
Corvette’s 
“closer”
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Joey Hand’s
return flight

SWITCHING FROM THE DTM TO CHARGING ON FOR FORD



I
t is rather appropriate that Joey 
Hand will spend this week at 
an airport, albeit on the racing 
circuit side of the Sebring 
Regional Airport. 

The 36-year old Californian has spent 
a lot of time at airports in recent years, 
with a million mile journey that began 
in late 2011. 

Hand had opened his 2011 scorecard 
aboard the race winning BMW powered 
Chip Ganassi Racing Riley prototype at 
the Rolex 24 At Daytona.

He immediately followed that with 
the GT class win at the 2011 Mobil 
1 Twelve Hours of Sebring with his 
primary team, BMW Team RLL. By 
season’s end, Hand had claimed the 
American Le Mans Series GT driver’s 
championship.

As a reward, the BMW factory driver 
was dispatched to Europe for the famed 
DTM series aboard a factory BMW.

The competition was fierce and so 
were the travels which included more 
than 20 overseas trips last year alone. “I 
flew about 325,000 miles last year,” says 
Hand, who will stay on this side of the 
pond for most of 2015.

Now, there is a new plan and it 
involves more than Hand’s frequent 
flyer mileage. 

Hand is traveling across the paddock 
to rejoin Chip Ganassi Racing, now 
with Ford, for the 2015 TUDOR United 
SportsCar Championship aboard the 
Ford EcoBoost Daytona Riley Prototype. 

Teamed here with legendary Scott 
Pruett and IndyCar champion Scott 
Dixon, he is looking to add an overall 
victory to his pair of Sebring GT class 
victories. While V8 engines have 
traditionally dominated Prototype 

competition, the new Ford EcoBoost 
turbocharged V6 showed considerable 
promise and development in the 
2014 TUDOR Championship with the 
Ganassi Ford EcoBoost team winning 
three races including Sebring.

Demonstrating that progress, the 
Ganassi team opened the 2015 TUDOR 
Championship with the victory in the 
Rolex 24 At Daytona with Dixon, Tony 
Kanaan, Jamie McMurray and Kyle 
Larson aboard. 

A boarding pass for the top of the 
podium here at Sebring will likely 
require a near perfect 12 Hour run. 

Hand, Pruett and Dixon will be the 
sole Ford entry, facing 13 top Prototype 
competitors from Chevrolet, Honda, 
Mazda, BMW, Judd and the Elan 
powered DeltaWing.

Leading the powerful Corvette DP 
fleet is the 2014 TUDOR Championship 
winning Action Express Racing team 
with Christian Fittipaldi, Joao Barbosa 
and Sebastien Bourdais, now joined at 
Action Express by the Whelen Corvette 
DP of Eric Curran, Dane Cameron and 
Max Papis.  

Looking to fight back from a major 
disappointment that saw its apparent 
podium finish at Daytona tossed due to 
a drive time violation, the Wayne Taylor 
Racing team blends young stars Jordan 
and Ricky Taylor with the masterful Max 
Angelelli.

They are joined by the Chevrolet V8 
powered brigade of Richard Westbrook, 
Michael Valiante and Mike Rockenfeller 
at VisitFlorida.com Racing.

Honda arrives at Sebring with a triple 
punch. Michael Shank Racing showed 
considerable speed at Daytona with 
its new Ligier Honda. The Daytona 

pole winners add Justin Wilson to the 
rotation along with Ozz Negri and John 
Pew.

Scott Sharp’s Tequila Patrón ESM 
Honda team sees Sharp joined in their 
HPD Honda by Ryan Dalziel and David 
Heinemeier Hansson with teammates 
Ed Brown, Johannes van Overbeek and 
Jon Fogarty in the #2.

A season of development is also 
paying off for SpeedSource Mazda. The 
diesel team has made dramatic strides 
forward and now features Jonathan 
Bomarito with Tristan Nunez and 
Sylvain Tremblay in the #70 and Tom 
Long, Joel Miller and Ben Devlin in the 
#07 sister car.

BMW counters with Starworks 
Motorsport and the fleet Brendon 
Hartley and Scott Mayer together with 
the Fifty Plus Racing squad featuring 
Dorsey Schroeder.

Krohn Racing has Nic Jonsson and 
Olivier Pla teamed with team owner 
Tracy Krohn in a new Judd powered 
Ligier prototype, while the radical 
DeltaWing of Memo Rojas (2014 
Sebring race winning co-driver), 
Katherine Legge and Andy Meyrick 
has an Elan powerplant.

The 12 hour continuous 
flight around the 
bumpy 3.74 miles 
of Sebring 
International 
Raceway is 
ready for 
takeoff. 
Fasten your 
seat belts 
and enjoy 
the ride.
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A
s opening day of the 
2015 baseball season 
approaches, teams look 
to settle on the pitcher 
who will take the ball late 

in close games and close out the victory.
In the TUDOR United SportsCar 

Championship, Corvette Racing appears 
to have a bullpen that would be the envy 
of any manager, including the apparent 
Mariano Rivera of race closers, Antonio 
Garcia.

Quiet and modest, but ruthlessly quick 
and efficient, Garcia is often behind 
the wheel in the final stages of a tight 
race like the recent Rolex 24 At Daytona 
where the margin of victory after 24 
hours was a scant 0.478 seconds over a 
fast closing BMW. 

Whether protecting the lead or 
relentlessly closing and pressuring the 
leader to create an opening, Garcia 
and co-driver Jan Magnussen are both 
consistently able to deliver in key 
situations.

Traditionally calm on the radio, 
Garcia’s laser like focus and ability 
to bring the car home are a perfect 

complement to the feisty Magnussen’s 
determination and ability to create 
passing opportunities that would 
otherwise appear nonexistent. 

Since Long Beach 2014, Garcia 
and Magnussen have taken their #3 
Corvette Racing C7.R to five GTLM 
class victories in the past ten TUDOR 
Championship races, including the 
season opening Rolex 24 At Daytona 
where they teamed with IndyCar ace 
Ryan Briscoe. 

Garcia’s success is not limited to North 
America. He has three GT class victories 
at the 24 Hours of Le Mans, the most 
recent in 2012 when he helped Corvette 
Racing’s Tommy Milner and Olivier 
Beretta close out a come from behind 
win. 

Magnussen has four Le Mans wins. 
The two combined to win the 2013 
American Le Mans Series GT class driver 
championship.

Ironically, Corvette Racing does not 
always plan to have Garcia in the car in 
the closing stages.  

“Jan and Antonio alternate qualifying, 
and the IMSA rules require that the 

qualifying driver start the race so that 
certainly sets up the rotation at the 
shorter races,” said Corvette Racing 
program manager Doug Fehan. 

“When we start the long races at 
Daytona or Sebring, we have no idea if 
we will be leading or chasing at the end. 

“We just see how the race unfolds. We 
have Jan and Antonio as our regulars in 
the #3 car and Oliver Gavin and Tommy 
Milner in the #4 car. 

“Everyone on the team is totally 
comfortable with any of our drivers. 
That’s why they are Corvette Racing 
factory drivers!” said Fehan.

Here at Sebring in 2013, it was Gavin 
and Milner mounting a heroic late race 
charge to chase down the race leading 
Ferrari and take the GTLM class 
victory.

“I told Antonio that I was glad he was 
in the car at the end of Daytona,” laughed 
Magnussen. 

“That was getting too close for comfort, 
but we believe in each other and in the 
team.”

And that is how champions get to the 
finish first.

4

Center of Gravity
One of the more critical areas in design and set-

up. Generally, the lower the center of gravity is to 
the track, the better. All the accelerating, braking 
and cornering forces work through the center of 
gravity and that, along with today’s underbody 
designs, means more downforce and better 
stability, unless, of course, they go too low.

Race engineers like to run cars as low to the track 
as possible. That is why you may see sparks when 
the car touches the ground. There are sacrificial 
planks made of a wood material called jabroc (and 
sometimes titanium) to prevent damage to the car. 
A low center of gravity means less weight transfer, 
less roll, and less squat and dive - but watch out for 
the bumps.
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Aerodynamic Grip
The result of the downforce 

from the car’s bodywork, wings 
and the underside of the car. 
The faster you go, the more aero 
grip there is. In fact, a modern 
prototype race car will produce 
so much downforce that it 
could run upside down “on the 
ceiling” at speeds above 120 
mph. Aero grip complements 
mechanical grip. If you miss the 
aero grip set up, the car will be 
nervous at speed and if you miss 
mechanical grip, it will be slow 
in low speed corners.

Aerodynamic Balance
Also called center of pressure 

- it defines when the downforce 
or aerodynamic pressure on the 
front wheels and the downforce 
on the rear wheels is equal. 
Too much pressure on the front 
causes oversteer (the back end 
of the car wants to slide out) and 
too much on the rear results in 
understeer (the car doesn’t want 
to turn). Downforce is a function 
of the car’s overall shape, 
underbody and wing design. The 
center of pressure is usually close 
to where the center of gravity is. 

Mechanical Grip
This is the grip between the tires and 

the track produced by the suspension 
and tires. A good race car will maximize 

both aero grip and mechanical grip. 
Drivers like lots of grip and they have 
to manage the car if the tires start 

to overheat or lose grip. A lack of 
mechanical grip contributes to both 

understeer and oversteer and makes the 
car slow and difficult to handle. 

The Winning Formula
To win the race here, drivers 

and engineers want a well-
balanced, drivable car with good 

aerodynamic and mechanical 
grip, consistent handling, the 
ability to handle the bumps, 

braking and turn in stability, 
adaptable to the changing track 

conditions and something that 
photographs well in victory circle.

Weight Transfer
How smoothly the weight is transferred 

and where it goes is critical. Under 
acceleration, weight is transferred to the 

rear tires, while under braking, the front 
tires get the weight, and during cornering, 
the load is put on the right or left tires. 

Weight transfer is used to maximize 
mechanical grip. Smooth is good. Drivers 

who are more abrupt in their throttle and 
steering inputs aggravate weight transfer.

Race Car 
Physics:
Sebring 

Style

G
etting a race car well balanced and connected to 
the track for the entire 12 hours here at Sebring 
International Raceway requires a lot of good 
driver-team communication.

Fans can listen to team radios and follow the 
team as well as the Series telecasts, radio and team social media 

feeds to stay fully engaged. But if you listen in, you want to 
know what terms like “mid-corner understeer,” or “on-throttle 
oversteer,” and “high speed lift,” mean. 

Generally, these driver descriptions have their basis in the 
laws of physics and performance characteristics that govern race 
cars. 



While the GTLM class has seen a dozen 
different drivers claim pole in as many 
races, TRG’s James Davison either has 
good friends in the timing and scoring 
electronosphere or he is flat quick. 
The 28 year old Australian has put the 
#007 TRG Aston Martin V12 Vantage 
on the GTD class pole for its last five 
consecutive TUDOR Championship 
races. #goodshowmate

Dandy dozen
When Oliver Gavin put his #4 Corvette 

Racing C7.R on the GTLM class pole at the 
season opening Rolex 24 At Daytona, he 
continued a streak that illustrates the level 

of competition in the TUDOR United 
SportsCar Championship. Gavin 

became the 12th different GTLM 
driver to win the class pole in 
the first 12 races. 

6 FAST FACTS

      

Time’s up
Uggghhh. Fighting for the race win in the 

closing hours of the Rolex 24 At Daytona, the 
Wayne Taylor Racing team inadvertently 
had Jordan Taylor exceed the rule limiting 
drivers to a maximum of four hours in any 
six hour period. The team was penalized 
and dropped from the podium to last place in 
the Prototype class. Makes a guy want to put on his 
onesies and climb back in bed. 

Double uggghhh: Also losing a Rolex 24 podium finish due 
to a drive time violation was the #16 BAR1 Motorsports PC 
of Johnny Mowlem, Tomy Drissi, Martín Plowman and Tom 
Papadopoulos.  

Watch us now 
on FOX

Don’t miss the 2015 TUDOR United SportsCar 
Championship as the series competes at the Twelve Hours of 
Sebring. Listen live all weekend on IMSA Radio on IMSA.com 
or radiolemans.com

Friday, March 20 (All times EDT)
Qualifying
4:00 p.m. IMSA.com  
Saturday, March 21
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. FOX Sports 1
12:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. FOX Sports 2
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. IMSA.com
10:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. FOX Sports 2 
Sunday, March 22
8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. FOX Sports 1 (Highlights)

Pole Man 
007-style

Jan. 24-25: Daytona International Speedway – All classes

March 21: Sebring International Raceway – All classes

April 18: Long Beach Street Circuit – P/GTLM

May 3: Mazda Raceway – P/GTLM and PC/GTD

May 30: Detroit Belle Isle – P/PC/GTD

June 28: Watkins Glen International – All classes

July 12: Canadian Tire Motorsport Park – P/PC/GTLM

July 25: Lime Rock Park – PC/GTD

Aug. 9: Road America – All classes

Aug. 23: Virginia International Raceway – GTLM/GTD

Sept. 19: Circuit of The Americas – All classes

Oct. 3: Road Atlanta – All classes

2015 Schedule



Don’t miss it!
The 1965 Sebring-winning 

Chaparral 2 will turn exhibition 
laps this weekend celebrating the 
50th anniversary of its victory in 
one of the greatest races in Sebring 
history. The Chevrolet-powered 
prototype driven by Jim Hall and Hap Sharp won the pole 
and broke the race lap record as they bested the previously 
dominant Ford and Ferrari entries. Jim Hall II will drive his 
father’s car for the exhibition laps and the Chaparral 2 will be 
on display in the Gallery of Legends in the Paddock.

THE GREEN
St. Patrick’s Day is typically part of any 

Sebring race week celebration. Derek Daly is the 
only driver from Ireland to claim an overall win, but is 
certainly not the only one to wear the green or enjoy a 

proper celebration.  

The factory BMW Team RLL entries are sporting a special 
look beginning this weekend as BMW celebrates the 40th 
anniversary of BMW’s first race in the USA. BMW Motorsport 
competed in the 1975 IMSA season with two new BMW 
3.0 CSL race cars and will celebrate the anniversary with a 
unique livery and driver uniforms at Sebring. 

New old look

7FAST FACTS
“The way you win the race, it’s 
all about the match ups and 

putting your drivers against their 
drivers.”

Mike Hull, Managing Director, cHip ganassi racing, winners of tHe 2015 rolex 24 anD DefenDing sebring cHaMpions

Thursday, March 19, 2015
8:35 am - 8:55 am Qualifying - GT3 Cup

9:10 am - 9:55 am Race #1 - MX-5 - 45 Minutes

10:15 am -11:15 am Practice #1 - TUDOR (All Classes)

12:30 pm -12:45 pm Qualifying - CTSC ST

1:00 pm - 1:15 pm Qualifying - CTSC GS

1:35 pm - 2:05 pm Race #1 - Lites 

2:25 pm - 3:25 pm Practice #2 - TUDOR (All Classes)

3:50 pm - 4:35 pm Race #1 - GT3 Cup 

4:55 pm - 5:40 pm Races - HSR - 45 Minutes

7:15 pm - 8:45 pm Practice #3 - TUDOR (All Classes) 

Friday, March 20, 2015
7:45 am - 8:30 am Race #2 - MX-5 

8:45 am - 9:30 am Race #2 - Lites 

9:50 am -10:50 am Practice #4 - TUDOR (All Classes)

11:10 am - 11:55 am Race #2 - GT3 Cup 

11:30 am -12:15 pm TUDOR Autograph Session

1:05 pm - 3:35 pm Race - CTSC 

4:20 pm - 4:35 pm Qualifying - TUDOR (GTD)

4:45 pm - 5:00 pm Qualifying - TUDOR (GTLM)

5:10 pm - 5:25 pm Qualifying - TUDOR (PC)

5:35 pm - 5:50 pm Qualifying - TUDOR (P)

6:10 pm - 6:55 pm Races - HSR - 45 Minutes

Saturday, March 21, 2015
8:00 am - 8:20 am Warm Up - TUDOR (All Classes)

9:15 am – 10:10 am Fan Grid Walk and access to pre-race 
ceremonies – On Pit Lane

10:40 am -10:40 pm Race - 63rd Annual Mobil 1 Twelve 
Hours of Sebring Fueled by Fresh From 
Florida for the TUDOR United SportsCar 
Championship 
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Lamy/Turner/Lauda/Dalla Lana  
Aston Martin Racing • Aston Martin Vantage V8  
GT Le Mans Michelin

ASTON MARTIN 98

PORSCHE

Dempsey/Snow/Heylen 
Wright Motorsports • Porsche 911 GT America  
GT Daytona Continental

58

06
CORVETTE

Magnussen/Garcia/Briscoe
Corvette Racing • Chevrolet Corvette C7.R
GT Le Mans Michelin
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PORSCHE

Bamber/Makowiecki/Bergmeister 
Porsche North America • Porsche 911 RSR
GT Le Mans Michelin

912

CORVETTE DP  

Fittipaldi/Barbosa/Bourdais
Action Express Racing • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental

5

FERRARI

Fisichella/Kaffer/Bertolini 
Risi Competizione • Ferrari F458 Italia
GT Le Mans Michelin

62CORVETTE DP

Westbrook/Valiante/Rockenfeller 
VisitFlorida.com Racing • Corvette DP
Prototype Continental  

90

25
BMW
Auberlen/Werner/Farfus 
BMW  Team RLL  • BMW Z4 GTE
GT Le Mans Michelin

BMW goes back to 1975 with this amazing retro 
livery for Sebring. Scan to check out the video.

Smartphone 
scan
code 
here

8

FORD RILEY DP

Pruett/Hand/Dixon
Chip Ganassi Racing • Ford Riley DP 
Prototype Continental

01

HONDA – LIGIER

Pew/Negri Jr./Wilson 
Michael Shank Racing • Ligier JS P2   
Prototype Continental

60


