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THE OAK TREE
A new era begins
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Fight to the 

GT Finish
According to the racing forum experts, winning a race is 

easy. You roll out the fastest car, qualify on the pole, take 
the lead and drive off into the sunset.  

That is rarely the way things work on the bigger natural 
terrain road circuits in the American Le Mans Series 
GT class where factory teams from Corvette Racing, 
BMW Team RLL and SRT Motorsports do battle with top 
independents from Porsche and Ferrari.  

In the first eight races of the 2013 ALMS season, 10 of 
the 11 ALMS GT cars have taken podium finishes. 

Corvette Racing’s Jan Magnussen and Antonio Garcia 
have five GT podiums, including wins at Circuit of The 
Americas (COTA), Baltimore and Monterey to lead the 
championship. BMW Team RLL’s Dirk Mueller also has 
five podiums, including a win at Lime Rock. John Edwards 
has three podiums in support of Mueller, including Lime 
Rock. 

The defending Virginia International Raceway (VIR) 
race and ALMS GT champions, Corvette’s Oliver Gavin 
and Tommy Milner, have four podiums, including wins at 
Sebring and Canadian Tire Motorsport Park (CTMP).

The SRT Motorsports Vipers of Marc Goossens and 
Dominik Farnbacher and teammates Kuno Wittmer and 
Jonathan Bomarito have each scored pairs of podiums, 
with the former taking a win at Road America and the 
latter storming to dramatic second place finishes at CTMP 
and most recently at COTA.

It doesn’t end there. BMW’s Bill Auberlen and Maxime 
Martin have a single podium, but it was a good one, a win 
at Long Beach. Risi Competizione Ferrari’s Olivier Beretta 
and Matteo Malucelli opened the 2013 season with a 

second at Sebring and were joined on the podium by 
Falken’s Wolf Henzler and Bryan Sellers.

GT newcomers Team West/AJR Ferrari of Townsend 
Bell and Bill Sweedler (Monterey) and the CORE 
autosport Porsche of Patrick Long and Tom Kimber-Smith 
(Lime Rock) have also already found their way to the 
trophy box and champagne with third place finishes.

Determined to score the team’s first GT podium of the 
season in the final two races is the Paul Miller Racing 
Porsche of Bryce Miller and Marco Holzer. They have 
already scored fourth; fifth and sixth place finishes along 
the way and posted the second quickest lap time in the 
last race at COTA. 

While the GT championship fight is in full fury with 
Corvette and BMW leading the way, the SRT Vipers are 
closing fast. The Mooresville, NC based Riley Technologies 
team is making its presence felt with four podiums, 
three poles and a win in its first full season of ALMS 
competition. 

With championships, 2014 driver, team and 
sponsorship contracts on the line and just two races 
remaining, the fight for the GT win and the podium at VIR 
should be outstanding. 

Oh yeah, regarding that drive off into the sunset part, 
seven GT competitors posted faster race laps than Garcia 
and Magnussen’s winning Corvette in the caution free 
race at COTA.  

Consistency, race strategies, pit stops and traffic all 
come into play. So does a bit of luck. 

Around here, when the GT competition isn’t filling your 
rear view mirror, it means they are drawing alongside. 

W I T H  R A C E  C A R S  A N D  C H A M P A G N E  B O T T L E S
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Tower, California’s Cypress Point 
without the Cypress tree, Laguna 
Seca without The Corkscrew. 

Now, teams and fans arrive at 
Virginia International Raceway 
surreally aware that the signature 
element of the circuit, the Oak 
Tree, is gone.

Standing proud for 200 years, 
the signature visual of the 3.27-
mile circuit fell early this July, 
leaving a flood of stories and 
memories.

In a world of look-alike 
stadiums, arenas and circuits, 
the Oak Tree helped provide 
Virginia International Raceway 
with a sense of place, stability and 
tradition.

So, this fall a new era begins at 
VIR, sans tree. While the iconic 
tree is gone, the Oak Tree turn 
and the varied pieces of the high-

speed jigsaw that is a lap of VIR, 
remain. 

Drivers say it is impossible to 
make a quick lap of VIR without a 
good run through Oak Tree turn. 
Each lap presents the challenge 
yet again and each year, the 
dance is renewed.

“I am really 
sad that the 
tree is gone, it’s 
hard to imagine 
VIR without 
the Oak Tree,” 
said Corvette 

Racing’s Tommy Milner who 
made his first GT class start here 
in 2004.  

Thankfully, the demanding 
circuit is intact and the distinctive 
character of racing at VIR 
remains.

“VIR is fast and flowing and 
the track has a lot of character, it 

is fairly narrow and you have to 
be precise as there is not a lot of 
runoff,” said Milner.

The absence of the tree makes 
one small change for drivers. 
“Approaching the tree you didn’t 
get a really clear look at the exit of 
the corner,” said Milner, “but we 
all will miss the tree being there.”

“My best memory of Oak Tree 
came last year,” said Milner. 

“Oliver (Gavin) and I won the 
race and clinched our ALMS 
GT driver championship, the 
manufacturer title for Chevrolet 
and the team championship for 
Corvette Racing.” 

That makes them among the 
last to score a major win in the 
Oak Tree era. 

The question this week is who 
will be among the first to claim 
wins and championships in the 
new era. 

Oak
   Tree
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Racing in identical Chevrolet 

powered open cockpit Oreca 

Prototypes, the PR1 Mathiasen 

Motorsports and CORE autosport 

teams have emerged at the top of the 

hill.

PR1 arrived at COTA in second 

place, just eight points adrift of CORE 

autosport and had the tough task of 

chasing down the CORE car of Colin 

Braun and Jon Bennett. 

Dug in for the fight, the paddock 

was surprised when CORE autosport 

announced they were moving PC driver 

championship leading Colin Braun up 

to the GT class, effectively surrendering 

his stake in the championship. That left 

PR1 Mathiasen’s Mike Guasch poised to 

take the driver championship lead. 

Taking the victory at COTA was BAR1 

Motorsports with Canadian drivers 

Chris Cumming and Kyle Marcelli. 

Guasch and co-driver Dane Cameron 

finished in second to vault Guasch to 

the top spot in the championship.

Still, CORE team owner Jon Bennett 

is confident that his team won’t miss 

a beat with their late season driver 

swap. “We’re very fortunate to have a 

two-time 24 Hours of Le Mans winner 

in Tom Kimber-Smith at our fingertips. 

He’s been a part of our family for quite 

a while and his transition back into the 

PC car has been seamless.” 

Having won the PC series 

championships two times on the trot, 

CORE has the chance to leapfrog 

PR1. Maximum effort at VIR will 

undoubtedly be offered by the veteran 

team, but they will require help along 

the way if they are to become three-

time champions. 

Racing identical cars with single 

specification engines, tires and fuels 

means that competitors in the two 

American Le Mans Series Challenge 

classes: Prototype Challenge (PC) 

and GT Challenge (GTC) are equally 

matched on their respective class 

technical fronts. 

The races are always tight and the 

slightest mistake can prove costly, with 

team and driver performance the keys 

to success.

With two races remaining in the final 

season of the American Le Mans Series, 

the championship fights remain wide 

UP TO
T HE

CHALLENGE
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open in both classes. Rather than narrow 

the fight, the latest race at Circuit of The 

Americas (COTA) left some of the top 

teams reeling. 

But in racing, one team’s misfortune 

means success for another, and can 

provide the momentum to close out the 

season with conviction here at VIR and 

at the season ending Petit Le Mans at 

Road Atlanta. 

Here and now at Virginia International 

Raceway, four teams are a real threat to 

make the championship theirs. Here’s 

who to watch this weekend at Virginia in 

PC and GTC.

Porsche 911 GT3 Cups are 

the exclusive weapon in the GT 

Challenge class in the American 

Le Mans Series and few wield 

the Porsche swords better than 

long-time Porsche campaigners 

and current championship leaders 

from the Alex Job Racing and Flying 

Lizard Motorsports squads.

The race at COTA was an anomaly 

as both failed to make the podium. 

Now the two teams are pushing 

for strong bounce back runs here 

at VIR as they try to pull clear of the 

third place NGT Motorsport and 

COTA-winning The Racers Group 

squads. 

With three team victories for 

the two-car squad in 2013, it is 

the Lizards who lead the team 

championship heading to VIR while 

Alex Job Racing drivers Cooper 

MacNeil and Jeroen Bleekemolen 

lead Lizard’s Nelson Canache Jr. and 

Spencer Pumpelly by just four points 

with only two races remaining.

MacNeil still considers his Alex 

Job Racing team the favorite to take 

the race and the GTC championship. 

“We are still leading the 

championship, which is huge and 

we will take the fight to VIR where 

we won last year.”

Special note must be made of 

the emergence of Dempsey Del 

Piero Racing in GTC competition. 

Patrick Dempsey’s continued climb 

combined with strong performances 

by ace Andy Lally produced a 

podium finish at COTA and has 

Dempsey now fourth in the driver 

championship standings.

UP TO
T HE

CHALLENGE
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CORE autosport team owner Jon 
Bennett believes in the “build it 
and they will come” approach to 
racing. In just its fourth season of 
ALMS competition, and already a 
winner of two ALMS PC titles, the 
Morgan Brady led team has been 
chosen by Porsche as the entrant 
for a pair of factory Porsche 
991s for 2014 GT competition.  
Bennett, whose main business is 
composites and carbon fiber, built 
a sensational new race shop for his 
growing team last year in part to 
help attract a top manufacturer.   

Q. What do you get when you feature 
star drivers Marino Franchitti 
and Ryan Briscoe in the Level 5 
Motorsports Honda P2 cars?  A. 
FRISCOE! You also get a pretty exciting 
pair of drivers for teammates Guy 
Cosmo and team boss Scott Tucker. 
The Level 5 Motorsports team has 
combined for six consecutive ALMS P2 
class wins, so apparently champagne 
is included. 

Friscoe!

Keeping
score
Championships are often won with 
late season charges and few can 
match the current run by Corvette 
Racing’s Jan Magnussen and 
Antonio Garcia, who have scored 
56 of a possible 60 points in the last 
three races with a second place and 
two consecutive wins.  The duo have 
had a great comeback after failing to 
score at the opener at Sebring.

Alley Live
www.michelinalley.com 
Keep up to date with the 
latest in the American Le 
Mans Series with Michelin 
Alley online -  featuring 
race insights, interviews, 
videos, photos and 
highlights from all 2013 
ALMS events.  

CORE’s 
BIG SCORE

“One more lap. We just needed  
one more lap!” 

SRT Viper driver Jonathan Bomarito on his relentless charge from 
17 seconds back to within a few car lengths of the GT victory at 

Circuit of The Americas.

#thefuture 
As the 2013 season heads into 
its closing stages, officials of the 
merged ALMS and GRAND-AM 
series have turned up the wick with 
a series of announcements for 2014 
that are music to the ears of race 
fans. The series has announced 
five-year deals with FOX Sports1 
and a series title sponsor, TUDOR 
watches. The long awaited 2014 
schedule for the TUDOR United 
SportsCar Championship (TUSC) 
has been released. VIR returns on 
August 24 next year.

One word

100 wins   
for Audi

Dan Binks, the veteran car chief 
of the #3 Chevrolet Corvette of Jan 
Magnussen and Antonio Garcia 
doesn’t waste words. After Garcia 
withstood repeated challenges 
from BMW’s Dirk Mueller and a late 
charge from SRT Viper’s Jonathan 
Bomarito to take the victory and the 
championship lead at COTA, Binks 
summed up Garcia’s drive in a one 
word text: “Amazing!”

Audi recorded its 100th sportscar victory 
at the World Endurance Championship 
race at COTA recently. It was fitting that 
the mark was set in the USA. Audi’s first 
Le Mans-style sportscar victory came at 
Sebring in 2000.



American Le Mans Series Oak Tree Grand Prix 
broadcast and digital schedule:

Live streamed coverage of the American Le 
Mans Series Oak Tree Grand Prix from Virginia 
International Raceway and qualifying can be viewed 
on ESPN3.com with TV coverage on ESPN2, Sunday, 
October 6 at 5:00 pm (EDT). 

The full broadcast will be available on demand on 
ESPN3.com for three weeks and on ALMS.com after 
that.

ALMS TV and Online Schedule 

Fri. Oct 4 ESPN3.com   Live Qualifying  
(3:45 pm – 5:05 pm EDT)

Sat. Oct 5 ESPN3.com  Live Streamed Race 
  Coverage  
  (2:15 pm – 5:00 pm EDT)

Sun. Oct 6 ESPN2 Televised Race Coverage   
  (5:00 pm – 7:00 pm EDT)

Thursday, October 3, 2013 

3:30 pm - 4:00 pm  Test - ALMS (GT/GTC) 

4:00 pm - 5:00 pm  Test - ALMS (All Classes) 

5:00 pm - 5:30 pm  Test - ALMS (P1/P2/PC) 

Friday, October 4, 2013 

8:00 am - 8:30 am   Race #1 - SRA  

8:45 am - 9:15 am   Qualifying - ITC 

9:30 am - 10:10 am   Qualifying - LBST

10:25 am - 11:25 am  Practice #1 - ALMS (All Classes) 

11:45 am - 12:15 pm  Race #1 - NARRA 

1:25 pm - 2:15 pm  Race #1 - LBST 

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm  Practice #2 - ALMS (All Classes) 

3:45 pm - 4:00 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (GTC) 

4:05 pm - 4:20 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (GT) 

4:30 pm - 4:45 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (PC) 

4:50 pm - 5:05 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (P1/P2) 

5:30 pm - 6:15 pm  Race #1 - ITC  

Saturday, October 5, 2013 

8:00 am - 8:30 am  Race #2 - SRA  

8:50 am - 9:20 am  Race #2 - NARRA  

9:35 am - 10:00 am  Warm Up - ALMS (All Classes) 

10:25 am - 11:15 am  Race #2 - LBST 

11:15 am - 12:00 pm  ALMS Autograph Session 

12:20 pm - 1:05 pm  Race #2 - ITC Race  

2:15 pm - 5:00 pm  Race - Oak Tree Grand Prix at VIR 
for the American Le Mans Series 
Presented by Tequila Patrón 
(Round 9) - 2 Hours 45 Minutes 

January 25-26 Daytona International Speedway

March 15 Sebring International Raceway

April 12 Long Beach 

May 4 Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca

May 31 Detroit Belle Isle

June 29 Watkins Glen International

July 13 Canadian Tire Motorsport Park

July 25 Indianapolis Motor Speedway

August 10 Road America

August 24 Virginia International Raceway

September 20 Circuit of The Americas

October 4 Road Atlanta

Weekend Schedule

2014 TUSC Schedule

Catch
ACTION

the
7
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Malucelli/Beretta Michelin
Risi Competizione • Ferrari F458 Italia

62

Favorites
Fan

Michelin North America, Inc • One Parkway South, • Greenville, SC 29615 • TEL: 1-800-458-5000 
www.michelin.com • Printed in USA, October 2, 2013 • Volume 7, Issue 9
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without the prior permission of the publisher.  
Copyright © 2013 Michelin North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Printed on recycled paper
10% Total Recovered Fiber
All Post-Consumed Fiber

 LOLA MAZDA

Smith/Mowlem Michelin
Dyson Racing Lola B12/60 Mazda
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 P2 CLASS  GT CLASS

 SRT - VIPER

Goossens/Farnbacher Michelin 
Wittmer/Bomarito 
SRT Motorsports • SRT Viper GTS-R

91
93

 HPD - HONDA

 P1 CLASS

Graf/Luhr Michelin
Muscle Milk Pickett Racing • HPD ARX-03a  

 HPD - HONDA

Sharp/Lazzaro Michelin
van Overbeek/Brown 
Extreme Speed Motorsports • HPD ARX-03b  
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Long/Braun 
Michelin

CORE autosport 
Porsche 911 GT3 RSR

Check out this amazing video 
of CORE autosport building 

a brand new Porsche 911  
following their Baltimore crash

Smartphone 
scan
code 
here

 PORSCHE
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 CORVETTE

Magnussen/Garcia Michelin 
Gavin/Milner 
Corvette Racing • Chevrolet Corvette C6 ZR1

3
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 PORSCHE

Miller/Holzer Michelin
Paul Miller Racing • Porsche 911 GT3 RSR

48

 BMW

Auberlen/Martin Michelin 
D.Müller/Hand 
BMW  Team RLL  • BMW Z4 GTE

55
56

 HPD - HONDA

Tucker/Briscoe Michelin
Franchitti/Cosmo 
Level 5 Motorsport  • HPD ARX-03b
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