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GTLM LEADER READY TO BOUNCE BACK AFTER ‘14 CRASH

michelinalley.com Keating &  
Viper chase  

another
VIR win
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The BMW Team RLL crew is poised on the pit wall as Edwards 
brings the No. 24 BMW Z4 GTE to a stop in the prescribed 
pit box. Stationed at the far end of the pit, Luhr leaps from 
the wall and reaches the back of the car before the rest of the 
crew gains their positions.

R
efueling and changing 
drivers are part of any 
road trip. This sequence 
of a BMW Team RLL pit 
stop at Road America 

shows just how quickly drivers Lucas 
Luhr (Orange helmet) and John 
Edwards (Blue helmet) complete 
their part of a pit stop.

With air jacks connected, the car is raised and tire changes 
begin. Edwards has released his belts and radio connections 
as Luhr helps him exit the car. 

Luhr reaches the driver’s door to begin the driver exchange 
with Edwards as the crew prepares to engage the air jacks, fuel 
vent, refueling hose and begin tire changes. 

With Edwards out, Luhr jumps into the seat while Edwards prepares 
to assist him with the belts and radio connections while tire changes 
and refueling continue. The scoring position shown on the door has 
changed from fifth to third place as other cars now pit. From start to 
finish, the driver change will have taken approximately 17 seconds.

1

3

2

4

Pit Stop
BMW Style!



F
resh from a big win at Road America, Viper Exchange 
owner Ben Keating and the Riley Technologies 
team arrive for the TUDOR United SportsCar 
Championship event here at VIR, still basking in 
the glow of a second consecutive victory in the Tire 

Rack Ultimate Track Car Challenge Presented by Grassroots 
Motorsports at VIR last month.

In the meantime, a back story has emerged. 
Manufacturers, sports car racers and fans know that Michelin 

technical partner teams competing in the 24 
Hours of Le Mans, the FIA Word Endurance 
Championship and the TUDOR Championship 
race on MICHELIN’s latest “proprietary” tires.

But when the defending Ultimate Track Car 
Challenge (UTCC) Riley Technologies team 
inquired about the possibility of securing 
MICHELIN proprietary tires for their Viper 
Exchange GT3-R for the 2015 event, Michelin declined.

“Last year we had the MICHELIN confidential tires for the 
event and driving them for the first time you almost put them on 
a pedestal,” said Ben Keating. 

“This year we knew that we were going to run on the 
MICHELIN customer tires and I was really impressed.”

“We didn’t feel that providing our ‘proprietary’ race tires that 
we use at the 24 Hours of Le Mans, in WEC and the TUDOR 
Championships to one car was in the spirit of the event,” said 
Sarah Robinson, motorsports marketing manager for Michelin 
North America. 

“We thought that it would be a more fair comparison to run 
on our non-confidential ‘customer’ racing tires that anyone can 
buy. We were reasonably confident that they would perform 
quite well.”

“The UTCC is a throwback, kind of a ‘run what you brung’ 
event and you never know who is going to show up with what,” 
said Keating.

“The track was definitely hotter and slower this year, but I 
looked at the margin of victory and we won by three seconds 
compared to 1.5 seconds last year,” said Keating. 

“I’ve run on MICHELIN customer tires in the past when 
I raced in the Viper Challenge. They were pretty good, but 
these were even better,” said Keating, on a point confirmed by 

Michelin motorsports technical director Ken 
Payne.

When the powerful Viper factory GTLM 
team was dropped at the end of the 2014 
season, Keating and Riley Technologies pulled 
together many key elements of that program to 
campaign an entry for Keating in the TUDOR 
Championship Pro-Am GTD class in which he 

will race here at VIR. 
All entrants in the class race on a single specification tire by a 

rival manufacturer. 
When the team received an invitation to enter the 2015 24 

Hours of Le Mans in the GTE-AM class, Keating and Riley 
Technologies sought a chance to re-connect with Michelin there.

The team made a strong run at Le Mans and was in a podium 
position until a gearbox problem appeared in the final stages of 
the race. Co-driver Jeroen Bleekemolen set the fastest GTE-AM 
class race lap in the process.

The world’s largest Viper retailer, Keating is already working 
with Riley on plans for 2016.

“I think it would be pretty cool to win the UTCC three years in 
a row,” said Bill Riley. But first comes the business of putting a 
TUDOR Championship win at VIR on the scoresheet.
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C
orvette Racing’s Jan Magnussen and 
Antonio Garcia arrive at VIR atop the 
TUDOR United SportsCar Championship 
GTLM standings. If that sounds familiar, 
they were in virtually the same position 

entering VIR last year. It is what happens next that they 
hope will be quite different.

Things happen fast in racing. You can ask 
Magnussen.  

At 9:28 a.m., with just two minutes remaining in the 
Saturday morning practice session, another car dropped 
oil on the racing line in turn 2. 

Porsche’s Richard Lietz was the first to encounter 
the oil on the track and spun hard into the turn 2 wall. 
Trailing close behind, Magnussen also hit the oil, spun 
and slid sideways into the stopped Porsche.  

Lietz suffered a fractured upper left arm. Magnussen 
had a concussion. And just that fast his 2014 TUDOR 
Championship title hopes had ended. Jordan Taylor, 
a Prototype champion and third driver with Corvette 
Racing at the 24 Hours of Le Mans in recent years 
stepped in for Magnussen at VIR.

“It was tough going from leading the championship 
to missing the race,” said Magnussen. 

“They have a new rule this year that would have 
helped me to get my points for that race in that 
situation, but that doesn’t matter. It happens. You move 
on.”

He returned to competition at the next race at 
Circuit of The Americas, but the Corvette Racing team 
was already struggling with the mid-season adjustment 
of performance to even the field, and had lost its 
momentum.

After reeling off four consecutive victories in the first 
half of the season, the Garcia/Magnussen No. 3 Corvette 
finished the season with 6-7-9-8 place class finishes in 
the final four races. 

 “It was tough going from winning races to running 
last,” said Magnussen. “It makes it tough on the drivers 
and the whole team and everyone’s spirits.” 

But that was last year.
The 2015 TUDOR Championship has already 

produced its own moments of great joy and drama for 
Magnussen, Garcia and Corvette Racing. 

Magnussen and Garcia, joined by Ryan Briscoe, 
opened the 2015 TUDOR Championship season with 
victories at the Rolex 24 At Daytona and the Mobil 1 
Twelve Hours of Sebring. 

And then came another reminder of how quickly 
things can happen. 

During qualifying at the 2015 24 Hours of Le Mans, 
an errant stone became stuck in the throttle linkage 
of Magnussen’s Corvette sending him heavily into the 
wall and then across the track at the famed Porsche 
Curves. 

While thankfully Magnussen escaped uninjured, his 
car was very heavily damaged. 

The extensive repairs required the car to be 
withdrawn and shipped back to the team’s headquarters 
in Michigan. Then, in a storybook race for Corvette 
Racing, teammates Oliver Gavin, Tommy Milner and 
Jordan Taylor took the remaining Corvette to the GTE-
Pro class victory at Le Mans.  

Returning stateside and running a car borrowed 
from the European-based Larbre Competition team, 
Magnussen and Garcia finished fourth at Watkins Glen 
and third at Canadian Tire Motorsport Park before 
finishing fourth in their rebuilt car at Road America.

In a sport that measures success in thousandths 
of a second, a year is a long time. Magnussen has no 
hesitation about returning to VIR in hopes of securing 
another championship with Garcia as they did in 2013.

“I love the track. It’s a great layout with beautiful 
scenery,” said Magnussen.

With just two TUDOR Championship races 
remaining after VIR, the championship will almost 
certainly go to the final laps of the season. 

“The key to winning championships is to make the 
most out of every situation,” said Magnussen. 

“Every point in the championship is important. You 
have to push all the time. The points are extremely close 
and Porsche seems to have the edge at the moment.”

Indeed Magnussen and Garcia lead BMW’s Bill 
Auberlen and Dirk Werner by a mere four points with 
Porsche’s Patrick Pilet only one point further back.

The season has seen major ebbs and flows with 
Corvette Racing taking the first two class wins of 2015, 
while the factory led BMW Team RLL captured the next 
two at Long Beach and Monterey. 

The Falken Porsche cleverly played a longshot fuel 
strategy into a victory at Watkins Glen and the powerful 
Porsche North America factory team has dominated the 
two most recent events.

With stunning, highly engineered cars beautifully 
prepared and driven at extraordinarily high levels, the 
GTLM class is recognized as one of the world’s most 
competitive classes. 

Yet, for all of the research, data, testing, development 
and simulations, things like a patch of oil and a stone 
in the linkage are still the wild cards that can change 
everything.  

For Magnussen and Garcia and the Corvette Nation, 
a win at VIR would rebalance the scales. 
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Hunt races VIR
Freddie Hunt, son of the 1976 Formula One World 

Champion James Hunt, will compete at VIR this weekend 
in the Maserati Trofeo World Series. Hunt will drive the 
Maserati GranTurismo MC Trofeo with an AutoWeek livery. 

THE BIG NEWS!
The International 

Motor Sports 
Association and 
WeatherTech® 
recently 
announced that 
WeatherTech will 
become the title sponsor of IMSA’s 
premier sports car series. The series will 
be called the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship 
effective November 1. The rapidly growing company led by 
David MacNeil will bring his marketing energies and passion 
for sports cars to help promote the series. Cooper MacNeil 
currently drives the No. 22 Porsche in the GTD class for Alex 
Job Racing.

No wins required
The top four spots in the GTD class driver’s championship 

are all held by drivers that have not yet hit the top spot of 
the podium in 2015. Christina Nielsen of TRG-AMR, now 
bolstered by 2014 TUDOR Championship GTLM champion 
Kuno Wittmer, currently holds a two point lead over the Paul 
Miller Racing duo of Christopher Haase and Dion von Moltke. 
Townsend Bell and Bill Sweedler (Scuderia Corsa) sit in third 
while Alex Job Racing’s Leh Keen and Cooper MacNeil are 
in fourth.  Ironically the top four represent four different car 
makers – Aston Martin, Audi, Ferrari and Porsche.  

6 FAST FACTS
Watch us now 
on FOX

Don’t miss the 2015 TUDOR United SportsCar 
Championship as the series competes at VIRginia 
International Raceway.

Saturday, August 22 (All times EDT)
Qualifying
4:40 p.m. – 5:20 p.m. IMSA.com (Live) (IMSA app)

Sunday, August 23
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. FOX Sports 1 (Live) 

Jan. 24-25: Daytona International Speedway – All classes

March 21: Sebring International Raceway – All classes

April 18: Long Beach Street Circuit – P/GTLM

May 3: Mazda Raceway – All classes

May 30: Detroit Belle Isle – P/PC/GTD

June 28: Watkins Glen International – All classes

July 12: Canadian Tire Motorsport Park – P/PC/GTLM

July 25: Lime Rock Park – PC/GTD

Aug. 9: Road America – All classes

Aug. 23: VIRginia International Raceway – GTLM/GTD

Sept. 19: Circuit of The Americas – All classes

Oct. 3: Road Atlanta – All classes

2015 Schedule



The new schedule
IMSA has revealed the 2016 schedule for the new renamed 

IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship. The same 
12 races will again be staged in 2016 with the only minor 
change being Watkins Glen moving a week later to the July 
4th weekend.  The WeatherTech Championship Prototype 
(P) class will feature a 10-race schedule, while an 11-race 
calendar is planned for the Prototype Challenge (PC), GT Le 
Mans (GTLM) and GT Daytona (GTD) classes.

After a tremendous closing battle with Porsche’s Jörg 
Bergmeister that included the cars bumping slightly twice 
on the final lap at Road America, Risi Ferrari’s Pierre Kaffer 
showed what makes GTLM sports car racing exceptional 
when he said: 
“We finished third and we are really pleased and I think 
the last half hour was our show and that’s how motorsports 
should be – hard but fair.”

7FAST FACTS
“Everyone is confident heading into the weekends 

now. It just snowballs into more confidence for 
the team and everyone associated with us. It’s just 

a really nice place to be at the moment.”

Porsche ace Nick TaNdy followiNg aN overall vicTory aT le MaNs aNd gTlM wiNs aT cTMP aNd road aMerica

Friday, August 21, 2015
8:00 am - 8:30 am Practice #1 - GT3 Cup

8:45 am - 9:25 am Practice #1 - Lamborghini Series

9:40 am - 10:25 am Practice #1 - CTSC

10:40 am - 11:25 am Qualifying - Maserati 

11:45 am -12:45 pm Practice #1 - TUDOR  (All Classes)

1:05 pm - 1:45 pm Practice #2 - GT3 Cup

2:00 pm - 2:40 pm Practice #2 - Lamborghini Series

2:55 pm - 3:40 pm Practice #2 - CTSC

4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Practice #2 - TUDOR  (All Classes)

5:20 pm - 5:40 pm Qualifying - GT3 Cup

5:55 pm - 6:10 pm Qualifying - CTSC ST

6:25 pm - 6:40 pm Qualifying - CTSC GS

6:50 pm - 7:35 pm Race #1 - Maserati 

Saturday, August 22, 2015
8:00 am - 8:30 am Qualifying - Lamborghini Series

8:50 am - 9:35 am Race #1 - GT3 Cup 

9:55 am -10:55 am Practice #3 - TUDOR  (All Classes)

11:20 am - 12:10 pm Race #1 - Lamborghini Series 

1:25 pm - 3:55 pm Race - CTSC

4:40 pm - 4:55 pm Qualifying - TUDOR  (GTD)

5:05 pm - 5:20 pm Qualifying - TUDOR  (GTLM)

5:35 pm - 6:20 pm Race #2 - Maserati 

6:40 pm - 7:30 pm Race #2 - Lamborghini Series 

Sunday, August 23, 2015
8:35 am - 8:55 am Warm Up - TUDOR (All Classes)

9:20 am - 10:05 am Race #2 - GT3 Cup 

10:30 am -11:15 am TUDOR Autograph Session

10:30 am - 11:20 am Race #3 - Lamborghini Series 

1:05 pm - 3:45 pm Race - Oak Tree Grand Prix at VIR for 
the TUDOR United SportsCar Champion-
ship GTLM/GTD 

4:30 pm - 5:15 pm Race #3 - GT3 Cup - 45 MINUTES

Class
Class

Jan. 30-31: Daytona International Speedway – All classes

March 19: Sebring International Raceway – All classes

April 16: Long Beach Street Circuit – P/GTLM/PC

May 1: Mazda Raceway – All classes

June 4: Detroit Belle Isle – P/PC/GTD

July 3: Watkins Glen International – All classes

July 10: Canadian Tire Motorsport Park – All classes

July 23: Lime Rock Park – GTLM/PC/GTD

Aug. 7: Road America – All classes

Aug. 21: VIRginia International Raceway – GTLM/GTD

Sept. 17: Circuit of The Americas – All classes

Oct. 1: Road Atlanta – All classes

Get Ready – 2016 Schedule



AUDI

Haase/von Moltke 
Paul Miller Racing • Audi R8 LMS
GT Daytona Continental

48

06
CORVETTE

Magnussen/Garcia
Corvette Racing • Chevrolet Corvette C7.R
GT Le Mans Michelin

3

06
CORVETTE

Gavin/Milner
Corvette Racing • Chevrolet Corvette C7.R
GT Le Mans Michelin

4

06
PORSCHE

Henzler/Sellers
Falken Racing • Porsche 911 RSR
GT Le Mans Falken

17
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PORSCHE

Bergmeister/Bamber
Porsche North America • Porsche 911 RSR
GT Le Mans Michelin

912

PORSCHE

Tandy/Pilet
Porsche North America • Porsche 911 RSR
GT Le Mans Michelin

911 ASTON MARTIN

Nielsen/Wittmer 
TRG-AMR • Aston Martin V12 Vantage
GT Daytona Continental

007

62
FERRARI
Fisichella/Kaffer 
Risi Competizione • Ferrari F458 Italia
GT Le Mans Michelin

Relive last year’s victory at VIRginia International 
Raceway by Risi Competizione

Smartphone 
scan
code 
here

8

BMW

Luhr/Edwards 
BMW  Team RLL  • BMW Z4 GTE
GT Le Mans Michelin

24

BMW

Auberlen/Werner 
BMW  Team RLL  • BMW Z4 GTE
GT Le Mans Michelin

25


