
LIME ROCK PARK

FOUR IN A ROW FOR
THE FAB FORD 
CAN THE BLUE OVAL CONTINUE THE STREAK AT LIME ROCK
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RIGHT  
SIDE OF

THE FENCE
BENNETT BACK TO WHERE IT BEGAN
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INSIDE THE FENCE
One of the most successful racers in the IMSA 

WeatherTech SportsCar Championshio began his racing 
career here at Lime Rock Park peering through the paddock 
fence hoping to someday find his way inside its confines. 

Jon Bennett went to high school in Newtown, 
Connecticut, about 90 miles away. 

”I spent many a day peaking through the fence at Lime 
Rock when I was 13-14 years old  trying to figure out how 
one day I could be in there,” recalls Bennett.

Fresh from a victory at Canadian Tire Motorsports Park, 
Bennett is no longer on the outside looking in. He is the 
owner of CORE autopsport, a five-time IMSA Prototype 
Challenge (PC) class championship team and former winner 
here at Lime Rock.  

CORE is also the entrant for the powerful Porsche North 
America factory GTLM team.

GETTING STARTED
“I did my first racing school, a Skip Barber school, here at 

Lime Rock when I was 17 years old,” said Bennett.
Bennett raced in the Sports Car Club of America 

(SCCA) for 18 years while building his business, Composite 
Resources, a full service composite engineering and 
manufacturing company devoted to high-speed problem 
solving for clients in defense, aerospace, medical and 
motorsports. 

Bennett was looking to move into the former American 
Le Mans Series (ALMS) when he met Morgan Brady. Together 
they shared a vision for building a successful team.

FINDING THE RIGHT SEATMATE
In building the CORE autosport team, Bennett and Brady 

planned to enter the Prototype Challenge (PC) class with its 
single specification cars and Pro-Am format. 

They targeted a hot young driver from Texas named Colin 
Braun to co-drive with Bennett. 

“I was coming off success in sportscars and NASCAR and 
then back to sportscars,” said Braun, now just 27 years old.                                      

“I told Jon and Morgan that I wanted to win races and 
compete for championships. That was what they wanted and 
were prepared to build a team to do that. 

“We have built consistency over a period of time and we 
have produced wins and championships together. It’s been 
fantastic.  We all really click.” 

INSIDE THE LIME ROCK FENCE
“Lime Rock is one of the toughest tracks that we race,” 

said Bennett. 
“This is the shortest track that we race (1.474 miles) and 

there is not a lot of time to catch your breath.
“The track is very busy and requires total concentration. 

It keeps you busy both physically and with all the traffic.  
Frankly, I am always glad to survive the race here without 
any mistakes.” 

TEAMED WITH PORSCHE
CORE has also achieved considerable success as the 

entrant and logistical partner for the Porsche GTLM team. 
The 2015 IMSA WeatherTech Championship GTLM Class 

Manufacturer and Team champions are based at CORE’s 
Rock Hill, South Carolina headquarters. 

“It was amazing to be selected by Porsche to support 
its factory North American team and even more important 
is that they recently extended our agreement,” said 
Bennett.

The Porsche driver line-up includes 2015 GTLM driver 
Champion Patrick Pilet, 2015 Le Mans 24 Hour race overall 
winners Nick Tandy and Earl Bamber, and international 
star Frederic Makowiecki.

This will be the first time that the factory dominated 
GTLM class has been on the IMSA program here at Lime 
Rock since 2013.

DRIVING SUCCESS
In the WeatherTech Championship PC and GT Daytona 

(GTD) classes, Pro drivers are teamed with non-Pro drivers. 
The pros are all pretty close in speed, so the key to 

success is often determined by the performance of the 
lower rated “sportsman or gentleman” driver. 

Braun credits Bennett both for putting together a top 
team and for his performance behind the wheel. 

“Jon has a tremendous work ethic. He has a 
tremendous desire to always be better,” said Braun. 

“The effort he puts in to continuously improving has 
been a big part of our success. He is a naturally talented 
driver and we work well together.”

Jon Bennett started out looking through the fence 
hoping to find a way into the Lime Rock Park paddock.

Now, he and his teams often stand on the podium 
inside it. 

RIGHT  
SIDE OF

THE FENCE
BENNETT BACK TO WHERE IT BEGAN



FLYING THE  
FORD FLAG

EXCEEDING
EXTRAORDINARY
EXPECTATIONS

One of the keys to  
success in racing and in life 
is managing or exceeding 
expectations. 

Heading into the 2016  
racing season, Mark Rushbrook, 
global technical director 
motorsports, Ford Performance, 
was asked to deliver on an 
extraordinarily difficult goal.

The mission for the Ford GT 
motorsport’s program was to 
celebrate the 50th milestone of 
Ford’s historic win at Le Mans by 
winning the GTE Pro class at the 
2016 Le Mans 24 Hour race. 

“Our goal was to win Le Mans 
and that was our focus, but my 
expectations were a bit more 
modest,” said Rushbrook. 
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THE CHALLENGES 
Rushbrook’s expectations were 

tempered by the reality of taking on the 
best from Corvette, Porsche, Ferrari and 
Aston Martin with a brand new car and a 
team that had never competed at Le Mans.

As race day dawned for the Ford GT’s 
competition debut at the 2016 Rolex 24 
At Daytona in January, Ford exec Raj Nair 
predicted that sometime in the next 24 
hours an engineer would report, that they 
had never seen “that” happen before.

It took less than 20 minutes for him to 
be proven correct as Ryan Briscoe pitted 
with the car stuck in gear.

Briscoe and co-drivers Richard 
Westbrook and Scott Dixon returned to the 
race many laps down, but as RACER.com’s 
Marshall Pruett later revealed, rather than 
simply circulate, they experimented with a 
variety of fuel mileage settings and driving 
techniques. 

Three races later they scored the 
Ford GT’s first victory at Monterey when 
Westbrook stretched his final stint. 

Next, came Le Mans. 

LE MANS STORYBOOK
It is difficult to overstate the 

anticipation for Ford’s return to Le Mans, 
50 years after the original Ford GTs had 
swept the podium. The Ford GTs were 
the buzz in the lead up to the race and 
seemingly every major Ford exec and 
family member was on hand.

Ford rolled out four CGR entries, two 
from the North American based IMSA 
side and a pair of European based cars 
competing in the FIA World Endurance 
championship.

“My personal goal was 
to win a WeatherTech 

Championship race or two and 
be reasonably competitive at Le 

Mans,” said Mike O’Gara, sports 
car team manager for Ford Chip 

Ganassi Racing (pictured left).
“CGR goes to every race in every 

series with the goal to win, and we 
prepare accordingly.

“Still, racing a brand new car at this 
level of competition and never having 

raced at Le Mans, we knew that there 
would be a steep learning curve.”

Unlike another major manufacturer 
that arrived with great fanfare the 

previous year, Ford remembered to bring 
front running cars. 

The Ford EcoBoost twin-turbo V6 
engines were flawless and the stunning GT 
design and chassis provided the speed and 
handling to meet the demands of the 8.47 
mile circuit. 

After the Fords won the pole and 
posted strong times in every session, 
they were hit with a bit of performance 
balancing extra weight for the race.  

Dave Pericak, the global director of 
Ford Performance, said, “We are ok with 
that. We would rather be the guys they 
are trying to slow down than the guys that 
need to be sped up.” 

The Ford Performance group and CGR 
delivered a near flawless performance, 
setting fastest race lap and prevailing 
in an epic race long battle with the Risi 
Competizione Ferrari to claim 1-3-4 place 
finishes.  

Joey Hand, Dirk Mueller and Sebastien 
Bourdais took the top step with Briscoe, 
Westbrook and Dixon third. 

HOME AGAIN
Two weeks later it was a Ford 1-2 finish 

in the Sahlen’s Six Hours at Watkins Glen 
where Westbrook and Briscoe scored 
their second consecutive WeatherTech 
Championship win. 

Prior to the race, Ford announced it 
was extending both programs through 
the 2019 IMSA and World Endurance 
Championship seasons.   

Before the midway point of its 
inaugural season, the Ford CGR team had 
won poles at Le Mans and Watkins Glen, 
set fastest laps at Long Beach, Le Mans and 
Watkins Glen, and sandwiched the big win 
at Le Mans between wins at Monterey and 
Watkins Glen. 

They then added a third consecutive 
WeatherTech Championship victory at 
Canadian Tire Motorsport Park for good 
measure.

As a result, heading to Lime Rock Park, 
Rushbrook has quietly revised his 2016 
targets. 

“Our goal now is to win races and take 
a run at the WeatherTech Championship,” 
said Rushbrook.

Racing insiders have learned to pay 
close attention to a racer who exceeds 
expectations. 



The big factory GT Le Mans class teams from BMW Team RLL, 
Corvette Racing, Ford Chip Ganassi Racing, Porsche North 
America and the factory linked Risi Competizione Ferrari make 
their first appearance at Lime Rock Park since the merger of 
the former Grand Am and American Le Mans Series took effect 
in 2014. 

TONIC FOR 
SNAKEBITE
Every GTLM car, except the snake bit No. 
100 of BMW Team RLL, has made the GTLM 
podium at least once through the 
first six races. Lucas Luhr 
and John Edwards expect 
to correct that here at Lime 
Rock Park. Luhr teamed with 
Klaus Graf for the overall win 
here in 2012 and 2013 while 
Edwards co-drove the 2013 
GT winning BMW with Dirk 
Mueller. 

THEY’RE FAST
Through the first six races of the season, there have been 
five different pole winners and six different drivers have 
set fastest race laps.
Corvette Racing’s Oliver Gavin and Tommy Milner took 
the wins at Daytona and Sebring. Porsche’s Nick Tandy 
and Patrick Pilet claimed Long Beach, while Ford CGR’s 
Ryan Briscoe and Richard Westbrook scored at Monterey, 
Watkins Glen and Canadian Tire Motorsport Park. 

FASTFACTS
Watch us 
now on FOX
Don’t miss the 2016 IMSA WeatherTech 
SportsCar Championship as the series 
competes at the Northeast Grand Prix at 
Lime Rock Park.

Saturday, July 22 (All times EDT)
Qualifying
4:30 p.m. – 5:35 p.m. IMSA.com (Live) 
(IMSA App)

Sunday, July 23
3:00 p.m. FOX  

Watch online on www.FOXSportsGo.com, 
or download the FOX Sports Go app.

2016 Schedule 
Jan. 30-31: Daytona International Speedway – All classes

March 19: Sebring International Raceway – All classes

April 16: Long Beach Street Circuit – P/GTLM/PC

May 1: Mazda Raceway – All classes

June 4: The Raceway at Belle Isle Park – P/PC/GTD

July 3: Watkins Glen International – All classes

July 10: Canadian Tire Motorsport Park – All classes

July 23: Lime Rock Park – GTLM/PC/GTD

Aug. 7: Road America – All classes

Aug. 28: VIRginia International Raceway – GTLM/GTD

Sept. 17: Circuit of The Americas – All classes

Oct. 1: Road Atlanta – All classes
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WELCOME
BACK



MOTORSPORT’S 
Renaissance 
Man 
It has been a busy past few months for the 
legend of Lime Rock. The always in gear, 
Sam Posey, has been inducted into three 
separate Halls of Fame. 
His induction into the New England 
Motorsports HOF was soon followed 
by inductions at Sebring, and most 
recently, the Motorsports Hall 
of Fame of America in Daytona 
Beach. 
When not being feted, Posey, the first driver to 
break the one-minute lap barrier at Lime Rock Park, writes, 
paints, designs and does his unmatched race openings for 
F1 broadcasts.  
The Motor Press Guild named Posey’s, Where The Writer 
Meets The Road, a collection of articles, broadcast intros 
and profiles, its Best Book of 2015.
Meanwhile, Posey’s wife, Ellen Griesedieck, is heading 
into the home stretch on her spectacular, 120 foot long 
American Mural Project which depicts America at Work. 
The American Mural Project will be housed in two former 
mill buildings in Winsted, CT. 
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WINNING 
DRIVES  
Ford’s Ryan Briscoe made a pair of winning drives 
over the July 4 weekend. First came a five hour 
dash from Watkins Glen to Farmington, CT when 
his wife, Nicole, went into labor with their second 
child on Friday morning. His co-driver Richard Westbrook 
handled practice and qualifying. Briscoe returned to the 
track on Saturday and then teamed with new daughter 
Blake’s “Uncle Westy” for their second consecutive win. 

FACTS
“The Lime Rock Park race 

is 100 percent traffic. 
There is no rest at all for 

the entire race.”

Corvette driver Antonio GArCiA on the shortest trACk in the series

FRIDAY, JULY 22, 2016
10:05 am - 10:50 am Practice #1 - CTSCC

11:10 am -12:10 pm Practice #1 - WeatherTech  (All Classes)

12:15 pm - 12:35 pm Practice/Qualifying - Lime Rock MX5

1:00 pm - 1:45 pm Practice #2 - CTSCC

2:05 pm - 3:05 pm Practice #2 - WeatherTech  (All Classes)

3:25 pm - 3:40 pm Qualifying - CTSCC ST

3:55 pm - 4:10 pm Qualifying - CTSCC GS

4:30 pm - 4:45 pm Qualifying - WeatherTech  (GTD)

4:55 pm - 5:10 pm Qualifying - WeatherTech  (GTLM)

5:20 pm - 5:35 pm Qualifying - WeatherTech  (PC)

5:40 pm - 6:00 pm Race #1 - Lime Rock MX5

SATURDAY, JULY 23, 2016
9:05 am - 9:25 am Warm Up - WeatherTech  (All Classes)

10:00 am -12:30 pm Race - CTSCC 

11:30 am -12:15 pm WeatherTech Driver Autograph Session 

1:00 pm - 1:20 pm Race #2 - Lime Rock MX5

3:05 pm - 5:45 pm Race - Northeast Grand Prix for 
the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship  CORSA FORCE!

The No. 63 Scuderia Corsa Ferrari 
with drivers Christina Nielsen 
and Alessandro Balzan are 
on a roll. With two GTD class 
victories this season (Sebring 
and Watkins Glen) and four 
podiums, they currently hold a 
22-point lead in the driver and 
team championships. Nielsen 
finished second in the driver 
championship last season and 
scored the most podium finishes 
in the class. 



100
Luhr/Edwards
BMW Team RLL • BMW M6 GTLM
GT Le Mans Michelin

FAN FAVORITES

912Bamber/Makowiecki 
Porsche North America 
Porsche 911 RSR
GT Le Mans           Michelin
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Keating/Bleekemolen
Riley Motorsports • Dodge Viper GT3-R
GT Daytona Continental

33

Milner/Gavin
Corvette Racing • Chevrolet Corvette C7.R
GT Le Mans Michelin

62
Fisichella/Vilander
Risi Competizione • Ferrari 488 GTE  
GT Le Mans Michelin

6
Liddell/Davis
Stevenson Motorsports • Audi R8 LMS GT3
GT Daytona Continental

63
Nielsen/Balzan
Scuderia Corsa • Ferrari 488 GT3  
GT Daytona Continental

96
Curtis/Klingmann
Turner Motorsport • BMW M6 GT3  
GT Daytona Continental

48
Sellers/Snow
Paul Miller Racing • Lamborghini Huracán GT3  
GT Daytona Continental

67
Westbrook/Briscoe
Ford Chip Ganassi Racing • Ford GT
GT Le Mans Michelin
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