
Action 
Express: 
“Expect 
to win”
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Luhr’s perfect
at Long Beach

Can LuCas Turn Four For Four InTo FIve For FIve



2 M
any  race drivers know their way around the 
streets of Long Beach, but none know the path 
to the Long Beach Grand Prix winner’s circle 
as well as Lucas Luhr.  

Luhr has entered the race here at America’s 
most storied street circuit four times. He has been to victory lane in 
all four races. 

His success is not simply a matter of being with a single team or 
manufacturer. Luhr’s victories here have come with the factory Audi 
team (2008), the Muscle Milk Aston Martin (2011) and Honda (2012, 
2013) teams, the latter three co-driving with Klaus Graf.

Now, aboard the No. 24  BMW Team RLL BMW Z4 GTE co-driving 
with rising young American star John Edwards, Luhr returns to 
Long Beach in 2015 seeking his fifth victory with a fourth different 
manufacturer.

The most successful driver in history in the former American Le 
Mans Series with 49 career wins, Luhr, 35, a native of Rhineland-
Palatinate, Germany, is looking for his first win in four starts in the 
TUDOR United SportsCar Championship. 

At just 100 minutes, the Long Beach race is the shortest of the 
TUDOR Championship season, making track position, car set-
up and race strategies all critical on the 1.968 mile, 11 turn street 
circuit.

When asked the secret to his Long Beach success, Luhr just 
smiles, “Get in front. Stay in front.” That widely held plan is simple in 
concept and quite difficult in execution.

Getting in front and staying there isn’t easy in the factory team 
dominated GT Le Mans (GTLM) class where a stunning list of 13 
different drivers have won the class pole in the first 13 TUDOR 
Championship events and 11 drivers have set the fastest race laps. 

“The GTLM class is so competitive, it is very, very hard,” said Luhr. 
“It is very close all the time.”

The defending Long Beach GTLM champions, Corvette Racing’s  
Jan Magnussen and Antonio Garcia have claimed the class victories 
at Daytona and Sebring in the first two 2015 TUDOR Championship 
events.

Their Corvette Racing teammates, Oliver Gavin and Tommy 
Milner kicked off their 2012 championship run with a victory here. 
Gavin also holds a pair of wins in the former GT 1 class.

Luhr’s BMW Team RLL factory squad already owns a class victory 
at Long Beach as teammate Bill Auberlen claimed victory in 2013.

The powerful Porsche North America factory squad claimed the 
2014 TUDOR Championship manufacturer championship and 
features two-time Long Beach GT winner Joerg Bergmeister co-
driving with Richard Leitz, while teammates Patrick Pilet and Fred 
Makowiecki are aboard the sister car.

Porsche factory driver Wolf Henzler teams with Bryan Sellers 
aboard the independent but factory technically assisted Falken 
Porsche.

The factory linked Risi Competizione Ferrari is also a past winner 
having claimed victory in the first IMSA competition here in 2007. 
The team successfully pairs former F1 ace Giancarlo Fisichella and 
Pierre Kaffer. 

The GTLM competition is formidable, but then so is Lucas Luhr. 
To prevail, the others must do something no one has ever done 
before, beat Luhr at Long Beach. 
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Lucas Luhr’s 
perfect path

Four for four in Long Beach 



B
ill Auberlen of nearby Redondo 
Beach is a hometown favorite for the 
Tequila Patrón Sports Car Showcase 
at Long Beach.  

As the senior BMW factory racing 
driver worldwide with 53 North American 
endurance sports car wins, Auberlen is 
passionate about racing and BMW.

Following his BMW Team RLL’s switch to 
MICHELIN® tires after winning the GT class at 
Long Beach in 2013, Auberlen said, “Now that 
we are working with Michelin and racing with 
MICHELIN tires I don’t know how we ever won a 
race with a competitor.”

Obviously, Auberlen has a growing passion for 
his team’s technical partner, Michelin, but not 
just for the reasons that you might expect.

Proof of 
Auberlen’s 
strong support 
for Michelin 
is clearly 
evident if you 
ask him about 
his second 
passion, his 
Spectre Catamaran boat. 

Auberlen’s pride and joy is a 32-foot long, 
twin 1300 horsepower engine offshore boat 
with his own designed X Power Drives that has 
a top speed just below 190 mph. Until recently 
however, some of that joy was lost each time he 
trailered the boat to Lake Havasu City, Arizona 
for boat testing or poker runs. 

“I was blowing two trailer tires every trip,” said 
Auberlen. “I just paid the money and bought 
more of that brand of trailer tires.” 

But the 
BMW team 
switch to 
MICHELIN 
tires gave 
Auberlen 
direct access 
to a dedicated 
group of Michelin engineers. After hearing 
his story, they suggested that he switch to a 
Michelin design and a different tire size.  

Auberlen was initially reluctant to change 
to the MICHELIN tires. He liked the 
appearance of the smaller, competitor 
tires, but after yet another episode of 
blown trailer tires, he was finally 
ready to switch. 

 “I finally accepted that 
sitting by the side of the 
road changing blown 

trailer tires wasn’t such a great appearance,” said 
Auberlen.

It didn’t take long for him to recognize the 
wisdom of the Michelin engineers. 

“The minute I saw the MICHELIN tires, 
before we even mounted them, I knew that they 
were in a different league,” said Auberlen. “The 
MICHELIN tires were so much more robust.”

And, just like the race car, the new MICHELIN 
tires have transformed his trailer experience. 

“So far, I’ve made six trips with no issues,” said 
Auberlen. “The tires still look brand new.”

“I would tell anyone with questions on tires 
to ask Michelin,” said Auberlen. “The Michelin 
people know so much about tires and you don’t 
have to be a race car driver to get the benefit of 
their knowledge.”

Indeed anyone can call 800-847-3435 or go on 
line at www.michelinman.com to get Michelin’s 
advice on product lines, tire sizes, performance 
features and promotions.

Here at his home race, the Michelin engineers 
may have their own question for Auberlen. If he 
takes the GTLM class win with 
co-driver Dirk Werner 
aboard his No. 25 BMW 
Z4 GTE again, will he 
take the Michelin 
engineers for a boat 
ride? And, if so, will 
they go?  

After all, while 
Auberlen’s boat 
trailer and new 
2015 BMW X6 M 
tow vehicle ride 
on MICHELIN tires, 
Michelin doesn’t make 
boat tires.

4



I
t is easy to find Joao Barbosa at most TUDOR United 
SportsCar Championship events, just look for Barbosa and 
co-driver Christian Fittipaldi on the podium at the end of 
the race. 

Portugal’s Barbosa and the Brazilian Fittipaldi have been 
on the point since the debut of the TUDOR Championship in 
2014 claiming victory in the inaugural event, the Rolex 24 At 
Daytona in 2014 and wins at Indianapolis and Road America on 
the way to the 2014 IMSA TUDOR Championship manufacturer, 
team and driver titles. The team also won the Tequila Patrón 
North American Endurance Cup. 

Led by team manager Gary Nelson, the Denver, 
North Carolina-based team has adopted an “Expect 
to Win” culture that has produced a remarkable 
consistency. 

Thorough preparation and sharp race strategies 
combined with Barbosa and Fittipaldi’s ability to 
avoid race day troubles have seen the No. 5 Mustang 
Sampling Corvette DP roll off a stunning 10,415 
consecutive race miles. They have finished on the 
lead lap at every TUDOR Championship event.

Barbosa, now age 40, and Fittipaldi have wasted 
no time opening defense of their titles in 2015 with 
a second place finish in the Rolex 24 At Daytona 
and a big victory at the recent Mobil 1 Twelve Hours 
of Sebring.

Following the team’s Sebring win, Barbosa said, “We couldn’t 
have done it without a flawless car. We have covered over 10,000 
miles of racing so far. It’s pretty amazing what these guys are 
doing at the shop to give us this car.”

But, at just 100 minutes, Long Beach is a tight, tricky, 
concrete lined roll of the dice featuring a straight up 
manufacturer battle with the defending race champion Chip 
Ganassi Racing Ford EcoBoost DP of Scott Pruett and Joey 
Hand.

In addition, the Long Beach circuit may prove to be especially 
well suited to Michael Shank Racing’s exciting new Ligier Honda 
LMP2 with Oswaldo Negri and John Pew aboard. 

The steadily improving Mazda Racing prototypes find 
Jonathan Bomarito teamed with Sylvain Tremblay and Tom 

Long paired with Joel Miller.
Also looking to claim the Long Beach victory 

are the Corvette DPs of Wayne Taylor Racing with 
Jordan and Ricky Taylor and the VisitFlorida.com. 
Racing squad with Richard Westbrook and Michael 
Valiante. 

New AX teammates Eric Curran and Dane 
Cameron have also shown considerable pace in the 
No. 31 Whelen Chevrolet DP. 

Despite the solid competition, Barbosa 
concedes no ground, “Last year we won the 
championship and we’re here to prove that we’ll 
give a hard time to anyone who wants to take that 
away from us.” 

With wins on the biggest and longest circuits in 
the TUDOR Championship, the next item on their 

check list is to win in front of their West Coast fans. 
None are more prestigious than Long Beach and with 

Barbosa and Fittipaldi aboard, at Action Express these days, 
they expect to win.  
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Michelin teams from Corvette 
Racing, BMW Team RLL, 
Porsche North America, Risi 
Competizione Ferrari and Aston 
Martin logged a total of 9,486.35 
races miles at the recent Twelve 
Hours of Sebring. Ken Payne, 
motorsports technical director 
at Michelin North America, 
added 32,203 steps for 12.93 
miles walking the pit lane and 
paddock during the race. 

Who is next?
When Porsche North America’s Fred Makowiecki won the 

GTLM class pole at Sebring he became the 13th different 
GTLM driver to claim the class 
pole in the first 13 TUDOR United 
SportsCar Championship races. 
Eleven different drivers have 
set the fastest GTLM race lap. 
That level of competition makes 
the factory dominated TUDOR 
Championship GTLM class 
one of the most respected and 
competitive classes worldwide.

6 FasT FACTS

      

Although there is no time saved 
on a standard pit stop, don’t be 
surprised if some Michelin GTLM 
class teams skip a tire change 
during a yellow flag pit stop. At 
just 100 minutes in duration, Long 
Beach is the shortest race of the 
season and track position can be 
critical on the tight street circuit. 
BMW Team RLL did just that in 
winning the GT class here in 2013. 

Watch us now 
on FOX

Don’t miss the 2015 TUDOR United SportsCar 
Championship as the series competes at the Grand Prix of 
Long Beach. Listen live all weekend on IMSA Radio on IMSA.
com or radiolemans.com.

Friday, April 17 (All times PT)
Qualifying: 5:30 p.m. IMSA.com 

Saturday, April 18
Live Race Stream: 4:05 p.m. IMSA.com

Sunday, April 19
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.: FOX Sports 1

extra MileageJan. 24-25: Daytona International Speedway – All classes

March 21: Sebring International Raceway – All classes

April 18: Long Beach Street Circuit – P/GTLM

May 3: Mazda Raceway – All classes

May 30: Detroit Belle Isle – P/PC/GTD

June 28: Watkins Glen International – All classes

July 12: Canadian Tire Motorsport Park – P/PC/GTLM

July 25: Lime Rock Park – PC/GTD

Aug. 9: Road America – All classes

Aug. 23: Virginia International Raceway – GTLM/GTD

Sept. 19: Circuit of The Americas – All classes

Oct. 3: Road Atlanta – All classes

2015 schedule

Keep the change....maybe



Michelin hopes to continue its Long Beach success in the 
open tire GTLM class where it has GT wins with Ferrari (Risi-
2007), Ferrari (Tafel-2008), Porsche (Flying Lizard 2009-10), 
BMW Team RLL (2013) and Corvette Racing (2012 and 2014). 

Until being restricted from the Prototype class in 2014, 
Michelin Prototype teams also enjoyed great success at 
Long Beach, including overall race victories with Porsche 
(Penske-2007), Audi (2008), Acura (de Ferran-2009), Acura 
(Highcroft-2010), Aston Martin (Muscle Milk-2011) and 
Honda (Muscle Milk 2012-2013). 

Fun at the 
beach

7FasT FACTS
“At Long Beach, you need to run 
at 100 percent but you have no 

room for error. The walls are very 
close and traffic will be a factor.”

CORVETTE RACING’s ANTONIO GARCIA whO wITh CO-dRIVER JAN MAGNussEN ARE ThE dEfENdING GTLM ChAMpIONs

Friday, april 17, 2015
7:45 am - 9:45 am Practice #1 - TUDOR (All Classes)

10:45 am - 11:30 am Practice #1 - PWC

11:45 am - 12:15 pm Practice - Pro/Celebrity

12:30 pm - 1:15 pm Practice #1 - IndyCar

1:30 pm - 2:15 pm Practice #1 -Indy Lights

3:00 pm - 3:30 pm Qualifying - Pro/Celebrity

3:45 pm - 4:30 pm Practice #2 - IndyCar

4:45 pm - 5:20 pm Practice #2 - TUDOR (All Classes)

5:30 pm - 5:45 pm Qualifying - TUDOR (GTLM)

5:55 pm - 6:10 pm Qualifying - TUDOR (P)

7:00 pm - 7:45 pm Practice - Super Drift

7:45 pm - 9:00 pm Qualifying - Super Drift

saturday, april 18, 2015
7:55 am - 8:15 am Practice & Qualifying - SST

8:30 am - 9:00 am Qualifying - PWC

9:15 am - 9:45 am Practice #2 -Indy Lights

10:00 am - 10:45 am Practice #3 - IndyCar

11:40 am - 12:40 pm Race - Pro/Celebrity

12:55 pm - 1:40 pm Qualifying -Indy Lights

1:00 pm - 1:45 pm TUDOR Autograph Session

2:00 pm - 3:15 pm Qualifying - IndyCar (& Firestone Fast 6)

4:05 pm - 5:45 pm Race - Tequila Patrón Sports Car 
Showcase at Long Beach for the TUDOR 
United SportsCar Championship

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Competition - Super Drift

Chevrolet celebrated the 50th anniversary of its lone 
Sebring overall victory in sensational fashion. The No. 5 
Action Express Racing Corvette DP driven by Joao Barbosa, 
Christian Fittipaldi and Sebastien Bourdais led a 1-2-3 
Chevrolet sweep while Corvette Racing’s Jan Magnussen, 
Antonio Garcia and Ryan Briscoe took the GTLM class 
win. Oh - and they also power the PC class as well. 3 wins! 
Hopefully, the cleaners were able to get the champagne out of 
all their fire suits in time for Long Beach.

Chevy success
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Auberlen/Werner 
BMW  Team RLL  • BMW Z4 GTE
GT Le Mans Michelin
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PorsCHe

Bergmeister/Lietz 
Porsche North America • Porsche 911 RSR
GT Le Mans Michelin

912

CorveTTe DP  

Fittipaldi/Barbosa
Action Express Racing • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental

5

FerrarI

Fisichella/Kaffer 
Risi Competizione • Ferrari F458 Italia
GT Le Mans Michelin

62

CorveTTe DP

Westbrook/Valiante 
VisitFlorida.com Racing • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental  

90

3
Magnussen/Garcia
Corvette Racing • Chevrolet Corvette C7.R
GT Le Mans Michelin

Check out the highlights of the 12 Hours of Sebring 
where the No.3 Corvette took the GTLM victory

smartphone 
scan
code 
here
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ForD rILeY DP

Pruett/Hand
Chip Ganassi Racing • Ford Riley DP 
Prototype Continental

01

HonDa – LIGIer

Pew/Negri Jr. 
Michael Shank Racing • Ligier JS P2   
Prototype Continental

60

CorveTTe DP

J.Taylor/R.Taylor
Wayne Taylor Racing • Corvette DP 
Prototype Continental

10

MaZDa

Long/Miller
SpeedSource • Mazda 
Prototype Continental
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