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And then there were two…or 
maybe three, but certainly no more 
than four. 

After nine events, 1,185 laps, and 
3,362 miles of competition, the 2013 
ALMS battles have, in several cases, 
been narrowed down to just two 
rivals. 

Championships are made to be 
won and there are those, especially 
teams and drivers with nothing to 
lose, who will rise to the challenge. 

With 24 points to the Petit Le Mans 
class winners of the 10 Hour/1000 
mile race here on a fast, tight Road 
Atlanta circuit filled with endless 
traffic, anyone mathematically still 
alive for a championship is a threat.

The risk of a DNF or poor finish 
weighs heavily on the current point 
leaders, some of whom are new to 
the pressures of a title deciding race.

In the P1 top prototype class, 
the 2013 American Le Mans Series 
Manufacturer, Team and Driver 
championship trophies are already 
engraved. Muscle 
Milk Pickett 
Racing Honda and 
drivers Klaus Graf 
and Lucas Luhr 
(pictured right) 
have successfully 
defended all their 
titles, and dominated the season 
currently riding an ALMS record of 
eight consecutive race wins. 

The P2 driver championship 
however is very much on the line 

here as Level 5 Motorsports boss 
Scott Tucker  
(pictured right) 
holds a narrow six 
point lead over 
former ALMS P1 
champ Scott Sharp 
of Extreme Speed 
Motorsports. Level 
5 has already put the lock on the P2 
team title.

In the intergalactic battle 
that has seen six different cars 
from four manufacturers take 
GT class victories, the GT driver 
championship 
is down to two. 
Corvette Racing’s 
Jan Magnussen 
and Antonio Garcia 
(pictured right) hold 
a 16 point edge over 
BMW Team RLL’s Dirk Mueller. 

Chevrolet and Corvette Racing 
have already put away their seventh 
ALMS GT Manufacturer and Team 
titles in the last ten years and the 
team’s 2012 GT driver champions 
Oliver Gavin and Tommy Milner 
stand third, but are 25 points out. 

Two is not the number in the single 
spec PC class where four teams 
are still in ALMS championship 
contention.  

The 2011 and 2012 PC champs 
from CORE autosport are deadlocked 
for the team title with PR1 Mathiasen 
Motorsports while BAR1 Motorsports 
is just seven points down. 

Performance Tech Motorsports 
completes the foursome as it trails by 
18 points.

On the PC driver front, Mike 
Guasch has an 11 point edge over 
Chris Cumming, while Jonathan 
Bennett is a single point further back. 
Tristan Nunez trails Guasch by 18. 

In GTC, where single specification 
Porsche 911s unite, Alex Job’s Jeroen 
Bleekemolen 
(pictured right) and 
Cooper MacNeil 
hold a 13 point 
edge on Henrique 
Cisneros of NGT 
Motorsport and 16 
points over Flying Lizards’ Nelson 
Canache Jr. and Spencer Pumpelly.

The GTC team championship has 
a slightly different order as Flying 
Lizard holds a two point edge over 
the AJR squad with NGT trailing the 
Lizards by 15 markers. 

Michelin has won the ALMS Tire 
Championships in the P1, P2 and 
GT classes as their technical partner 
teams are undefeated in those three 
classes in 2013.

Teams must complete 70 percent 
of the winner’s distance to be eligible 
for points. 

Here, in recent years 
championships have literally been 
won and lost on the last lap.

It will be no surprise if the final 
championships in ALMS  history are 
determined on the final lap of the 
final race. 

P1 P2 P2 PC GTC



3The scene at Road Atlanta was a bit 
different at the first Petit Le Mans in 
1998. 

No one knew quite what to 
expect. There were many unknowns 
about the track, the race weekend 
and especially about the future of 
sportscar racing in North America.

A child’s fantasy world of heavy 
construction equipment sat parked 
on the hillside while the paddock 
below was filled with the 29-car field, 
featuring the 1998 24 Hours of Le 
Mans winning Porsche GT1-98. 

Pole winner Allan McNish 
offhandedly answered a media 
question about lighting around 
the circuit, noting that as the car’s 
headlights were pointing up into the 
trees as it approached the crest of a 
turn, the car needed to be centered 
for the landing zone. 

No one caught the inference 
that the car was actually flying as it 
crested the hill. 

In the race, McNish’s teammate 
Yannick Dalmas blew over the 
Porsche GT1 in a spectacular, tail 
standing crash.

The construction equipment 
and track improvements were 
encouraging; symbolic signs of 
impending change. So was the big 
crowd, here in the South in the 
middle of the college football and 
NFL seasons. 

With sportscar racing in America in 
considerable disarray, the 1998 Petit 
Le Mans success convinced track 
owner Dr. Don Panoz to create a new 
series to be called the American Le 
Mans Series.

In the 15 years that have followed, 
the ALMS has retained longtime 
manufacturers and attracted new 
ones. 

It pleased and drew new fans and 
venues and helped assure the future 
of professional sportscar racing in 
North America.  

As McNish recently noted, “The 
first year at Petit Le Mans, they drew 
30,000 people. 

That was a great crowd and now it’s 
more like 120,000 for the weekend. 
The fans love the open paddock, the 
open grid, the spirit and the access 
and its top level cars and drivers.”

“What’s changed from a racing 
point of view is the move from a 
traditional sportscar focus on survival 
and keeping the car together to 

more of a single-seater mentality 
where we are all now flat out from the 
first lap of testing through the entire 
race,” said McNish.

Now with a sale to the NASCAR 
properties and a merger of the ALMS 
and former rival GRAND-AM Series 
into the TUDOR United SportsCar 
Championship in 2014, the 2013 
Petit Le Mans closes the chapter on 
ALMS.

Here are some of the people, 
cars and scenes that have made the 
Series, Road Atlanta and Petit Le 

Mans special. In 2014, the venue, 
now owned by NASCAR properties, 
will host Petit Le Mans as part 
of a North American Endurance 
Championship along with Daytona, 
Sebring and Watkins Glen, within the 
new series.

Many of the teams and faces 
will remain and be joined by new 
names, faces and competitors as the 
sportscar world in North America 
unites for #thefuture. 
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AMERICAN LE MANS SERIES
“Thanks for the memories!”1999
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Starting the first Petit Le Mans from the pole aboard the 24 Hours of Le Mans-
winning Porsche GT1-98, driver Allan McNish saw that the water temperature 
had dropped, which could cause problems when the start command was 
given. So, with his earplugs in, balaclava and helmet on and the door sealed, 
McNish bumped the starter to bring the engine to life.  He got more than an 
engine response.
 “One of the officials nearly went ballistic, he was fanatically waving his arms 
and finally gave me the kill sign,” said McNish. “Then, I could hear that the 
national anthem had started. I was very embarrassed and apologized and the 
official, Dick Martin, teased me every race after that.” 

When the checkers fly at Petit Le Mans, ending the 
15-year history of ALMS, Porsche will be the most 
successful manufacturer in ALMS history with either 
114 or 115 class wins. Audi and Chevrolet are currently 
tied for second with 82 class wins. Porsche will also 
introduce a new contender here in 2014 to replace the 
current 911 GT3 RSR. Porsche recently announced a 
factory GT program with CORE autosport, featuring a 
pair of 2013 Le Mans 24 Hour GT winning 991s. 

Porsche Power

“Oh say, can you…VROOOM”

Alley Live
www.michelinalley.com 
Keep up to date with the 
latest in the American Le 
Mans Series with Michelin 
Alley online -  featuring 
race insights, interviews, 
videos, photos and 
highlights from all 2013 
ALMS events.  

“Today, the car was perfect, the team strategy was 
perfect, the MICHELIN tires were perfect, and the race 

was perfect.” 
Risi Competizione Ferrari driver, Matteo Malucelli on his first ALMS GT  

win at VIR after a season of frustration. It’s hard to beat perfect.

Best for Last
The 30th Anniversary season has 
not gone quite as expected for the 
legendary Dyson Racing team, but 
the Poughkeepsie, NY squad led by 
Rob and Chris Dyson has come on 
strong with a pole at VIR. A first ever 
Petit Le Mans overall race victory 
would be just the tonic for one of 
American racing’s stalwarts. 

Women rule
What do the ALMS P1 and P2 team 
champions from Muscle Milk Pickett 
Racing Honda and Level 5 Motorsports 
Honda have in common besides Honda 
engines and MICHELIN tires?  How 
about women engineers!  Lauren Elkins 
is an assistant engineer on the Muscle 
Milk team, while Michelle Phillips is the 
MICHELIN tire engineer working with 
Level 5. Michelin actually has four women 
in ALMS competition, as Michelle is 
joined by fellow engineer Ashley Shoum 
at 2012 Petit Le Mans winning Rebellion 
Racing, Sarah Robinson, a Michelin 
engineer and marketer who works on the 
race sanctioning IMSA technical staff, and 
motorsport marketing manager Silvia Mammone.  

Corvette
Speed
Drivers Oliver Gavin with Tommy 
Milner, and Jan Magnussen with 
Antonio Garcia have combined for 
9 wins in the last 18 ALMS races 
and delivered the 2012 and 2013 
Manufacturer and team titles. Fans 
can’t wait to see the new Corvette 
C7.R based on the 2014 Corvette 
Stingray when it debuts in 2014.



American Le Mans Series Petit Le Mans broadcast 
and digital schedule:

The final race of the 2013 American Le Mans 
Series, the Petit Le Mans Powered by Mazda from 
Road Atlanta, can be viewed on live TV coverage 
on FOX Sports2, Saturday, October 19 at 11:00 am 
(EDT) with an encore presentation on Sunday, 
October 20 on FOX Sports1. 

ALMS TV and Online Schedule 

Sat. Oct 19 FoxSports 2  11:00am-12:00pm

 Fox Sports 2 2:30pm-6:30pm

 Fox Sports 1 6:30pm-8:00pm  
 Fox Sports 2 8:00pm-9:00pm

Sun. Oct 20 FoxSports1  Encore Presentation   
  (4:00 pm EDT)

Thursday, October 17, 2013 

8:00 am - 8:45 am  Practice #1 - K&N Pro Series East

9:00 am - 9:30 am  Qualifying - GT3 Cup

9:45 am - 10:30 am  Practice #2 - K&N Pro Series East

10:45 am - 11:45 am  Practice #1 - ALMS (All Classes)

12:50 pm - 1:20 pm  Race #1 - IMSA Lites 

1:45 pm - 2:30 pm  Race #1 - GT3 Cup 

2:45 pm - 3:45 pm  Practice #2 - ALMS (All Classes)

4:00 pm - 4:45 pm  Qualifying - K&N Pro Series East

5:05 pm - 5:50 pm  Race #1 - MX-5 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  Practice #3 - ALMS (All Classes)

Friday, October 18, 2013 

8:10 am - 8:55 am  Race #2 - MX-5 

9:20 am - 10:05 am  Race #2 - IMSA Lites 

10:20 am - 11:20 am  Practice #4 - ALMS (All Classes)

11:45 am - 12:30 pm  Race #2 - GT3 Cup 

12:00 pm - 12:45 pm  ALMS Autograph Session

1:45 pm - 2:00 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (GTC)

2:05 pm - 2:20 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (GT)

2:30 pm - 2:45 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (PC)

2:50 pm - 3:05 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (P1/P2)

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm  Race - K&N Pro Series East 

Saturday, October 19, 2013 

9:15 am - 9:40 am  Warm up - ALMS (All Classes)

11:30 am  Race - Petit Le Mans Powered by 
Mazda for ALMS (Round 10) - 
1,000 Miles or 10 Hours Max.

Catch
ACTION

the
7

Weekend Schedule

January 25-26 Daytona International Speedway

March 15 Sebring International Raceway

April 12 Long Beach 

May 4 Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca

May 31 Detroit Belle Isle

June 29 Watkins Glen International

July 13 Canadian Tire Motorsport Park

July 25 Indianapolis Motor Speedway

August 10 Road America

August 24 Virginia International Raceway

September 20 Circuit of The Americas

October 4 Road Atlanta

2014 TUSC Schedule



 FERRARI

Malucelli/Beretta Michelin
Risi Competizione • Ferrari F458 Italia
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 P2 CLASS

 SRT - VIPER

 GT CLASS GTC CLASS

Goossens/Farnbacher Michelin 
Wittmer/Bomarito 
SRT Motorsports • SRT Viper GTS-R

91
93

 BMW

Auberlen/Hand Michelin 
D.Müller/Edwards 
BMW  Team RLL  • BMW Z4 GTE

55
56

 P1 CLASS

 PORSCHE

Long/Braun Michelin 
CORE autosport • Porsche 911 GT3 RSR  

06 HPD - HONDA

Sharp/Lazzaro Michelin
van Overbeek/Brown 
Extreme Speed Motorsports • HPD ARX-03b  

01
02

 HPD - HONDA

Tucker/Briscoe Michelin
Franchitti/Cosmo 
Level 5 Motorsport • HPD ARX-03b  

551
552

 PORSCHE

Dempsey/Lally Yokohama
Dempsey Racing • Porsche 911 GT3  

27

Graf/Luhr
Michelin

Muscle Milk Pickett Racing 
 HPD ARX-03a

Check out this video recap of  
Muscle Milk Pickett Racing’s 

eighth win in a row at VIR.

Smartphone 
scan
code 
here

 HPD - HONDA

6

8

 CORVETTE

Magnussen/Garcia Michelin 
Gavin/Milner 
Corvette Racing • Chevrolet Corvette C6 ZR1

3
4

 LOLA - MAZDA

Dyson/Burgess/McMurry Michelin
Dyson Racing Lola B12/60 Mazda

16


