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HOT COMBO
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Corvette
Racing’s
HOT COMBO

Few relationships in international
sports car racing are more important
than that of the co-drivers paired in
each American Le Mans Series car.
Driving styles, technical insights,
personalities, experience and a bit of
chemistry all come into play as the
drivers rotate shifts behind the wheel
of a single car in races from two to 24
hours.
So when Corvette Racing program
manager Doug Fehan told then
three-time ALMS champion Oliver
Gavin of his plan to pair Gavin with
the then winless young American
Tommy Milner aboard the #4
Corvette Racing C6.R for the 2012
ALMS season, Gavin was not sure
what to expect.
“You never know,” said Gavin
when asked if he foresaw the success
that quickly followed. “You hope it
is going to happen, but there are so
many things that go into it, you just
never know how it is going to work
out.”
The record is clear that this
combination is definitely working
out.
In the hottest class on the
international sports car scene today,
the hottest GT driver combination

- Gavin and Milner - claimed the
2012 ALMS championships, have
taken the GT wins at six of their first
15 ALMS races and are currently the
only co-drivers to post two wins in
2013 ALMS GT competition.
“Last year we won at Long
Beach and Monterey. We got some
momentum and then we won again

at Mid-Ohio and wrapped everything
up with a win at VIR,” said Gavin.
That momentum continues.
It is a given in racing that every
driver worth his pay would rather
be in the car than watch the closing
stages of a tight race. “Standing in
the pits at the end of the race, I feel
like an expectant father waiting for a
newborn,” said Gavin.
Although they typically alternate
qualifying and race starts, it has
worked out that it was Milner in the
car at the end of both of the team’s
victories this season.

Hopping aboard their Corvette for
the final stints at the Twelve Hours of
Sebring after Gavin had relentlessly
narrowed the gap to the class leading
Ferrari, Milner was the hunter,
closing down and eventually passing
the leader in the closing minutes for
the victory.
So how has the pairing with Gavin
helped turn Milner into a podium
regular?
“Oliver has so much experience
with the team and he just gives you a
lot of support and confidence,” said
Milner. “He has helped me learn to
drive what the car gives you.”
“In Canada, we qualified sixth
and we weren’t happy with the car
in practice or qualifying,” continued
Milner. “Oliver and I got together
with our engineer, Chuck Houghton,
to figure out what the car needs and
made changes.”
Gavin opened the Canadian race
and immediately gained two spots
and another midway through the
stint as he moved the Corvette into
contention.
After the first round of pit stops,
they became the hunted, as Milner
fended off a withering attack by
Dominik Farnbacher in the SRT
Viper to claim the victory.
“Oliver did a great job to set us up
to take the lead,” said Milner.
“Tommy drove brilliantly under
massive pressure to get the job
done,” said Gavin.

Change is not only in the air in North American sports car racing, it is
everywhere as the American Le Mans Series and the GRAND-AM Rolex
Series prepare for the 2014 debut of the bold, new United SportsCar Racing
(USCR) series. Created by a merger of the two series that was announced
in September 2012, the USCR looks to draw the best from each into a
unified, powerful and fan-focused new series that will have strong appeal
to manufacturers, teams, sponsors, media and fans when it launches next
January. The Alley looks ahead to see what the future may hold for 2014
and beyond in this multi-page report.

#THE FUTURE
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#THE CHALLENGES
Combining two organizations,
cultures, sets of officials, staffs,
rules, manufacturers, teams,
sponsors and promoters into one
big package is a seemingly endless
series of challenges. Leaders of the
two series, including NASCAR’s Jim
France, Ed Bennett and Richard
Buck and their ALMS counterparts
Dr. Don Panoz, Scott Atherton and
Scot Elkins have worked to address
those challenges for over a year.
The series faces a challenge in
balancing Prototype performance.
The DP and P2 class cars achieve
their performance from different
directions with the DP cars
enjoying greater horsepower and
straight-line speed while P2 cars
generate superior braking and
cornering. The organizers are
considering a variety of options to
bring the performance of the two
classes into balance for 2014.
Establishing the schedule,
television and sponsor packages,
marketing plans, maintaining the
relationship with the 24 Hours of
Le Mans, providing opportunities
for current participants, satisfying
the competing demands of
manufacturers, controlling costs
and attracting new participants are
all challenges that will continue
well beyond the series launch in
2014.

#THE SCHEDULE
Long before the 2014 season
begins, competition is underway
amongst the 19 venues that
currently host ALMS and/or
GRAND-AM events, as promoters
push to earn one of the expected 12
spots on the 2014 race schedule.
When announced, the inaugural
2014 USCR season is expected to
open with the Rolex 24 At Daytona
and include the Mobil 1 Twelve
Hours of Sebring, the Sahlen’s
Six Hours at The Glen and Road
Atlanta’s Petit Le Mans.

#THE BENCHMARK RACE
Road America is the only venue
to host a doubleheader with
both series in 2013. This is not
coincidental.
Bringing manufacturers,
participants and officials of each
series together here this week,
albeit in separate races, is an
important step in the process of
unification. The technical data
download from this weekend will
provide an objective yardstick in
establishing the class technical
rules and balance of performance
measures for 2014.

#THE CLASSES
The USCR has already
announced four classes for 2014 two Prototype classes and two in
GT.
The top Prototype class will
combine the current DP and
P2 prototype cars, as well as
the DeltaWing, while the single
specification PC class will continue
relatively unchanged.
The current ALMS-based GT
class will be designated as GTLe Mans (GTLM) and continues
virtually unchanged. The current
GRAND-AM GT class will be
designated GT - Daytona and will
open up to include FIA GT3 cars
with minimal modifications.

#THE FANS
If USCR meets the goals that
GRAND-AM’s Jim France and the
ALMS’ Dr. Don Panoz envisioned
when they agreed to the merger,
everyone should win. If successful,
manufacturers will have a solid
platform for their technologies
and production based cars. Teams
will have a strong schedule of
attractive, well-promoted events.
Race promoters can expect full and
highly competitive fields.
And, best of all, fans will see the
great racing and excitement that
Sports Car Racing can produce
when it is United.

#THE TIRES
The GT-Le Mans class will feature
open tire competition. All the other
classes will race on Continental
tires.

#THE PROTOTYPES
Daytona Prototypes (DP) are
the centerpiece of the GRAND-AM
Rolex Sports Car Series featuring
teams like Chip Ganassi Racing
with Felix Sabates, Starworks
Motorsport, GAINSCO Bob
Stallings and Wayne Taylor Racing.
Beginning in 2013, DPs will be
combined with the ALMS P2 class
at the top of the USCR ticket.
With the Le Mans-based P1 class
heading into a high tech, factory
oriented package beginning in
2014, the ALMS P1 class will not be
part of the new series.
As a result, ALMS P1 stalwarts
Muscle Milk Pickett Racing Honda
and the Dyson Racing Mazda teams
are looking at new options for 2014.
Dyson recently announced plans
to switch to the P2 class for 2014.
The ALMS Le Mans-linked
P2 class with cost capped cars
such as the Extreme Speed and
Level 5 Honda prototypes will be
combined with DPs in the top class
in 2014.
The P2 cars will maintain a link
to Le Mans providing a path for
USCR entrants to enter the world’s
premier endurance race.
The ALMS Prototype Challenge
single specification class will
continue in the USCR in 2014.

#THE GT CARS
On the GT side of the paddock,
the current ALMS GT class which
features top teams from BMW,
Corvette, Porsche, Ferrari and SRT
Viper will be virtually untouched as
the GT Le Mans (GTLM) class will
retain all of the current class specs.
The current GRAND-AM Rolex
Series GT cars will become the
GT-Daytona (GTD) class and see
adjusted performance levels and
cost reduction moves. Engine air
intake restrictors will be instituted
and teams will be required to use
single-lug, single-piece wheels.
Adding to the class will be cars
fitting the international GT3
specifications which will also
be permitted with performance
adjustments.
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Dijyano
DID YOU KNOW
“The speed differential is huge, especially
with the GTC cars. I thought there were a
thousand of them on the track!”
Lucas Luhr on traffic at the recent race at the Canadian Tire
Motorsport Park.

Halfway!

As the ALMS teams and drivers
begin the second half of the season,
the championship battles are
shaping up. Lucas Luhr and Klaus
Graf have the Muscle Milk Honda
poised to lock up another round of
titles. In P2, it is Scott Tucker’s Level
5 battling with the ESM Hondas. In
GT, Corvette Racing has three wins
to BMW Team RLL’s pair. Chevrolet’s
Corvette leads the team and
manufacturer battles while BMW’s
Dirk Muller tops the driver ranks.

Local Knowledge
Milwaukee media ace Dave Kallman was not worried
when a mini-crisis arose as the concession stand
located closest to the media center ran out of
bratwurst shortly before the start of the 2012
race. Kallman always hits the St John’s
stand in the paddock for his pre-race local
delicacies. Still, running out of brats before
the Road America race is like running out of champagne at Monaco.

Vive
la
DIFFERENCE!

112

and counting!
Bill Auberlen and Jan Magnussen
tied Johnny O’Connell’s record
of ALMS total race starts at the
Canadian Tire Motorsport Park. This
weekend at Road America, Auberlen
and Magnussen will set the new
record at 112 races. Olivier Beretta
and Johannes van Overbeek stand
only one race start behind the new
leaders.

Alley Live
www.michelinalley.com
Keep up to date with the
latest in the American Le
Mans Series with Michelin
Alley online - featuring
race insights, interviews,
videos, photos and
highlights from all 2013
ALMS events.

With the GRAND-AM race
on Saturday and the ALMS
qualifying on Saturday
and racing on Sunday, the
paddock pundits will finally
have real lap times from
the same track on the same
weekend to help in setting
class technical rules and
performance balancing for
2014.

What do Acura, Aston Martin,
Audi, Lola, Mazda and Porsche
have in common? The last six
overall victories at Road America
have come from six different cars –
Acura ARX-02a, Aston Martin Lola
Coupe, Audi R10 TDI, Lola Judd
Coupe, Lola B12/60 Mazda and
Porsche RS Spyder. Interestingly,
the GT class results at Road
America have been dominated by
two teams. BMW Team RLL has
three victories in the last four years
while Risi Competizione Ferrari
has two recent wins.

Time check

It is ironic or maybe not, that the longest circuit
on the ALMS schedule, Road America, has
produced the closest finishes in series history.
Muscle Milk nipped the Dyson Mazda by 0.364
seconds in 2011 and the Dyson boys turned the
tables with a 0.083-second win in 2012.

That
Close!

Catch
the
ACTION
Weekend Schedule
Friday, August 9, 2013
8:00 am - 9:00 am

Practice - Rolex Series Combined

9:15 am - 9:30 am

Qualifying - CTSCC ST

9:40 am - 9:55 am

Qualifying - CTSCC GS

10:15 am - 10:30 am

Qualifying - Rolex Series GT/GX

10:35 am - 10:50 am

Qualifying - Rolex Series DP

11:05 am - 11:35 am

Practice #2 - IMSA Lites

American Le Mans Series Orion Energy Systems
245 at Road America broadcast and digital schedule:
Live streamed coverage of the American Le Mans
Series Orion Energy Systems 245 at Road America
and qualifying can be viewed on ESPN3.com with
TV coverage on ABC, Sunday, August 11 at 3:00 pm
(EDT).
The full broadcast will be available on demand on
ESPN3.com for three weeks and on ALMS.com after
that.

11:50 am - 12:50 pm Practice #1 - ALMS (All Classes)
1:05 pm - 1:35 pm

Practice #2 - GT3

2:30 pm - 3:00 pm

Qualifying - IMSA Lites

3:15 pm - 3:45 pm

Qualifying - GT3 CUP

4:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Practice #2 - ALMS (All Classes)

Saturday, August 10, 2013
7:45 am - 8:15 am

Race #1 - IMSA Lites

8:40 am - 9:25 am

Race #1 - GT3 Cup

9:40 am - 9:55 am

Qualifying - ALMS (GTC)

10:00 am - 10:15 am Qualifying - ALMS (GT)
10:25 am - 10:40 am Qualifying - ALMS (PC)
10:45 am - 11:00 am Qualifying - ALMS (P1/P2)
11:15 am - 12:15 pm

Rolex Fan Walk/Autograph Session

12:30 pm - 3:00 pm

Race - CTSCC - 2 hours 30 minutes

4:00 pm - 6:45 pm

Race - Rolex Series - 2 Hours 45 mins

Sunday, August 11, 2013
8:30 am - 9:00 am

Warm Up - ALMS (All Classes)

9:25 am - 10:10 am

Race #2 - IMSA Lites

10:45 am - 11:30 am ALMS Autograph session
11:00 am - 11:45 am

Race #2 - GT3 Cup

2:00 pm - 4:45 pm

Race - Orion Energy Systems
245 at Road America for ALMS
(Round 6) - 2 Hours 45 Minutes

2013 ALMS Schedule
16 March

Twelve Hours of Sebring, Sebring, FL

20 April

Long Beach Grand Prix, CA

11 May

Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, Monterey, CA

6 July

Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, CT

21 July

Canadian Tire Motorsport Park, Canada

11 August

Road America, Elkhart Lake, WI

31 August

Baltimore Grand Prix, Baltimore, MD

21 September Circuit of the Americas, Austin, TX
5 October

Virginia International Raceway, Danville, VA

19 October

Petit Le Mans, Road Atlanta, GA

ALMS TV and Online Schedule
Sat. Aug 10

ESPN3.com 	Live Qualifying
(9:40 am – 11:00 am EDT)

Sun. Aug 11 ESPN3.com Live Streamed Race
		Coverage
		
(2:00 pm – 5:00 pm EDT)
Sun. Aug 11 ABC
		

Televised Race Coverage 		
(3:00 pm – 5:00 pm EDT)
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Fan
Favorites
BMW

55
56

Auberlen/Martin
D.Müller/Edwards
Michelin
BMW Team RLL
BMW Z4 GTE

Smartphone
scan
code
here
The shape of things to come?
Check out this in-car of BMW
power on the Daytona road course.

HPD - HONDA

6

Graf/Luhr
Michelin
Muscle Milk Pickett Racing • HPD ARX-03a

LOLA MAZDA

16

Burgess/McMurry
Michelin
Dyson Racing Lola B12/60 Mazda

HPD - HONDA

01
02

Sharp/Cosmo
Michelin
van Overbeek/Brown
Extreme Speed Motorsports • HPD ARX-03b

P1 CLASS

CORVETTE

3
4

Magnussen/Garcia
Michelin
Gavin/Milner
Corvette Racing • Chevrolet Corvette C6 ZR1

PORSCHE

17

Henzler/Sellers
Falken
Team Falken • Porsche 911 GT3 RSR

PORSCHE

06

Long/Kimber-Smith
Michelin
CORE autosport • Porsche 911 GT3 RSR

P2 CLASS
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SRT - VIPER

91
93

Goossens/Farnbacher
Michelin
Wittmer/Bomarito
SRT Motorsports • SRT Viper GTS-R

PORSCHE

48

Miller/Holzer
Michelin
Paul Miller Racing • Porsche 911 GT3 RSR

FERRARI

62

Malucelli/Beretta
Michelin
Risi Competizione • Ferrari F458 Italia

GT CLASS
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