
MAZDA RACEWAY LAGUNA ALLEY, 2016

CLIMBING THE  
MAZDA LADDER
CAN MAZDA WIN AT MAZDA RACEWAY LAGUNA SECA?



CLIMBING THE 
MAZDA LADDER

2



3

John Doonan, the director of Motorsport for 

Mazda North America, is in motion, working his way 

through the Long Beach paddock on race day. 

Mazda has 400 employees at the IMSA WeatherTech 

SportsCar Championship race and Doonan wants to 

greet and thank them all.

Mazda takes a smart, focused approach with 

motorsports playing a big part in what makes Mazda 

unique. 

For many racers, Mazda is the place to go for cars, engines, 

kits, parts, and race support, and that passion carries over to its 

production vehicles. 

“I love the grass roots of racing,” said Doonan. 

“My dad and his friends raced Mazda RX-7s and when I 

was 9 or 10 years old, I said that I wanted to go to Japan to 

see Mazda headquarters. My mom was teasing me about it 

recently because I’ve been there nine times in the past two 

years.”

Doonan, who has been with Mazda officially since 2003, 

lives in suburban Chicago and flies between 250,000-300,000 

miles per year for races, meetings, key tests, and events.  

The Mazda culture  
“There are two key pillars for Mazda,” said Doonan. 

“The first is that the driver and the car are one. They 

should be like a horse and rider. All of our development 

programs should end up producing cars that Mazda 

enthusiasts will enjoy driving.

“The second pillar is that people who drive Mazdas expect 

their driving experiences to make them happy. 

“We are a ‘happy brand’ and motorsports, even with all of 

its challenges and intensity, should bring a lot of joy.” 

The Mazda approach brings joy to a lot of people in 

the marketplace and in motorsports where the brand has a 

stunning 60 percent share of the Sports Car Club of America 

(SCCA) and another big hit with its new Mazda MX5 Cup car. 

“We have a small, but very knowledgeable, experienced 

and passionate staff in our parts department and at the 

tracks,” said Doonan of his popular team. “If our guys have a 

rare weekend off, many of them will go race themselves.” 

The Ladders
The Mazda ladder is a cornerstone of the Mazda 

motorsports strategy, providing a well-defined progression to 

measure and recognize talent and provide opportunities to 

the cream of the crop. 

“There isn’t anything like it in the open wheel racing 

world,” said Doonan. 

“Over half of the drivers participating in the Road to Indy 

Ladder come from outside the United States. We have drivers 

from 17 different countries.

“We have a similar philosophy on the Mazda Road to 24 

program where the MX5 Cup is the first step and our Mazda 

prototype team is the top of the ladder. 

“We have 57 drivers in our Mazda Road to Indy program 

and 40-45 in MX5 Cup and more than 20 in the IMSA Mazda 

Prototype Lites class. They all become knowledgeable about 

Mazda and are our brand ambassadors” 

The Prototype adventures
The top of that ladder, the Mazda Prototype team in the 

IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, has struggled 

mightily after starting down a diesel path that was suddenly 

closed off for the international LMP2 class. So, as good racers 

do, Mazda has gone in a new direction.

Now powered by a Mazda MZ-2.0T petrol engine, 

the Sylvain Tremblay led SpeedSource team, with drivers 

Jonathan Bomarito and Tristan Nunez in No. 55, and Tom 

Long and Joel Miller aboard the No. 70, has been working its 

way to the top and led the opening practices at Long Beach.

“It’s been a journey,” said Doonan. 

“The people who were in the struggle will realize the 

success. We have pace now and a good package. Everyone is 

locked in. When success does come, it will mean so much to 

the people who went through it in 2013. We are all eager to 

see it happen.” 

The only Japanese maker to ever claim outright victory at 

the Le Mans 24 Hour race would like nothing better than a 

breakthrough victory here at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca. 

The next Chapter
“Our Mazda MX5 was recently recognized as the ‘World 

Car of the Year’ and ‘World Design of the Year,’” said 

Doonan. “We have great products in the market and we 

have great things coming on the motorsports side. Mazda 

has a great history and we are trying to write the next 

chapter with our WeatherTech Championship Prototype 

program. 

“The 2017 season brings the chance for us to do work on 

the car body and further tell our brand story.”
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Want to know how 
good the drivers in the 

IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship race here at 

Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca 
really are? 

A quick look at the record 
books and the entry list for the 

2016 Le Mans 24 Hour race makes 
it easy to see why international 

insiders hold the WeatherTech 
Championship, and especially 
the powerful GT Le Mans (GTLM) 

class, in exceptionally high regard.
For starters, a pair of the 2015 

overall Le Mans winning drivers 
Nick Tandy and Earl Bamber, are 

here aboard the pair of Porsche North 
America factory GTLM entries. 

They will be back at Le Mans next 
month along with their WeatherTech 

Championship co-drivers Patrick Pilet and 
Frederic Makowiecki aboard a pair of GTE-

Pro class factory Porsches.
Over on the Corvette Racing side of the 

paddock house, you will find the defending 
Le Mans GTE-Pro champions, Oliver Gavin and 

Tommy Milner. Gavin has five wins at Le Mans and 
Milner already has two.  

Their Corvette Racing teammates Antonio Garcia 
and Jan Magnussen have proven their talents at Le 

Mans with three and four wins there, respectively. As a 
team, Corvette Racing has eight wins at Le Mans. 

Joining the Corvette squad at Le Mans will be 
brothers Jordan and Ricky Taylor who wheel the Wayne 

Taylor Racing Corvette DP in the Prototype class here. 

Jordan was part of Corvette’s 2015 win at Le Mans and 
Ricky will join Magnussen and Garcia this year. 

The Risi Competizione Ferrari team is also headed to 
Le Mans for the first time in several years. 

Drivers Giancarlo Fisichella and Toni Vilander have 
each won twice at Le Mans. The Risi team has three Le 
Mans wins on its glittering record.

All four of the Chip Ganassi Racing Ford 
Performance drivers will be aboard the new Ford GTs at 
Le Mans. Dirk Müller, Joey Hand and Richard Westbrook 
all have podium finishes there. This will be the third 
trip, and hopefully the charm for Ryan Briscoe. 

“The best case scenario is to go to Le Mans with the 
same team, car, drivers, and tires that you race with 
here in the WeatherTech Championship,” said Chris 
Baker, director of motorsport, Michelin North America. 

“That way you can focus on the circuit, the 
competition, the different rules and procedures, such as 
pit stops, and get in the rhythm of the race.

“The competition at Le Mans is very tough and the 
race itself presents tremendous challenges. 

“The organizers reserve slightly more than half 
of the entries for teams entered in the FIA World 
Endurance Championship so you are taking on top 
competitors from Europe and Asia.” 

The GTLM drivers won’t be the only IMSA regulars 
headed to France this June.

Michael Shank Racing team and drivers John Pew 
and Ozz Negri will make their first appearance at the 
8.47 mile French circuit in the LMP2 class with a Ligier 
Honda.

Ben Keating will step out of his familiar Viper for a 
drive in an Oreca Nissan LMP2 entry where he will be 
joined by Jeroen Bleekemolen and Marc Goossens.

Cooper MacNeil and Leh Keen will be joined by 
Marc Miller aboard a WeatherTech sponsored Proton 
Competition GTE-Am class Porsche. All have previous 
experience at Le Mans. 

They will be joined in GTE-Am by the Scuderia 
Corsa Ferrari team led by Bill Sweedler, Jeff Segal and 
Townsend Bell. The trio successfully combined for a 
podium finish in 2015.

Although not entered at Mazda Raceway Laguna 
Seca, the 2016 Rolex 24 At Daytona and Mobil 1 Twelve 
Hours of Sebring winning Patron ESM team of Scott 
Sharp, Ed Brown, Johannes van Overbeek and Ryan 
Dalziel will be looking for success in the LMP2 class with 
a pair of Ligier Nissans.

“Standing on the podium at Le Mans is an experience 
that every racer wants and no one ever forgets,” said 
Baker. 

“The teams and drivers competing here in the 
WeatherTech Championship can race with anyone in the 
world, and they prove that every year at Le Mans.”
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Lucas Luhr likes competing at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca. 
The BMW Team RLL driver has a record eight major sports car 
wins here over the past 14 years, including the GTLM class 
victory with BMW co-driver John Edwards last year. Luhr has 
won here with Porsche, Audi, Honda and BMW.

COUNTING 
CALORIES BEFORE 
QUALIFYING
The many great chefs in the Monterey 
Bay area shouldn’t be offended if some 
GTLM class drivers eat lightly this week, 
especially before qualifying. The GTLM 
class pole at Long Beach went to BMW 
Team RLL’s Bill Auberlen by a nearly 
infinitesimal 0.003 (three/thousandths) 
of a second over Porsche North 
America’s Earl Bamber. 

STEPPING UP
One team hoping its progress continues here is the 
Action Express of Joao Barbosa and Christian Fittipaldi – 
the defending IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar prototype 
champions. They opened the 2016 season with a 4th place 
finish at Daytona, improved to 3rd place at Sebring and 
scored a second place finish at Long Beach. Last year here 
at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca they finished fourth.  

FASTFACTS
Watch us 
now on FOX
Don’t miss the 2016 IMSA WeatherTech 
SportsCar Championship as the series 
competes at the Monterey Grand Prix at 
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca.

Saturday, April 30 (All times EDT)
Qualifying
7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. IMSA.com (Live) 
(IMSA App)

Sunday, May 1
2:00 pm: FOX Sports 1 (P/GTLM race) 
6:30 pm: FOX Sports 2 (PC/GTD race)

Watch online on www.FOXSportsGo.com, 
or download the FOX Sports Go app. 

2016 Schedule 
Jan. 30-31: Daytona International Speedway – All classes

March 19: Sebring International Raceway – All classes

April 16: Long Beach Street Circuit – P/GTLM/PC

May 1: Mazda Raceway – All classes

June 4: The Raceway at Belle Isle Park – P/PC/GTD

July 3: Watkins Glen International – All classes

July 10: Canadian Tire Motorsport Park – All classes

July 23: Lime Rock Park – GTLM/PC/GTD

Aug. 7: Road America – All classes

Aug. 28: VIRginia International Raceway – GTLM/GTD

Sept. 17: Circuit of The Americas – All classes

Oct. 1: Road Atlanta – All classes
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FIRST FIRSTS 
After leading the GTD class in podium finishes in 2015, 
Christina Nielsen now has her first IMSA 
WeatherTech SportsCar Championship 
victory. Christina won at Sebring with 
co-drivers Alessandro Balzan and Jeff 
Segal aboard their No. 63 Scuderia 
Corsa Ferrari 488 GT3.  The win also 
marked a first for the brand new Ferrari 
488 GT3, coincidentally on the 60th anniversary of Ferrari’s 
first major North American victory at Sebring in 1956. 

FACTS
“The collision in the 

penultimate lap was my fault. 
I was a touch too optimistic 
heading into the corner.” 

Fred Makowiecki on the collision with toMMy Milner at long Beach

FRIDAY, APRIL 29, 2016
8:00 am - 8:30 am Qualifying - MX-5

8:45 am - 9:45 am Practice #1 - WeatherTech  (P/GTLM)

10:05 am - 10:35 am Qualifying - Lamborghini Trofeo

10:50 am -11:50 am Practice #1 - WeatherTech  (PC/GTD)

12:05 pm - 12:50 pm Race #1 - MX-5 

1:15 pm - 1:30 pm Qualifying - CTSCC ST

1:45 pm - 2:00 pm Qualifying - CTSCC GS

2:20 pm - 3:20 pm Practice #2 - WeatherTech  (P/GTLM)

3:40 pm - 4:25 pm Race #1 - Porsche GT3 Cup 

4:45 pm - 5:45 pm  Practice #2 - WeatherTech  (PC/GTD)

SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2016
8:00 am - 8:45 am Race #2 - Porsche GT3 Cup 

9:00 am - 9:45 am Practice #3 - WeatherTech  (PC/GTD)

10:00 am - 10:50 am Race #1 - Lamborghini Trofeo 

11:05 am -11:50 am Practice #3 - WeatherTech  (P/GTLM)

12:05 pm - 12:50 pm Race #2 - MX-5 

1:25 pm - 3:55 pm Race - CTSCC 

2:15 pm - 3:00 pm WeatherTech Autograph Session 

4:30 pm - 4:45 pm Qualifying - WeatherTech  (GTD)

4:55 pm - 5:10 pm Qualifying - WeatherTech  (GTLM)

5:20 pm - 5:35 pm Qualifying - WeatherTech  (PC)

5:45 pm - 6:00 pm Qualifying - WeatherTech  (P)

SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2016
8:00 am - 8:15 am Warm Up - WeatherTech P/GTLM

8:30 am - 9:20 am Race #2 - Lamborghini Trofeo 

11:15 am - 1:15 pm Monterey Grand Prix Powered by 
Mazda Race P/GTLM - 2 Hours

1:50 pm - 2:05 pm Warm Up - WeatherTech PC/GTD

3:45 pm - 5:45 pm Monterey Grand Prix Powered by 
Mazda Race PC/GTD - 2 Hours

TRAIN HARD
RACE HARD 

Michael Shank Racing’s driver Ozz 
Negri takes his training seriously. 
The 51 year old Negri does 
triathlons, “just for fun”, in order 
to stay in shape and prepare for his 
IMSA races and the upcoming Le 
Mans 24 Hour race. A week after 
the Twelve Hours of Sebring, Negri 
finished seventh in his age group in 
a sprint distance triathlon. 

Contact SPORT 
You probably won’t find the Corvette and Porsche drivers 
hanging out together here in Monterey. With just three 
laps to go at Long Beach, Corvette’s Tommy Milner and 
Oliver Gavin looked set to claim 
their third 2016 win in a row. 
That is when Porsche’s Fred 
Makowiecki came knocking on 
Milner’s right side door at the 
hairpin.  Porsche’s Nick Tandy 
slipped by to take the win. 
Milner recovered to finish second. Makowiecki pitted with 
a broken front suspension and a penalty for the contact. 
Corvette fans on the blogosphere were not amused. 



10
R. Taylor/J. Taylor 
Wayne Taylor Racing  • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental

70
Long/Miller
Mazda Motorsports • Mazda 
Prototype Continental

FAN FAVORITES

66Hand/Müller
Ford Chip Ganassi Racing
Ford GT  
GT Le Mans        Michelin

31
Cameron/Curran
Action Express Racing • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental

90
Goossens/Dalziel
VisitFlorida Racing • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental  

912
Bamber/Makowiecki  
Porsche North America • Porsche 911 RSR
GT Le Mans            Michelin

62
Fisichella/Vilander
Risi Competizione • Ferrari 488 GTE  
GT Le Mans Michelin

25
Auberlen/Werner
BMW  Team RLL • BMW M6 GTLM
GT Le Mans Michelin

360
Pew/Negri Jr. 
Michael Shank Racing • Ligier Honda JS P2   
Prototype Continental

Magnussen/Garcia
Corvette Racing • Chevrolet Corvette C7.R
GT Le Mans Michelin
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