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Can Risi 
Repeat?
FISICHELLA + KAFFER + ROAD AMERICA = VICTORY

michelinalley.com



E
very race has a winner, but 
like objects in a rear view 
mirror, some wins are 
bigger than they appear.

That was certainly 
the case with a breakthrough TUDOR 
United SportsCar Championship overall 
race win in Detroit earlier this summer 
for the No. 31 Whelen Engineering/
Action Express team and drivers Eric 
Curran and Dane Cameron.

That hard fought Detroit win proved 
to be both a popular victory and a 
sign that the first season of the new 
combination would produce a serious 
TUDOR  title contender.  

“The Detroit win was huge for Whelen 
and for the Action Express program,” 
said Eric Curran. 

“Sonny Whelen has been a huge 
supporter of racing for many years. 
We have been through many racing 
programs together, but never one as 
strong as this one. 

“To get our first win in Chevrolet’s 
backyard only five races into a new 
season with a new team was very 
special.” 

The win also meant a lot to the entire 
Action Express team, where teammates 
Christian Fittipaldi and Joao Barbosa 
are the defending series champions.

“I have seen the Whelen products 
around racing for as long as I can 
remember,” said Action Express team 
director Gary Nelson.  

“Getting to work directly with all the 
Whelen folks is a privilege we don’t take 
lightly. The passion for the sport that 
Whelen Engineering has demonstrated 
for all of these years makes it an honor 
for us to help them get to the top step of 
the podium because they certainly have 
earned it.” 

The acknowledged leader in 
innovative safety warning systems, 
the Connecticut and New Hampshire 
based Whelen is the only producer of 
emergency warning equipment to still 
manufacture its products entirely in the 
United States. 

The company has more than 1,500 
employees and is a longtime supporter 
of motorsport and aerosport. 

With top five finishes in all seven 
TUDOR  rounds to date, including a 
runner-up finish in the most recent 
round in Canada, Curran, Cameron and 
the Whelen team are in the thick of the 
title fights.

While they expected success and 
possibly wins in 2015, the timing has 
been impressive. 

“The surprise is how quickly we have 
all gelled together,” said Curran.

Now, standing third in the TUDOR 
Championship, Curran, Cameron and 
the Whelen team are in full stride as 
the season heads into the final three 
rounds for the Prototype class at Road 
America, Circuit of The Americas and 
Road Atlanta.

They trail Michael Valiante and 
Richard Westbrook of VisitFlorida.com 
Racing by 11 points and are just four 
points adrift of teammates Fittipaldi 
and Barbosa for second place.

“We need podium finishes or better 
in the next three races starting at Road 
America,” said Curran. 

“Dane and I have had wins and 
much success there in the past, and 
based on how strong we’ve been all 
season I think our odds are pretty good 
with the Action Express guys.”

Cameron agrees, “We have 
everything you need to win. We have 
a strong driver pairing in Eric and me.  
We have the reigning TUDOR Prototype 
Championship winning team, Action 
Express Racing, preparing us to the 
highest level and the support of Whelen 
Engineering,” said Cameron. 

And the only thing bigger than that 
win at Detroit would be another victory 
here at Road America. 
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T
he TUDOR United SportsCar Championship entry 
list says that Chip Ganassi Racing with Felix Sabates 
(CGRFS) is running a Daytona Prototype here at Road 
America. 

That is certainly true, but there is much, much 
more to that line on the entry list than meets the eye. 

In reality, while racing for the win here, Ganassi is already 
racing for 2016. 

For the past 18 months, CGRFS has been developing the 
3.5 liter Ford EcoBoost, V6 turbocharged engine in TUDOR  
competition in preparation for Ford’s recently announced 
return to the 24 Hours of Le Mans with the exciting new Ford GT 
supercar. 

Ganassi will be leading a twin-pronged Ford GT program 
with a pair of GTLM cars in the 2016 TUDOR  and a second pair 
contesting the GTE-Pro class in the 2016 FIA World Endurance 
Championship (WEC). 

Pending formal invitations, all four cars are expected to 
compete at the 2016 24 Hours of Le Mans.

Based upon the stunning $400,000 supercar unveiled this 
past January at the North American International Auto Show in 
Detroit, the first Ford GT race car is already on the ground and 
testing in advance of a competition debut at the 2016 Rolex 24 At 
Daytona in January.

“As we developed the Ford GT, from the outset, we wanted to 
ensure we had a car that has what it takes to return Ford to the 
world of GT racing,” said Raj Nair, Ford Motor Company group 

vice president, Global Product Development and chief technical 
officer. 

Demonstrating both its speed and reliability, the Ford 
EcoBoost engine has already carried the Ganassi team to 
victories at the 2014 Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring and the 
2015 Rolex 24 At Daytona. 

“We’ve won races and championships, but we’ve never run Le 
Mans,” said Ganassi. 

“Now, we will have the opportunity to compete with the all-
new Ford GT on the world’s biggest sports car stage, and on the 
50th anniversary of one of the most storied victories in racing 
history; how could any race team not want to be part of that?”

“Henry Ford II sought to prove Ford could beat endurance 
racing’s most legendary manufacturers,” said Bill Ford, executive 
chairman, Ford Motor Company, referring to the company’s four 
victories at Le Mans, including a 1-2-3 finish in 1966.

Changing classes, cars and adding the WEC program and Le 
Mans won’t be the only changes for the CGR team. While the 
new Ford GT, Ford EcoBoost engine and CGR team will all be 
making their first appearances at Le Mans, the team’s newest 
2016 technical partner, Michelin, is well established at Le Mans.  

While recognizing the quality, depth and experience of the 
competition, the Ford GT program is not designed simply to 
earn points for participation. Bill Ford himself says, “We race to 
win.” And so every lap, every pit stop, every test and race mile 
will be a step, however small, toward a successful return to Le 
Mans. 

3Ganassi  

races for today and  
tomorrow
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I
f history is a teacher and reasonable predictor 
of the future, the competition and fans should 
have their eyes on the Risi Competizione team 
and drivers Giancarlo Fisichella and Pierre 
Kaffer here at Road America. 

First - the history. Last year, after a 
disastrous start to the TUDOR United SportsCar 
Championship, the ultra-successful Houston-
based team led by team principal, Giuseppe Risi, 
regrouped. The team brought in Kaffer to pair with 
Fisichella and began an impressive march to its 
more traditional spot near the front of the GTLM 
class.

But just when it appeared they were poised 
to reclaim the top spot, disappointment arrived 
once more as they finished last in the GTLM class 
at Canadian Tire Motorsport Park. The team and 
drivers were undeterred. They treated that race as a 
speed bump on the path to victory.

Fisichella claimed the pole and set the 
fastest race lap on way to a second place finish 
at Indianapolis. Then he and Kaffer reeled off 
back-to-back wins at Road America and Virginia 
International Raceway (VIR). 

Which brings us to 2015.
The 2015 TUDOR  seems to be following a Noah-

inspired approach as wins arrive in pairs in the 
brutally competitive GTLM class. 

Through the first six races, Corvette Racing 
(Daytona and Sebring), BMW Team RLL (Long 
Beach and Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca) and 
Porsche (Falken at Watkins Glen International and 
Porsche North America at Canadian Tire Motorsport 
Park) have each taken consecutive pairs of wins. 

The Risi Ferrari has been in the mix at nearly 
every event, claiming seconds at Sebring and Long 
Beach. 

And just like last year, the proud Ferrari squad 
arrives at Road America fresh from a disappointing 
sixth place finish in the Canadian round of the 

TUDOR Championship.
The legions of Ferrari fans are 

ready to see the brilliant red No. 62 
Ferrari F458 Italia defend its Road 
America honors and set up a pair 

of wins of its own. For that is exactly 
what the Risi Competizione Ferrari 

team did at this time last season 
at Road America and VIR.

Their Ferrari is well suited 
to the hilly 4.08-mile Road 

America circuit, but the GTLM 
class competition is ferociously 

tight. Fifteen different GTLM 
drivers claimed the class poles in 

the first fifteen races of the TUDOR 
Championship.

Corvette Racing’s Jan Magnussen and Antonio 
Garcia hold a slim two point lead over BMW Team 
RLL’s Bill Auberlen and Dirk Werner in the class 
driver standings with John Edwards and Lucas Luhr 
(BMW Team RLL) in third. 

The TUDOR  standings are slightly different in 
the GTLM Manufacturer battle with BMW carrying 
a four point edge over Porsche with Chevrolet six 
points adrift and Ferrari in fourth. In the TUDOR  
Team standings, Risi slots in fifth place.

With just four GTLM races left in the 2015 
TUDOR , the teams are all in mid-season form. The 
belts are cinched tight and each team’s collective 
eyes are fully focused. This is the time of year 
where championships are won and lost. Teams and 
manufacturers are making 2016 plans and contracts 
are being renewed or, perhaps, not. 

Drivers like Fisichella and Kaffer welcome the 
challenges of a high speed, high commitment circuit 
and the opportunity to measure themselves against 
the competition on an unspoiled, character filled 
track that rewards talent and commands respect. 

At Risi Competizione, the mission is simple. Win. 
There are no team orders for an independent single 
car team taking on the might of the bigger factory 
squads. 

In a world of racing where every team has 
outstanding technology and meticulous preparation, 
where the drivers are all highly skilled and the crews 
are often flawless, there is still a place for passion. 

“We are an Italian racing team,” a Risi Ferrari 
insider often notes, and you appreciate how 
important that identity, pride and culture are to the 
team’s record of success. 

This is an exceptional team with three victories 
at the 24 Hours of Le Mans and wins at the Rolex 24 
At Daytona, Twelve Hours of Sebring and Petit Le 
Mans. And Road America.

History is often made, and sometimes repeated, 
by a group of people with such talent and passion. 
That is why those who know their history will be 
watching the reddest of all Ferraris. 
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BETTER SIGn HIM!
Tim Cindric, the President of Penske Racing, deals with 

the team’s drivers; Helio Castroneves, JP Montoya, Will 
Power, Simon Pagenaud and NASCAR aces Brad Keselowksi 
and Joey Logano every day. Meanwhile, his 16 year old 
son, Austin Cindric is quickly impressing teams and fans in 
several series. Austin recently claimed a big IMSA victory 
in Canada and may be either the toughest or the easiest 
negotiation his dad has faced in years.  

History making 
This may be a “historic” race for Michelin engineer Clayton 

Pojorlie, one of two Michelin engineers embedded with 
Corvette Racing in what is already a highly memorable season.

Corvette Racing has swept the veritable Triple Crown, 
taking 2015 GT category wins at the world’s three most 
prestigious endurance events: the Rolex 24 At Daytona, the 
Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring and the 24 Hours of Le Mans. 

The “historic” moment is slightly less notable. Clayton 
expects to make the 15,000th Corvette MICHELIN® tire 
temperature reading on his trusty pyrometer sometime 
during the race weekend. And, yes, he has a record of every 
tire stick over the past several seasons. His fellow Michelin 
race tire engineers are considering a suitable recognition. 

6 FAST FACTS
Watch us now 
on FOX

Don’t miss the 2015 TUDOR United SportsCar 
Championship as the series competes at Road America in 
Elkhart Lake.

Saturday, August 8 (All times EDT)
Qualifying
4:35 p.m. – 6:10 p.m. IMSA.com (Live) (IMSA app)

Sunday, August 9
3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. FOX Sports 1 (Live)

Jan. 24-25: Daytona International Speedway – All classes

March 21: Sebring International Raceway – All classes

April 18: Long Beach Street Circuit – P/GTLM

May 3: Mazda Raceway – All classes

May 30: Detroit Belle Isle – P/PC/GTD

June 28: Watkins Glen International – All classes

July 12: Canadian Tire Motorsport Park – P/PC/GTLM

July 25: Lime Rock Park – PC/GTD

Aug. 9: Road America – All classes

Aug. 23: Virginia International Raceway – GTLM/GTD

Sept. 19: Circuit of The Americas – All classes

Oct. 3: Road Atlanta – All classes

2015 Schedule



Lime Rock rocks!
The PC and GTD classes headlined the recent Lime Rock 

Park round of the TUDOR Championship on the quick 1.474-
mile Connecticut circuit. Mike Guasch and Tom Kimber-
Smith of PR1/Mathiasen Motorsports took the victory. The 
Turner Motorsport team turned its BMW Z4 that crashed 
heavily on Friday into Saturday’s GTD winner with Dane 
Cameron and Michael Marsal.

BULLDOZER ART
Created long before software, simulations and decades of 

data were available, many of the most beloved circuits like 
Road America, Road Atlanta, zMazda Raceway Laguna Seca, 
Watkins Glen International and Canadian Tire Motorsport 
Park (Mosport) were often simply the creations of a local 
racer, a surveyor and a talented bulldozer operator. 

The fact that these circuits and many others created 
decades ago still remain popular with drivers and teams 
while producing great  
competition and significant  
challenges is the ultimate  
tribute to the early  
circuit designers.

7FAST FACTS
“You must exceed 

expectations if you 
are going to be a 

winner!”

RogeR Penske at his automotive hall of fame induction.

Friday, August 7, 2015
8:00 am - 8:45 am Practice #1 - CTSC

9:00 am - 9:30 am Practice #1 - IMSA Lites

9:45 am - 10:15 am Practice #1 - GT3 Cup

10:30 am - 11:15 am Practice #2 - CTSC

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm Practice #1 - TUDOR  (All Classes)

1:20 pm - 2:00 pm Practice #2 - IMSA Lites

2:15 pm - 2:55 pm Practice #2 - GT3 Cup

3:10 pm - 3:25 pm Qualifying - CTSC ST

3:40 pm - 3:55 pm Qualifying - CTSC GS

4:15 pm - 5:15 pm Practice #2 - TUDOR  (All Classes)

6:00 pm Tour de Road America

Saturday, August 8, 2015
8:00 am - 8:20 am Qualifying - IMSA Lites

8:35 am - 8:55 am Qualifying - GT3 Cup

9:15 am -10:15 am Practice #3 - TUDOR  (All Classes)

10:40 am - 11:10 am Race #1 - IMSA Lites 

12:20 pm - 2:50 pm Race - CTSC 

3:35 pm - 3:50 pm Qualifying - TUDOR  (GTD)

4:00 pm - 4:15 pm Qualifying - TUDOR  (GTLM)

4:25 pm - 4:40 pm Qualifying - TUDOR  (PC)

4:50 pm - 5:05 pm Qualifying - TUDOR  (P)

5:25 pm - 6:10 pm Race #1 - GT3 Cup 

Sunday, August 9, 2015
9:00 am - 9:20 am Warm Up - TUDOR (All Classes)

10:05 am - 10:50 am Race #2 - IMSA Lites 

10:45 am -11:30 am TUDOR Autograph Session 

11:15 am - 12:00 pm Race #2 - GT3 Cup 

2:05 pm - 4:45 pm Race - Continental Tire Road Race 
Showcase for the TUDOR United 
SportsCar Championship  

The chosen ones

The ACO, IMSA and FIA have chosen the four constructors 
who will supply chassis for the cars that will compete in the 
Le Mans Prototypes 2 category in ACO- and FIA-governed 
series and the Prototype class of the IMSA-sanctioned 
TUDOR United SportsCar Championship beginning in 2017. 
The constructors are: Dallara, Onroak Automotive, Oreca, and 
the North American based Riley Tech/Multimatic. Next up, 
engine rules.
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CORVETTE

Gavin/Milner
Corvette Racing • Chevrolet Corvette C7.R
GT Le Mans Michelin
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CORVETTE DP  

Fittipaldi/Barbosa
Action Express Racing • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental

5

FERRARI

Fisichella/Kaffer 
Risi Competizione • Ferrari F458 Italia
GT Le Mans Michelin

62

CORVETTE DP

Westbrook/Valiante 
VisitFlorida.com Racing • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental  

90

911
PORSCHE
Tandy/Pilet
Porsche North America • Porsche 911 RSR
GT Le Mans Michelin

Take a look at the video highlighting Porsche’s recent 
victory at Canadian Tire Motorsport Park

Smartphone 
scan
code 
here

8

BMW

Luhr/Edwards 
BMW  Team RLL  • BMW Z4 GTE
GT Le Mans Michelin

24

HOnDA – LIGIER

Pew/Negri Jr. 
Michael Shank Racing • Ligier JS P2   
Prototype Continental

60
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R. Taylor/J. Taylor 
Wayne Taylor Racing  • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental

10 FORD

Pruett/Hand
Chip Ganassi Racing • Ford Riley DP 
Prototype Continental

01

MAZDA

Long/Miller
Mazda Motorsports • Mazda 
Prototype Continental
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