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JBom ready
to Zoom Zoom

Bomarito rising to the skyactiv challenge



H
aving spent the 
2014 TUDOR 
United SportsCar 
Championship 
campaign immersed 

in a rugged title fight, ultimately, 
decided in favor of his then No. 93 
SRT Viper team and co-driver Kuno 
Wittmer, Jonathan Bomarito has come 
home to Mazda for the 2015 TUDOR 
Championship season. 

Known as “JBom” by friends and 
teammates, Bomarito, now 33 years 
of age, is a native of Monterey with 
long and strong ties to Mazda. A Stars 
of Tomorrow Karting champion, he 
showed considerable 
speed and was a 
consistent winner in 
the Mazda-powered 
Formula Atlantic 
series before joining 
the Mazda sports car 
partner SpeedSource 
team headed by Sylvain 
Tremblay in 2009.

He has three wins, including a class 
win at the Rolex 24 At Daytona in 2010 
aboard a Mazda RX-8 in the GT class. 

“I feel as though I’m coming home 
to be back with Mazda,” said Bomarito.  
That sentiment is matched by John 
Doonan, Director of Motorsports for 
Mazda North American Operations 
who says, “Jonathan is respected and 
loved by the team as well as Mazda fans. 
We’re happy to have him back in the 
family.” 

After having spent three years helping 
to develop a championship contender 

at Viper, Bomarito finds himself in the 
midst of another, albeit more exotic, 
development program at Mazda where 
a SkyActiv turbo diesel-powered 
Prototype team is steadily progressing 
up the speed charts.

Last year, Bomarito and Wittmer 
teamed for six podium finishes 
including GTLM class wins at 
Indianapolis and Circuit of The 
Americas. In 2015, Bomarito is now 
paired with Tristan Nunez in the No. 
70 SpeedSource Mazda Prototype with 
teammates Joel Miller and Tom Long 
aboard the No. 07. Bomarito and all of 

his teammates persistently continue 
the relentless drive that makes ultimate 
success most satisfying. 

Here at Mazda’s home track, Mazda 
Raceway Laguna Seca, the team will 
look to take advantage of its fuel 
economy to open up strategic options 
as it seeks to move closer to the success 
that Mazda traditionally enjoys.

While the Mazda development 
continues, rival teams like Ford 
EcoBoost’s Chip Ganassi Racing with 
Californians Scott Pruett and Joey Hand 
and the Honda Prototype from Michael 
Shank Racing with Ozz Negri and John 

Pew aren’t standing still.
Neither are the Corvette DPs of 

Long Beach winners Jordan and Ricky 
Taylor of Wayne Taylor Racing and 
the VisitFlorida.com Racing team 
with Richard Westbrook and Michael 
Valiante.

The defending TUDOR Champions 
from Action Express also provide 
a double–barreled statement with 
champions Joao Barbosa and 
Christian Fittipaldi aboard the No. 5 
Action Express Corvette DP with new 
teammates Dane Cameron and Eric 
Curran co-driving the No. 31 Whelen 
Corvette DP. The “AX” men look to 
move the goal posts every race. 

Competition however is 
something that Mazda 

understands to its 
core. With a 
program that 

ranges from the 
MX-5 Cup to the Mazda 

Road to 24 and the Mazda Road 
to Indy, there are more Mazdas racing 
on any given weekend than any other 
brand. 

Mazda calls it “Zoom-Zoom” and it 
is more than simple marketing line, it is 
part of the corporate culture. When the 
Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion 
takes place here in August, many of the 
Mazda managers and executives will be 
racing themselves.

That passion and commitment 
identifies and develops talent like 
Jonathan Bomarito and draws them 
home to add to the next chapter in 
Mazda history. 
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M
ontreal’s Kuno Wittmer achieved a 
dream as he claimed the 2014 GTLM 
driver’s title in the TUDOR United 
SportsCar Championship. 

In just his second full season of 
GTLM competition, the 32 year old Wittmer had a break out 
campaign as he prevailed over the factory aces from BMW, 
Corvette, Porsche, his own SRT Viper teammates, and the 
factory tied shoes from the Risi Competizione Ferrari and 
Falken Porsche teams. 

In a class where 11 different drivers, including Wittmer, 
won poles and 10 set fastest race laps in the 11 race season, 
Wittmer led all drivers with seven podium finishes and 
teamed with Viper co-driver Jonathan Bomarito for victories 
at Indianapolis and Circuit of The Americas. His growth as a 
driver obvious, it was a time for a proper celebration.

The celebration was short lived as a few hours later he 
learned that he had lost his ride. His SRT Viper factory team 
was dropping out of the series.

So how does a bright, hardworking, exceptionally fit, 32 
year old series champion and popular brand ambassador 
in one of the most competitive classes in sports car racing 
worldwide end up without a ride?

The short answer is timing.
“The big factory teams make their plans in May or June. 

They were all pretty well set on their driver line-ups when 
the Viper news came out,” said Wittmer. “It was too late for 
Marc (Goossens) and Dominik (Farnbacher) and me to line 
up new rides. Thankfully, Jonathan had a ride with Mazda, 
but the rest of us and some of the crew all got hit.”

Already a Platinum rated driver for his Canadian 
championships and factory ride, Wittmer’s TUDOR 
Championship makes it difficult for him to fit into the 
ranking pairs in the Pro-Am classes. His only 2015 drive 
came at the Rolex 24 At Daytona.

Fluent in English, French and German, Wittmer says, “The 
hardest part was during the winter. I’ve always had day to 
day plans, calls, meetings, tests, runs in the simulator and 
brand ambassador duties. The only positive was it gave me 
more time with my wife and our baby son.”

“Now, that the season is underway, I can at least go to the 
races, including here in Monterey to keep current and talk to 
teams as they make plans for next year,” said Wittmer.  

Having spent hundreds of hours in the race simulator at 
Multimatic outside of Toronto helping to develop the Viper 
and himself into champions, he hopes that experience and 
his championship will help land the next ride. 

“I really like working with the team and helping to develop 
the car and that in turn gives me even more confidence 
in the races,” said Wittmer, who scored two wins and a 
pair of thirds in the final five races of the 2014 TUDOR 
Championship fight.

“I am fighter. I like a hard, clean fight. The biggest thing 
right now is to stay fit, stay active, be prepared and be ready,” 
said Wittmer. “My goal for 2016 is to have a factory ride in 
a major championship like the TUDOR Championship or 
WEC. I am a very hungry race driver.”  
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W
hen the big two-car GTLM 
factory teams roll to the 
grid here at Mazda Raceway 
Laguna Seca they will be 
watching each other and 

keeping an especially close eye on the No. 62 Risi 
Competizione Ferrari. 

Factory linked, but proudly independent, 
the Houston based single car Risi team has 
given the factory teams from BMW Team RLL, 
Corvette Racing and Porsche North America all 
they can handle and sometimes more in recent 
competition. 

With two wins and three second place finishes 
in the past eight TUDOR United SportsCar 
Championship races, including runner-up finishes 
in the two most recent stops at Sebring and Long 
Beach, you can sense the momentum building in 
the Risi paddock. 

Team principal Giuseppe Risi, the legendary 
Dave Sims, technical director Rick Mayer and an 
experienced and passionate crew, have long made 
the squad the benchmark for independent teams 
in international sports car competition.

Now, the strong leadership and technical side 
of the Risi team and the successful blending of the 
latest driver combination of Giancarlo Fisichella 
and Pierre Kaffer has aroused the Ferrari faithful 
and proven that independent teams can still win 
in one of the toughest classes in racing. 

The most recent piece of the puzzle, Kaffer, age 
38, the 2010 International GT Open Champion, 
was born in Germany and currently resides in 
Switzerland. His resume includes stints in ALMS, 
DTM, International GT Open and FIA World 
Endurance Championship.

He also has a victory at the 24 Hours of Le 
Mans in 2009 with a Risi Ferrari co-driving with 
Mika Salo and Jaime Melo. Kaffer also has LMP1 
victories at the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring 
and here at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca.

the risi record:
American Le Mans Series and  
TUDOR Championship Wins 24

24 Hours of Le Mans Wins 3

Team Championships 2

Driver Championships 1

Manufacturer Championships 1

Twelve Hours of Sebring Wins 3

Petit Le Mans Wins 2

Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca Wins 2

4



Pierre kaFFer:
on co-driving with giancarlo 
Fisichella:

 “Giancarlo is one of my best teammates ever. 
We are a good team. The communication and the 
way we work together are quite good. Giancarlo 
and I are the same height; we use the same seat, 
the same pedal and steering wheel positions. We 
even have the same size shoes!

“Our driving styles are very similar. We 
communicate very well and we trust each other. 
We do not fight over who qualifies or who is in the 
car at the start or the finish. We are a big family. We 
trust each other. With a teammate like Giancarlo it 
makes it much easier to be successful.”

on how does a one car, semi-
independent team from houston, post 
such a record of success against the 
powerful two-car full factory teams: 

“I do not think it is an advantage to be a one car 
team. With two cars you can always collect more 
data. Sometimes it is very difficult for us at a race.

“In terms of advantages, everyone is 
concentrated on one car. We are all focused. It 
would be nice to have two cars and may be a little 
better for the budget. I have to thank Giuseppe 
(Risi) for his patience. We are like a big family 
together. It is not easy to be a single car team 
racing against the big, two-car factory teams.”

on racing in america:
 “I love to race in America, especially with 

Giuseppe Risi, the Risi Competizione team and 
Giancarlo. It is a dream to be part of a team like 
this when everything is working well. The team 
went through a very difficult time early last year 
and now everyone appreciates the success.

 “It takes a long time to get a team to this stage, 
when you have it all together. Things were rough 
for the team early last year and when I came in it 
wasn’t easy to get everyone’s trust.

“The GTLM class is the highest competition 
today in the world. Everything needs to be perfect 
to win and the race is never done until you finish.”

on racing at mazda raceway laguna 
seca:

“Laguna Seca is unique. Everyone in the world 
knows Laguna Seca and The Corkscrew.

“I won in LMP1 at Laguna Seca with Audi in 
2004. Last year, we almost won here, but we caught 
traffic late in the race and finished third.

“I am really looking forward to being back at 
Laguna Seca.”
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Bill Auberlen’s pole at Long Beach made him 
the 14th different driver to claim the GTLM 
class pole in the first 14 TUDOR Championship 
races. His BMW Team RLL co-driver, Dirk 
Werner became the 12th different 
driver to set fastest GTLM race lap.  
Favorites to become the 15th driver 
on the pole include Corvette Racing’s 
Tommy Milner, BMW’s Lucas Luhr 
and Dirk Werner, Porsche’s Joerg 
Bergmeister and Falken’s Wolf 
Henzler and Bryan Sellers. 

short or long?
Shorn of his mullet shortly after being 

featured on the cover of The Alley here last 
May, Jordan Taylor proved that he and his 

brother, Ricky, both still have plenty of 
speed. They took the overall 
victory at the 2014 season 
ending Petit Le Mans and 
just claimed their first win of 
2015 at Long Beach. 

6 Fast FACTS

      

Watch us now 
on FOX

Don’t miss the 2015 TUDOR United SportsCar 
Championship as the series competes at Mazda Raceway 
Laguna Seca. Listen live all weekend on IMSA Radio on IMSA.
com or radiolemans.com

Saturday, May 2 (All times EDT)
Qualifying
7:15 p.m. IMSA.com (Live)

Sunday, May 3
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. FOX Sports 1 (Live)

Who’s next?Jan. 24-25: Daytona International Speedway – All classes

March 21: Sebring International Raceway – All classes

April 18: Long Beach Street Circuit – P/GTLM

May 3: Mazda Raceway – All classes

May 30: Detroit Belle Isle – P/PC/GTD

June 28: Watkins Glen International – All classes

July 12: Canadian Tire Motorsport Park – P/PC/GTLM

July 25: Lime Rock Park – PC/GTD

Aug. 9: Road America – All classes

Aug. 23: Virginia International Raceway – GTLM/GTD

Sept. 19: Circuit of The Americas – All classes

Oct. 3: Road Atlanta – All classes

2015 schedule

Winners!
After five second place finishes, BMW Team RLL scored 

its first TUDOR United SportsCar Championship victory 
in style at Long Beach. The Bobby Rahal led team saw Bill 
Auberlen lead a BMW front row lockout with John Edwards 
in qualifying. Auberlen’s co-driver Dirk Werner then set the 
fastest race lap in delivering the victory. It was Werner’s’ first 
race victory in five years. 



velocity yellow
Jan Magnussen and Antonio 

Garcia will be looking for their 
third consecutive victory here at 
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca and 
a fourth in a row here for Corvette 
Racing. Teammates Oliver Gavin 
and Tommy Milner won here in 
2012. While the No. 3 of Garcia and Magnussen has taken the 
GTLM wins in six of the last twelve TUDOR Championship 
races, their teammates in the No. 4 Corvette are on a tough 
0-19 run dating back to Canada 2013.  

everyBody in
After separating the TUDOR Championship  Pro (P and 

GTLM) and Pro/Am (PC and GTD) classes into two separate 
two hour races here last year, IMSA and Mazda Raceway 
Laguna Seca officials have put the band back together for 
a traditional full field, two-hour 40-minute race. With extra 
traffic and pit stops, the color coded number panels on the 
sides of the cars will help fans keep track of the action.

As the countdown to this year’s Le Mans 24 Hours ticks on, 
teams around the world have been putting in testing miles in 
preparation for the French endurance classic. The US-based 
Nissan LM P1 squad has been clocking miles at the new 
NCM Motorsport Park in Kentucky - across the road from the 
National Corvette Museum

7Fast FACTS
“At least I got to lead the pace lap! 
But here comes the Ferrari and I 
thought to myself - you’ve got to 

be kidding me!”

LONG BEACH WINNER BILL AUBERLEN TALKS ABOUT THE START OF THE RACE WHERE HE WAS PASSED BY GIANCARLO FISICHELLA

Friday, may 1, 2015
8:00 am - 8:30 am Practice #1 - MX-5

8:45 am - 9:25 am Practice #1 - LBST

9:40 am - 10:25 am Practice #1 - CTSC

10:40 am - 11:10 am Practice #2 - MX-5

11:30 am -12:30 pm Practice #1 - TUDOR (All Classes)

1:30 pm - 2:10 pm Practice #2 - LBST

2:25 pm - 3:10 pm Practice #2 - CTSC

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm Practice #2 - TUDOR (All Classes)

4:50 pm - 5:20 pm Qualifying - MX-5

5:35 pm - 5:50 pm Qualifying - CTSC ST

6:05 pm - 6:20 pm Qualifying - CTSC GS

saturday, may 2, 2015
8:00 am - 8:30 am Qualifying - LBST

8:40 am - 9:25 am Race #1 - MX-5 

9:40 am - 10:30 am Race #1 - LBST 

10:50 am -11:50 am Practice #3 - TUDOR (All Classes)

1:00 pm - 3:30 pm Race - CTSC 

4:15 pm - 4:30 pm Qualifying - TUDOR (GTD)

4:40 pm - 4:55 pm Qualifying - TUDOR (PC)

5:05 pm - 5:20 pm Qualifying - TUDOR (GTLM)

5:30 pm - 5:45 pm Qualifying - TUDOR (P)

sunday, may 3, 2015
8:15 am – 8:35 am Warm Up - TUDOR (All Classes)

9:10 am – 9:55 am Race #2 - MX-5 

10:15 am -11:00 am TUDOR Autograph Session

10:15 am - 11:05 am Race #2 - LBST 

1:05 pm - 3:45 pm Grand Prix of Monterey Race for the 
TUDOR United SportsCar Championship 
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corvette

Gavin/Milner
Corvette Racing • Chevrolet Corvette C7.R
GT Le Mans Michelin
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Porsche

Bergmeister/Christensen
Porsche North America • Porsche 911 RSR
GT Le Mans Michelin

912

corvette dP  

Fittipaldi/Barbosa
Action Express Racing • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental

5

Ferrari

Fisichella/Kaffer 
Risi Competizione • Ferrari F458 Italia
GT Le Mans Michelin

62

corvette dP

Westbrook/Valiante 
VisitFlorida.com Racing • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental  

90

10
corvette dP
R. Taylor/J. Taylor 
Wayne Taylor Racing  • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental

Look back at the last round of the series at Long 
Beach where the Taylor brothers were victorious.

smartphone 
scan
code 
here
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Ford riley dP

Pruett/Hand
Chip Ganassi Racing • Ford Riley DP 
Prototype Continental

01

honda – ligier

Pew/Negri Jr. 
Michael Shank Racing • Ligier JS P2   
Prototype Continental

60

06
BmW

Auberlen/Werner 
BMW  Team RLL  • BMW Z4 GTE
GT Le Mans Michelin

25

maZda

Long/Miller
SpeedSource • Mazda 
Prototype Continental
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