with him. He is a quiet guy, but he wants 

to win. Sometimes he encourages us to push harder. He knows 
the effort necessary to win. He is a great man. He gives us 
maximum effort.” 

With legendary team manager Dave “Beaky” Sims and 
technical director Rick Mayer overseeing the day to day 
operations, the small, but close knit Risi team is second to none 
in its preparation and attention to detail. 

Quiet Team, Shouting Record
While Risi, Sims, Mayer and the popular team and drivers 

quietly go about their business, their record virtually shouts out 
their success.

The team is a three-time class winner at the 24 Hours of Le 
Mans, where it finished second to Ford in 2016 after a race long 
battle. They also have four wins at the 12 Hours of Sebring, and 
three victories in the season ending Petit Le Mans, including the 
2016 season finale. 

With more than 220 race entries over its 16 years, the Risi 
team has a 42 percent podium rate, including both the 2017 
Daytona and Sebring endurance races and an 18 percent win 
rate.  

One against Two… and two and two 
and two

“I absolutely enjoy racing here in the IMSA Championship,” 
said Fisichella. 

“It is a fabulous series. I like the atmosphere here. The level 
of competition is really, really professional. You have the factory 
teams from Porsche, Corvette, BMW, and Ford. Racing against 
them is a big challenge.”

So just how does the Risi Ferrari team manage to be so 
successful against the bigger factory teams?

“We focus on one car, it is not easy,” said Fisichella. 
“It is tough to race against them. We have no reference. We 

can’t share data with another car. We don’t have a sister car. It 
makes every practice important.

“The Risi team is very professional. We have lots of good 
mechanics, the crew is fantastic, especially on pit stops. The 
team is always quite well prepared. It is a good team effort and 
everyone does a great job.”

The Drivers 
 “Ferrari is one of the most well-known names in the world,” 

said Fisichella, a three time winner in Formula 1, and longtime 
Ferrari factory driver. 

“For an Italian boy to drive for the Ferrari factory is a dream. 
Since I was very young, I always wanted to drive for Ferrari.” 

Joining Fisichella aboard the Rosso Corsa (racing red) No. 
62 Risi Competizione Ferrari 488 GTE is co-driver Toni Vilander 
of Finland. Vilander won the 2014 GTE Pro World Endurance 
Championship with AF Corse. 

They are joined at the endurance races by James 
Calado of Great Britain. The Fisichella, Vilander, Calado 
combination took the victory for Risi at the 2016 Petit Le 
Mans and podiums at Daytona and Sebring in 2017. 

 “I have a lot of experience racing with Toni,” said 
Fisichella. 

“We have won Le Mans twice together (2012, 
2014 with the AF Corse Ferrari team from the 
FIA World Endurance championship series). We 
are good friends. Our co-drivers are all very 
professional, really good. All are Ferrari factory 
drivers. They have a lot of experience.” 

“I think we have a good chemistry and that’s 
always important for an endurance race,” said 
Vilander.

“I think we are a good combination of drivers 
and we know the car very well. We all get on and 
we drive with similar set ups,” added Calado.

COTA, Le Mans and more
Following its “home” race at Circuit of 

The Americas in Austin on May 6, the Risi 
team will prepare for a return to the 24 
Hours of Le Mans where they led long 
stages of the 2016 race before finishing 
second in the factory dominated GTE-
Pro class, outrunning the Porsche, 
Corvette, Aston Martin teams, the 
WEC based Ferraris and three of the 
four Ford GTs.

 “It’s always an honor to 
be invited to Le Mans,” said 
Giuseppe Risi.

 “Our little team has 
shown it can battle against 
the factories with a well-
prepared car, excellent 
crew and drivers, and the 
determination to succeed 
in endurance races.”

FERRARI’S  
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Giuseppe Risi was not happy. One of the most successful 
team owners in sports car racing worldwide was almost in 
tears as he met with Karl Koenigstein of Michelin at the 2008 
American Le Mans Series Sebring winter test.

The Michelin Way
In other forms of motorsport or single specification classes, 

race fans may occasionally see a tire engineer make a few 
pyrometer readings on a tire and hand a slip of paper to the 
team before heading to the next car on pit road. That isn’t how 
Michelin works.

Michelin approaches its IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship and Le Mans programs in a very different 
manner. 

“We embed an engineer with each of our technical partner 
teams and they become an integral part of that team,” said Ken 
Payne, who succeeded Koenigstein as the motorsports technical 
director of Michelin North America in 2012. 

Back to that Sebring Meeting
The Risi Competizione Ferrari team was flying high, having 

claimed the 2007 American Le Mans Series GT manufacturer, 
team and driver championships and eight GT class race wins, 

but Koenigstein had just advised Risi that Michelin would be 
moving its engineer, Robbie Holley, to a new prototype team 
for the upcoming season. 

“You can’t do this!” said Risi. “We love Robbie. Robbie is 
part of our family.”  

“I know that you love Robbie, and he has done a great job,” 
said Koenigstein, “but there is no easy way to do this. We need 
Robbie on our Prototype program.” 

He then opened the next chapter. 
“We have a really good young engineer, Matt Hanlon, to 

work with you,” said Koenigstein. “Matt is very bright. He’s a 
graduate of Virginia Tech, and he likes to win, too. You will like 
Matt. Please give him a chance.”

Risi agreed and with Hanlon as the Michelin tire engineer, 
the Risi team reeled off GT class victories at Le Mans and Petit 
Le Mans in 2008, and followed that by sweeping Sebring, Le 
Mans and Petit Le Mans in 2009.  

Sebring Deja vu
So, the Risi team was riding an amazing streak of five 

consecutive major endurance wins when Koenigstein came 
calling again during the 2010 Sebring winter test. 

When he entered the trailer, Giuseppe Risi was one step 
ahead. He immediately pointed his finger and laughed as he 
said, “NO! You can’t take Matt! We love Matt; he is part of our 
family!”

They shared a laugh and a promise that Hanlon would 
remain with the team through for the first part of the season 

Giuseppe Risi: 

WE  ARE
FAMILY
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and Le Mans. Sure enough, the Risi team won Sebring to extend 
its incredible run to six consecutive majors.

Where once Risi was the only factory linked Ferrari team 
racing with Michelin, before long all of the Ferrari factory 
GTs had switched. Today, all of the Ferrari teams in the 
WeatherTech Championship GTLM open tire class and the 
FIA-Word Endurance Championship race on Michelin tires.

Keeping Secrets 
 The Michelin engineers embedded with each 

technical partner team do not share data with other team’s 
Michelin engineers. Each strictly maintains total confidentiality 
on their respective team’s race plans, set-ups, tire use, and team 
information.  

Payne and Holley, now the race operations manager, are 
the only two in the Michelin group who know what is going on 
with every car. 

They synthesize the data and provide direction based on 
the total picture to each engineer, who then works with his or 
her team to optimize that technical partner’s chance of success. 
They also monitor developing weather, track conditions or 
safety related issues. 

 “We want all of our teams to perform at the highest 
possible level while respecting our prescribed operating 
conditions and extracting the maximum value from our tires,” 
said Payne. 

“And all of our engineers love walking back to the Michelin 
compound after having helped their team win the race.”

Still Rolling
Today, with the Ferrari 488 GTE, the Michelin engineer at 

Risi Competizione is Michelle Phillips (pictured left with Risi’s 
Rick Mayer), a graduate of Clemson University, a Formula SAE 
Racer and championship winner in her own right.

“All of our Michelin engineers; Robbie, Matt, and later, 
Evan, have been quite good,” said Risi’s legendary leader Dave 
Sims. “Michelle is terrific. In fact, she may actually be the best 
tire engineer that we have ever had.”

With a strong second place run at the 2016 Le Mans 24 
Hour race, a victory at the 2016 season ending Petit Le Mans 
and podium finishes at Daytona and Sebring to open the 2017 
WeatherTech Championship season, the Risi Ferrari-Michelin 
combination is on a roll.

“Michelle is a valued part of our Risi family and I think 
Giuseppe will lock the door of the trailer if he sees Ken coming 
to take Michelle away!” said Sims.

And that is how Michelin races. 
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FIND THE RIGHT 
TIRES FOR

YOUR FERRARI

Vehicle
Model

OE Tire Sizes

MICHELIN® Tire Fitments and Part 
Numbers

Pilot® 
Sport 
4 S

Pilot® 
Super 
Sport

Pilot® 
Sport 
PS2™

Pilot® 
Sport 
Cup 2

Model Option Front Rear Front Rear Front Rear Front Rear Front Rear

458 Italia 235/35ZR20 (88Y) 295/35ZR20 (101Y) 33211 50466 07688 28274

Speciale 245/35ZR20 (91Y) 305/30ZR20 XL (103Y) 10412 48442 11490 96057

Spider 235/35ZR20 (88Y) 295/35ZR20 (101Y) 33211 50466 07688 28274

488 GTB  245/35ZR20 (91Y) 305/30ZR20 XL (103Y) 10412 48442 11490 96057

Spider  245/35ZR20 (91Y) 305/30ZR20 XL (103Y) 10412 48442 11490 96057

599 GTB 19” 245/40ZR19 XL (98Y) 305/35ZR20 (104Y)

GTB 20” 245/35ZR20 (91Y) 305/35ZR20 (104Y)

GTO 285/30ZR20 XL (99Y) 315/35ZR20 XL (110Y) 71509 19605

612 Scaglietti Standard 245/45ZR18 XL (100Y) 285/40ZR19 (103Y) 91157 09710

19” 245/40ZR19  XL (98Y) 285/40ZR19 (103Y) 36814 09710 00736 29722

20” 245/35ZR20 XL (95Y) 285/35ZR20 (100Y) 22358 26716 90983 90864 11490 00080

Run Flat 245/45ZR18 XL (100Y) 285/40ZR19 (103Y)

Run Flat 245/40ZR19  XL (98Y) 285/40ZR19 (103Y)

California 19” 245/40ZR19 (94Y) 285/40ZR19 (103Y) 36814 09710 00736 29722

20” 245/35ZR20 (91Y) 285/35ZR20 (100Y) 22358 26716 90983 90864 11490 00080

California T 19” 245/40ZR19 (94Y) 285/40ZR19 (103Y) 36814 09710 00736 29722

20” 245/35ZR20 (91Y) 285/35ZR20 (100Y) 22358 26716 90983 90864 11490 00080

FF 245/35ZR20 XL (95Y) 295/35ZR20 XL (105Y) 72844 25083 20206 9045

F12 Berlinetta Standard 255/35ZR20 (93Y) 315/35ZR20 (106Y) 48527 79340

Run Flat 255/35ZR20 (93Y) 315/35ZR20 (106Y)

tdf 275/35ZR20 XL (102Y) 315/35ZR20 (106Y) 34965 79340

F430 Scuderia 225/35ZR19 (84Y) 285/35ZR19 (99Y) 12877 44057 63973 29422

GT4C Lusso Standard 245/35ZR20 XL (95Y) 295/35ZR20 XL (105Y) 72844 25083 20206 09045

T 245/35ZR20 XL (95Y) 295/35ZR20 XL (105Y) 72844 25083 20206 09045

Spider 225/35ZR19 (84Y) 285/35ZR19 (99Y)

Run Flat 225/35ZR19 (84Y) 285/35ZR19 (99Y) 84453 10332

LaFerrari 265/35ZR19 XL (93Y) 345/30ZR20 (106Y) 44621 70264 54687 65438 24523 26204


