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SEBRING TITLE
“WE ARE AN AMERICAN RACING TEAM”
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As the baseball season approaches and football conducts its 

draft, a quick look at the entry list here at the Mobil 1 Twelve 

Hours of Sebring reminds us that race car drivers are the 

ultimate free agents.

While there are technical regulations, testing limitations 

and other cost savings measures in place, there is no fixed 

salary cap in motorsports.

For drivers, it is a global marketplace and there are no 

trades, compensatory draft picks or players to be named later 

to be exchanged. But, free agency cuts both ways. 

For a driver, the greatest fear is to be left without a proper 

ride.

Still, it is a bit ironic that the ultimate free agent racers are 

perhaps the stars most dependent on a team structure that 

includes managers, engineers, crew members and a mechanical 

beast that can make a driver’s career or break his heart. 

While cyber metrics are the norm in the traditional sports, 

no sport has more data than motorsports. 

The cars are loaded with sensors and the drivers’ 

performance and even his or her biometrics can be measured 

on every inch of every lap in real time comparison to rivals and 

teammates alike. 

Top teams maintain files on prospective drivers and 

everyone has an eye out for the next hot shoe. 

Porsche’s Nick Tandy (pictured 

right), who had a spectacular 

breakout year in 2015, winning 

overall at both the Le Mans 24 

Hour race and at Petit Le Mans was 

on the street not so long ago. 

When a big factory program 

like the Chip Ganassi Racing Ford 

GT signals its arrival on the scene, 

with eight full-season seats to fill 

plus needing a quartet of third 

drivers for Le Mans, other teams 

moved to lock-in some drivers with 

longer contracts. 

Conversely, the withdrawal of the Nissan LMP1 program left 

an equal number of drivers suddenly available.

Having signed Joey Hand in the previous year, the CGR 

Ford line-up now features new recruits like BMW’s Dirk Müller, 

Corvette’s Ryan Briscoe and 

Richard Westbrook, and Aston 

Martin’s Stefan Mucke plus Marino 

Franchitti, Olivier Pla and Andy 

Priaulx.

Unless specifically constrained 

in their respective contracts, 

drivers can often participate in 

multiple series and with more than 

one manufacturer. Audi’s Marcel 

Fassler (pictured left) and Mike 

Rockenfeller are on loan here to 

Corvette Racing.

And Scott Dixon, the defending series champion in a 

Chevrolet powered IndyCar, is here aboard a Ford GT.

The often controversial “driver rating” system used in 

international motorsports can knock some qualified drivers out 

of the seat if they carry a rating too high to match the needs of 

the Pro-Am classes.

Marino Franchitti (pictured 

left), Guy Cosmo, Gunnar 

Jeannette and others all 

struggled to find rides in recent 

years. 

In the Pro-Am classes, like PC 

and GTD, the most prized drivers 

are “under-rated” quick drivers 

who have flown below the 

international rating system or, 

once over age 50, can lower their 

rating. 

That group now includes Scott 

Pruett, a five time overall race 

winner of the Rolex 24 At Daytona who will make his Lexus 

GTD class debut later this summer.

Andy Lally, Spencer Pumpelly and Jeroen Bleekemolen are 

examples of top drivers who have enjoyed success in the GTD 

class by delivering performance and coaxing the best from 

their lower rated co-drivers. 

Colin Braun (pictured right) 

and Jon Bennett have proven 

the ideal Pro-Am pair in the 

CORE autosport string of PC class 

championships. 

For many drivers, the dream 

is a full-season ride with a big, 

stable factory team. Drivers like 

Audi’s Tom Kristensen and Allan 

McNish, and Corvette Racing’s 

Ron Fellows have built long 

relationships that carry beyond 

their driving days. 

Sometimes even winning isn’t 

enough. Kuno Wittmer, the popular 2014 IMSA GTLM driving 

champion was out of a ride when he crossed the finish line to 

claim the championship as the factory pulled the plug on his 

SRT Viper team. 

He is here aboard a BMW Team RLL GTLM entry, but still 

anxious for a full season ride.

Like a player who struggles in one city and shines in the 

next, having the right fit and supporting environment can 

unlock a driver’s potential. 

Tommy Milner struggled early in his career at BMW Team 

RLL, but since joining Corvette Racing in 2011 at age 25, he has 

a pair of class wins at Le Mans, victories at Sebring and Daytona 

and the 2012 ALMS co-championship. 

Sometimes making the right move off the track is as 

important as making the right moves on the track.
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You’ll find Doug Fehan’s picture on our cover, but not his 
name on the trophies – the program manager for Corvette 
Racing has his thumbprints all over the hardware that comes 
from the team winning major races and championships for the 
past 16 years. 

With eight top GT class wins at the Le Mans 24 Hour 
race, nine wins here at the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring, 
plus a matched set of ten IMSA Manufacturer and Team 
championships, Corvette Racing has energized the “Corvette 
Nation” and earned the respect of race fans and competitors 
worldwide.

Personality Traits
Race teams in the factory dominated IMSA WeatherTech 

SportsCar Championship GTLM class often take on the 
personalities and culture of their respective manufacturer and 
team leaders. Corvette Racing, with its thundering V8 power, is 
an American icon with a distinctly American culture. 

“I think the personality of Corvette Racing has been forged 
on three tenants,” said Fehan. 

“One, we never give up no matter the challenge. Two, 
we respect and appreciate the undeniable dedication of our 
race fans. Three, we love to lead…in innovation, in on-track 
performance and in giving back to the community. 

“No team works harder on and off the track to bring a 
world class product to every venue at which we compete,” said 
Fehan, the 2014 Spirit of Le Mans award recipient from the 
Automobile Club de l’Ouest. 

“You are Free to Race”
A stunning demonstration of what makes Corvette Racing 

special came in the closing stages of the recent 2016 Rolex 24 
At Daytona.  

Oliver Gavin led the GTLM class aboard the No. 4 Corvette 
Racing C7.R as teammate Antonio Garcia in the No. 3 Corvette, 
who had pitted later, cleared the second place Porsche of 
Earl Bamber to put the Corvettes 1-2 with just 20 minutes 
remaining.  

At that point, nearly every factory team on the international 
racing scene would have called off the fight, declared victory 
and consolidated a big 1-2 finish in a grueling 24 hour race. Not 
Corvette Racing. 

After enthusiastic nods of approval from GM execs Mark 
Reuss (Executive Vice President), Jim Campbell (VP Performance 
Vehicles and Motorsports) and Mark Kent (Director of 
Motorsports), who watched anxiously from the team pits, 
Fehan announced the Corvette call, “you are free to race.”

Garcia didn’t need to hear that twice. Taking the full 
measures of his extra fuel and fresher MICHELIN tires, he reeled 
off the five fastest GTLM laps of the race to catch Gavin.  

With two laps to go he briefly took the lead with a late 
braking move into turn one, but Gavin cut to the inside and 
inched back ahead. Garcia quickly recovered, closed in and 

drafted Gavin down the main straightaway 
and pulled alongside to within just 0.034 of a 
second for the closest class finish in the Rolex 
24. 

The Corvette Racing 1-2 finish left the 
fans, media and paddock excited, grateful 
and impressed by Corvette’s willingness 
to let its drivers race it out for the win.

Secrets of 
Success

The Corvette Racing formula is easy to state but incredibly 
difficult in its execution. It starts with fast, safe, bullet proof 
cars, access to a talented GM pool of  technical resources and 
experts, and a dedicated and tireless race team of mechanics, 
engineers and support staff from Pratt & Miller to handle the 
rigors of developing, testing and racing both here in IMSA and 
at Le Mans. 

To meet the competition, Corvette Racing has a stable 
of premier drivers who are quick, consistent, look after the 
equipment, support their teammates and represent Corvette 
Racing well. 

The core group of Jan Magnussen, Antonio Garcia, Oliver 
Gavin, and Tommy Milner is now in its sixth season together. 
All have won Le Mans with Corvette Racing. 

Risk/Reward
So, as his two cars ran within inches of one another 

fighting flat out for the win at Daytona, did Fehan 
have any concerns? 

“Of course, but you have to understand that over 
time our mutual trust is undeniable,” said Fehan. 

“They are very experienced and immensely 
talented professionals and in those 
circumstances, it was the right thing to do. And 
our upper management had the confidence 
and faith in us to let us race for it.” 

He then added with a wry smile, “And, if 
they took each other out, they knew they 
would be just like when they first arrived 
here…looking for work.”

“We are a racing team,” said Fehan.  
“Correction. We are an American 
racing team! And we come to race.” 
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HI Rubinho!
Formula 1 veteran Rubens Barrichello joins the 
No. 10 Wayne Taylor Racing Corvette DP here 
at Sebring. Barrichello holds the Formula 1 
record with 322 career starts and has 68 podium 
finishes and 11 wins during his long career in 
Formula 1. Barrichello joined Ricky and Jordan 
Taylor and Max Angelelli to finish second at Daytona.

Defending Mobil 1 Twelve Hours 
of Sebring Prototype champion 

Joao Barbosa was recently showing his kids 
how to ride a hoverboard when the family dog decided 

to interrupt the demonstration. Barbosa ended up with 
a minor fracture of his left wrist. “My kids now fully 
understand that hoverboards are best used outside and 
not around the dog,” he said.

12 & 41 for 2016
IMSA recently confirmed 41 full season entries in the 2016 
IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship. Included are 
eight Prototypes, seven PCs, 10 in the factory dominated 
GTLM class and 16 cars in the GTD class. There are 12 
different manufacturers entered: Aston Martin, Audi, BMW, 
Chevrolet, Dodge, Ferrari, Ford, Honda, Lamborghini, Lexus, 
Mazda and Porsche to give fans lots of options for favorites.

PODIUM PARTY
This year’s Sebring winners will have the first opportunity 
to step up to the podium on the newly constructed 
“Champions Zone” located in the Paddock. Media 
photographers get an unobstructed view of the post-race 
ceremonies and fans will have better access to view the 
champagne spraying celebrations. 

Corvette Racing, the defending GTE Pro class champion, 
will lead a powerful contingent of IMSA WeatherTech 
SportsCar Championship regulars across the pond this 
June for the 2016 Le Mans 24 Hours. Corvette Racing’s two 
C7.Rs will be joined in the GTE-Pro field by the two Ford 
GTs from Ford Chip Ganassi Racing, the pair of Porsche 911 
RSRs from Porsche Motorsport and the single entry from 
Risi Competizione Ferrari.
Michael Shank Racing will make its LMP2 class debut while 
the No. 62 Scuderia Corsa will compete in GTE AM. The 
Rolex 24 At Daytona winning Patrón ESM team squad is 
also entered.

ALEX JOB & 
PORSCHE
Florida based Alex Job Racing 
(pictured right in 2003) celebrates 
its’ 27th consecutive season 
competing with Porsche in North 
America. The team has amassed 
more than 70 major sports car 
victories including wins at Daytona and Le Mans and five 
championships. Alex Job Racing will bring two Porsche 
GTD class entries to Sebring in hopes of adding to the 
team’s 10 wins here. Alex Job Racing will be inducted into 
the Sebring Hall of Fame this week.

FASTFACTS
“It’s a new book; there are a lot of 

directions you can go, and it’s nice to 
be driving something you can have 

some influences.” 

Scott Dixon - DiScuSSing the ForD gt which he will Drive at Sebring

Thursday, MARCH 17, 2016
8:40 am - 9:00 am Qualifying - Mazda Lites

9:20 am - 9:40 am Qualifying - Porsche GT3 Cup

10:00 am - 11:00 am Practice #1 - WeatherTech (All Classes)

12:30 pm -12:45 pm Qualifying - CTSCC ST

1:00 pm - 1:15 pm Qualifying - CTSCC GS

1:35 pm - 2:05 pm Race #1 - Mazda Lites 

2:25 pm - 3:25 pm Practice #2 - WeatherTech (All Classes)

3:50 pm - 4:35 pm Race #1 - Porsche GT3 Cup 

5:00 pm - 6:00 pm Races - HSR - 45 Minutes

7:30 pm - 9:00 pm Practice #3 - WeatherTech (All Classes) 

FRIDAY, MARCH 18, 2016
8:00 am - 8:45 am Race #2 - Mazda Lites 

9:10 am - 9:55 am Race #2 - Porsche GT3 Cup

10:15 am -11:15 am Practice #4 - WeatherTech (All Classes)

12:20 pm - 2:50 pm Race - CTSCC

1:00 pm - 1:45 pm WeatherTech Driver Autograph Session

3:30 pm - 3:45 pm Qualifying - WeatherTech (GTD)

3:55 pm - 4:10 pm Qualifying - WeatherTech (GTLM)

4:20 pm - 4:35 pm Qualifying - WeatherTech (PC)

4:45 pm - 5:00 pm Qualifying - WeatherTech (P)

5:20 pm - 6:05 pm Races - HSR - 45 Minutes

SATURDAY, MARCH 19, 2016
8:00 am - 8:20 am Warm-up - WeatherTech (All Classes)

10:40 am -10:40 pm Race - Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring 
Fueled by Fresh From Florida

Watch us 
now on FOX
Don’t miss the 2016 IMSA WeatherTech 
SportsCar Championship as the series 
competes at the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of 
Sebring.

Friday, March 18 (All times EDT)
Qualifying
3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. IMSA.com (Live) 
(IMSA App)

Saturday, March 19
10:30 a.m.  FOX Sports 1
12:00 p.m. FOX Sports 2
7:00 p.m. IMSA.tv
10:00 p.m. FOX Sports 2
Watch online on www.FOXSportsGO.com,  
or download the FOX Sports GO app.

2016 Schedule

START  
PACKING
START  
PACKING

Jan. 30-31: Daytona International Speedway – All classes

March 19: Sebring International Raceway – All classes

April 16: Long Beach Street Circuit – P/GTLM/PC

May 1: Mazda Raceway – All classes

June 4: The Raceway at Belle Isle Park – P/PC/GTD

July 3: Watkins Glen International – All classes

July 10: Canadian Tire Motorsport Park – All classes

July 23: Lime Rock Park – GTLM/PC/GTD

Aug. 7: Road America – All classes

Aug. 28: VIRginia International Raceway – GTLM/GTD

Sept. 17: Circuit of The Americas – All classes

Oct. 1: Road Atlanta – All classes
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HOVERBOARDS
AND DOGS
DOn’T MIX



70
Long/Miller/Devlin/Ihara
Mazda Motorsports • Mazda 
Prototype Continental

FAN FAVORITES

911Pilet/Tandy/Estre
Porsche North America
Porsche 911 RSR
GT Le Mans           Michelin

5 62
Fittipaldi/Barbosa/Albuquerque
Action Express Racing • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental

90
Dalziel/Goossens/Hunter-Reay
VisitFlorida Racing • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental  

Fisichella/Vilander/Rigon
Risi Competizione • Ferrari 488 GTE
GT Le Mans Michelin

10010
R. Taylor/J. Taylor/Angelelli/Barrichello 
Wayne Taylor Racing  • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental

67
Briscoe/Westbrook/Dixon
Ford Chip Ganassi Racing • Ford GT  
GT Le Mans Michelin

Luhr/Edwards/Wittmer
BMW  Team RLL • BMW M6 GTLM
GT Le Mans Michelin

460
Pew/Negri Jr./Pla 
Michael Shank Racing • Ligier Honda JS P2   
Prototype Continental

Gavin/Milner/Fassler
Corvette Racing • Chevrolet Corvette C7.R
GT Le Mans Michelin
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