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The official schedule says that 
this is the third race of the 2013 
American Le Mans Series. But for 
Dyson Racing, the 2011 ALMS P1 
champions, the season essentially 
starts here at Mazda Raceway 
Laguna Seca.

After problems at Sebring and 
Long Beach, the Dyson Team and 
co-drivers Chris Dyson and Guy 
Smith look to start making up lost 
ground here at Mazda’s home track.

The Dyson Lola is powered by a 
2.0-liter turbocharged Mazda MRZ-R 
engine prepared by Advanced 
Engine Research (AER).

One of the most successful and 
popular teams in American sports 
car history, the Poughkeepsie, New 
York-based Dyson Racing squad 
is built on a strong foundation of 
experience and continuity. Several 
key team members have been with 
the team more than 20 years. 

Team manager Michael White is 
in his 18th season with the blue and 
white. 

That longevity is invaluable 
in quickly returning the team to 
championship form.

In 2012, Dyson struggled with a 
competitor’s massive “ultra wide” 
front tire package. Dyson changed 
shoes for 2013, returning to Michelin 
after a three-year stretch, for its 
popular Lola Mazda.  

That is not a minor change. 
Changing tires means reestablishing 
the car’s set-up. “We use our 
experience to work out suspension 
geometry, aerodynamics, kinematics 
and driver inputs,” said Dyson 
car chief Vince Wood. “The tire 
talks to the car. As you build your 
understanding, you get a knock-on 
effect and can be more confident in 
making bigger and bigger changes.” 

“You always drive to the minimum 
available level of grip and that is how 
you edge up on the limit,” said Chris 
Dyson. “I think you know pretty 
quickly what the tire likes and how 
it builds its grip and how it accepts 
loads.”

“The tires are symmetrical now 
and the fundamentals are all very 
good,” continued Dyson. 

“The tires are very stiff, very 
robust and durable. The grip is 
very progressive, it is not peaky 
and over the course of a fuel tank 
run, you are not really worried 

about degradation. That was our 
experience when we were running 
the Michelins the last time (2009) 
and it is nice to know that some 
things have not changed.”

Taking on this level of competition 
is a tall order. Dyson goes up against 
archrivals Muscle Milk Pickett 
Racing with 2012 champions Lucas 
Luhr and Klaus Graf and the 2012 
FIA World Endurance Champions 
from Rebellion Racing with F1 
veterans Nick Heidfeld and Neel 
Jani. 

Still, despite limited track time, the 
Dyson Lola was impressively quick 
in Long Beach qualifying as Guy 
Smith qualified second.  

The hilly 2.238-mile circuit here 
at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca 
has brought success for the Dyson 
team in recent years. Smith has 
captured the pole in each of the past 
two seasons and the team clinched 
the ALMS manufacturer, team and 
driver championships here in 2011.

Rob and Chris Dyson have built 
a winning racing team that has 
endured many challenges bigger 
than a few tough races. 

They became one of the most 
successful teams in American racing 
and have continued that success 
because, over the test of time, they 
have consistently done what winners 
do. They win. 
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CHRIS DYSON



3Rail birds claim that there are horses for 
courses and it seems nearly every golfer, 
sports team, driver or team has a bogey 
course, track, stadium or arena - a place 
where things just don’t seem to click.

Since Corvette Racing’s switch to the ALMS 
GT class, for them that place has been Mazda 
Raceway Laguna Seca. 

The team’s Engineering Director, Doug 
Louth, noted last year that Mazda Raceway 
Laguna Seca had been the team’s toughest 
event.  

Things took a dramatic change in 2012 
as the Michigan-based squad laid down an 
impressive 1-2 finish to take a big step toward 
claiming the 2012 ALMS manufacturer, team 
and driver championships.

In 2012, Corvette Racing’s Oliver Gavin 
and Tommy Milner arrived in Monterey on 
a roll, having bagged their first win at Long 
Beach. They took a solid win, and with Jan 
Magnussen storming from fifth to second 
place after taking the hand-off from Antonio 
Garcia at the last pit stop, Corvette banished 
the bogey.

Louth credited changes from the previous 
year, including the work by Michelin and 
the Corvette team engineers to arrive at 
a baseline setup that allowed the team to 
run well in every session and adapt to the 
changing conditions.

Running the proven combination 
that took them to four race wins and the 
championships in 2012, Gavin/Milner and 
Corvette opened defense of their ALMS 
championships with a win at the Twelve 
Hours of Sebring.  

But it is BMW Team RLL and drivers Bill 
Auberlen and Maxime Martin who arrive with 
a fresh win in their pockets, as the new BMW 
Z4 GTE rolled to a 1-2 finish at Long Beach.

The introduction of the new BMW Z4 GTEs 
and a switch to MICHELIN® tires means 
the cars and RLL Team are still early in the 
development process as they arrive at the 
notoriously fickle Monterey circuit.

The new BMWs are already in the winner’s 
circle. The SRT Vipers have led each of the 
last three ALMS events. Risi Competizione 
Ferrari returns along with the Falken and 
Miller Racing Porsches, and new entries 
include the CORE autosport Porsche and the 
West/AJR Ferrari. 

That means Corvette will be hard pressed 
to match last year’s result. 

But, the platform Corvette Racing 
developed last year remains and so does the 
confidence that comes with winning at your 
most difficult circuit.

Those lessons are not forgotten, and just 
as boxers are told they must beat the champ 
to become the champ, the battle lines are 
drawn. 

That’s Competition
The 2013 ALMS GT best laps at Long Beach show the top five 
cars separated by only 0.074 of a second on a 79.5-second lap.  
All ten cars were within 0.973 second. In percentage terms, the 
gap from first to fifth was one tenth of one percent. 

# Car Drivers Fastest Lap Gap Tire

4 Corvette Gavin/Milner 1:19.511 – Michelin

91 SRT Viper Goossens/Farnbacher 1:19.545 0.034 Michelin

55 BMW Auberlen/Martin 1:19.564 0.053 Michelin

3 Corvette Magnussen/Garcia 1:19.571 0.060 Michelin

93 SRT Viper Bomarito/Wittmer 1:19.585 0.074 Michelin

56 BMW Muller/Hand 1:19.619 0.108 Michelin

62 Risi Ferrari Beretta/Malucelli 1:19.669 0.158 Michelin

17 Falken Porsche Henzler/Sellers 1:20.032 0.521 Falken

23 West/AJR Ferrari Sweedler/Bell 1:20.330 0.819 Yokohama

48 Miller Porsche Miller/Holzer 1:20.484 0.973 Michelin
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The ALMS GT shark tank 
becomes even more crowded 
this week as CORE autosport 
debuts its #06 Porsche 911 GT3 
RSR, driven by aces Patrick 
Long and Tom Kimber-Smith.

Long has 23 American Le 
Mans Series career wins, three 
GT driver co-championships 
and a pair of victories at the 
24 Hours of Le Mans. Kimber-
Smith is a three-time Le Mans 
winner. 

After taking the 2011 and 2012 
ALMS PC championships, Jon 
Bennett’s CORE autosport team 
continues with Colin Braun and 
Bennett in a single PC entry 
plus adding a support class GT3 
Porsche. 

Bennett and Braun won the 
PC class at Long Beach and 
CORE are second in the PC class 
championship.

Entering the ALMS GT 
competition is not for the 
faint of heart. BMW, Corvette, 
SRT Viper and Aston Martin 
currently campaign factory-
supported GT teams in the 
ALMS or at Le Mans.

Porsche and Ferrari operate 
in a different style, selling cars 
to top independent teams and 
assigning factory drivers and 
engineers for support.

The appearance of a third GT 
class Porsche, in addition to 
the Falken Porsche with Wolf 
Henzler and Bryan Sellers, and 
the Paul Miller Racing Porsche 

of Bryce Miller and Marco 
Holzer bolsters the Porsche 
ranks. Long, Henzler and Holzer 
are official Porsche factory team 
drivers.

Porsche has recently 
suggested that it is considering 
a factory team entry in the 
newly merged United Sports Car 
Racing (USCR) series in 2014. 

A strong performance by 
CORE in 2013 may help their 
bid to secure a factory tie-up. In 
addition to the ALMS PC and GT 
entries, CORE has also added a 
Porsche GT3 spec series entry 
to help Bennett gain track time 
and Porsche experience. 

“This year is a bit of a 
transition for us; with the 
unified series, things are going 
to be changing quite a bit,” said 
Bennett. 

“We’re trying to figure out 
what path is best for us in the 
long term. Our team has a 
dream of one day going to Le 
Mans, so one of the attractive 
parts of the GT program is 
that it’s a class that’s clearly 
coordinated with the ACO and 
the rules package at Le Mans.”

After lining up Long, Kimber-
Smith and the necessary 
Porsche GT equipe’, Bennett and 
team manager Morgan Brady 
still had a major hurdle to clear. 

Despite a friendly relationship 
with Bennett and CORE as 
it dominated the PC class, 
securing Michelin as a technical 

partner for the GT entry was by 
no means a given. The GT class 
in ALMS, WEC and at Le Mans 
features open tire competition. 

Michelin was reluctant to have 
its latest, highly proprietary GT 
tires sharing a CORE paddock 
and pit box with engineers 
from two rival tire companies 
(Yokohama spec tires on the 
GT3 class and Continental, now 
in its first season, as the PC spec 
tire) prior to the 2014 launch of 
the merged new United Sports 
Car Racing series. 

With all of Long’s wins and 
championships having been 
scored with Porsche and 
Michelin, working with another 
tire maker would mean a 
steeper learning curve at a time 
when the team is determined to 
quickly showcase its potential. 

During the winter, Michelin 
motorsports leaders worked 
with Bennett, Long and Brady to 
craft an acceptable solution. 

“Certainly, coming in with a 
known quantity like Michelin is 
a huge help,” said Long. 

“It means we have no 
concerns on the tire side. We 
know we have the speed and 
reliability that the front-runners 
have. 

“People underestimate how 
important those four contact 
patches are. 

“You could have a perfect car, 
but if the tires aren’t working, 
it’s all for nothing.”

Heading to the Corkscrew 
here at Mazda Raceway 
Laguna Seca with just two laps 
remaining in the 2012 ALMS 
race, Colin Braun was closing 
in on PC class leader Bruno 
Junqueira. 

As they headed down the 
Corkscrew, the two quickly 
caught a slower car. Junqueira 
went right, only to be slightly 

blocked, and Braun moved 
left as the pair split to pass the 
GTC Porsche heading down 
the hill.

Braun got his nose in front 
at the right-hander and pulled 
away to claim his first ALMS 
victory and the first as a driver 
for team owner Jon Bennett.  
You can see the replay here by 
scanning the QR code:
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After leading each of the past 
three ALMS races (Petit Le Mans 
2012 and Sebring and Long 
Beach in 2013) the SRT Vipers 
are looking to score their first 
ALMS GT victory in 13 years 
in Monterey. Viper’s Dominik 
Farnbacher claimed the pole and 
co-drove with Marc Goossens 
for a podium at Long Beach. 
Viper won back to back in 1999 
and 2000 and scored their last 
ALMS win in December, 2000 at 
Adelaide, Australia. 

TaKE TWO
So much for the theory that the 2013 season is a 
development year.  Two races. That is how long 
it took the BMW Team RLL to put the saucy new 
BMW Z4 GTEs atop the ALMS GT board at Long 
Beach. They weren’t alone. Scott Sharp and 
his powerful Extreme Speed Motorsports team 
matched that with a 1-2 finish in just the team’s 
second race in the P2 class.

Toyota became the 15th auto maker 
to claim a MICHELIN® GREEN X® 
Challenge as the Rebellion Racing 
Toyota finished second in the Long 
Beach Grand Prix race and first in 
the Prototype category of America’s 
premier environmental motorsports 
competition. 

alley Live
www.michelinalley.com 
Keep up to date with the 
latest in the American Le 
Mans Series with Michelin 
Alley online -  featuring 
race insights, interviews, 
videos, photos and 
highlights from all 2013 
ALMS events.  

seal the 
deal

 “I’ve lost seven pounds.”
Corvette Racing championship driver Tommy Milner doing his part to 
off-set the extra 33 pounds (15 kg) his team now has to carry under 
performance balancing. No word yet on co-driver Oliver Gavin’s weight, 
but as a marathon runner he can’t have much baggage left to lose. 

Passports 
ready
Next stop for a number of top ALMS 
teams and drivers is the 24 Hours 
of Le Mans.  Heading to France are 
pairs of cars from Corvette, SRT 
Viper and Rebellion, and single 
entries from Level 5 and Dempsey. 
In addition, a number of drivers will 
be competing for different teams, 
including Lucas Luhr, Tom Kimber-
Smith, Alex Popow, Olivier Beretta, 
Bill Auberlen, Wolf Henzler and 
Cooper MacNeil. Keep track of the 
excitement of  Le Mans by checking 
in at www.michelinalley.com  and 
follow us on Twitter @michelinalley.

41, 42, 43?
Baseball fans will note that 2013 Long 
Beach winner Lucas Luhr arrives at 
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca in Jackie 
Robinson territory, with 42 wins in his 
uber-successful ALMS career. That ties 
him with Risi Ferrari’s Olivier Beretta 
as the all-time ALMS leader.  Luhr 
co-drives the defending Monterey and 
ALMS series champion Muscle Milk 
Pickett Racing Honda with Klaus Graf. 
He has six wins here in three different 
classes (P1, P2, GT) – little wonder 
that he hopes to leave in Richard Petty 
territory with #43.
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Live streamed coverage of the American Le 
Mans Series Monterey at Mazda Raceway Laguna 
Seca and qualifying can be viewed on ESPN3.com 
with TV coverage on ESPN2, Sunday, May 12 at 
4:00 pm (EDT). 

The full broadcast will be available on demand 
on ESPN3.com for three weeks and on ALMS.com 
after that.

aLMs TV and Online schedule 

Fri. May 10 ESPN3.com   Live Qualifying  
(7:35pm – 9:00pm EDT)

Sat. May 11 ESPN3.com  Live Streamed Race 
  Coverage  
  (6:15 pm – 10:30 pm EDT)

Sun. May 12 ESPN2 Televised Race Coverage   
  (4:00 pm – 6:00 pm EDT)

Thursday, May 9, 2013 

5:00 pm - 5:30 pm  Test Session - ALMS (P1/P2/PC) 

5:30 pm - 6:30 pm  Test Session - ALMS (All Classes) 

6:30 pm - 7:00 pm  Test Session - ALMS (GT/GTC) 

Friday, May 10, 2013 

9:05 am - 9:35 am  Qualifying - GT3 CUP

10:00 am - 10:45 am  Race #1 - Mazda MX-5 Cup

11:00 am - 12:00 pm  Practice #1 - ALMS (All Classes) 

1:30 pm - 2:00 pm  Race #1 – Prototype Lites 

2:25 pm - 3:10 pm  Race #1 - GT3 Cup 

3:25 pm - 4:25 pm  Practice - ALMS (All Classes) 

4:35 pm - 4:50 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (GTC) 

4:55 pm - 5:10 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (GT) 

5:20 pm - 5:35 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (PC) 

5:40 pm - 5:55 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (P1/P2) 

saturday, May 11, 2013 

8:40 am - 9:25 am  Race #2 - Mazda MX-5 Cup 

9:40 am - 10:05 am  Warm Up - ALMS (All Classes) 

10:30 am - 11:15 am  Race #2 – Prototype Lites

12:30 pm - 1:15 pm  ALMS Autograph Session

12:55 pm - 1:40 pm  Race #2 - GT3 Cup 

3:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Race - American Le Mans 
Monterey for the ALMS  
Round (3) - 4 hours

16 March   Twelve Hours of Sebring, Sebring, FL

20 April  Long Beach Grand Prix, CA

11 May Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, Monterey, CA

6 July  Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, CT

21 July  Canadian Tire Motorsport Park, Canada

11 August  Road America, Elkhart Lake, WI

31 August  Baltimore Grand Prix, Baltimore, MD

21 September Circuit of the Americas, Austin, TX

5 October  Virginia International Raceway, Danville, VA

19 October  Petit Le Mans, Road Atlanta, GA

Weekend schedule

2013 aLMs schedule
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 FERRaRi

Malucelli/Beretta Michelin
Risi Competizione • Ferrari F458 Italia
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Heidfeld/Jani Michelin
Rebellion Racing • Lola B12/60 Toyota
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 P2 CLass

Auberlen/Martin Michelin
D.Müller/Edwards
BMW  Team RLL •  BMW Z4 GTE

55
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 sRT - ViPER

 gT CLass

Goossens/Farnbacher Michelin 
Wittmer/Bomarito 
SRT Motorsports • SRT Viper GTS-R

91
93

 PORsCHE

 HPD - HOnDa

 P1 CLass

Henzler/Sellers Falken
Team Falken • Porsche 911 GT3 RSR  

Graf/Luhr Michelin
Muscle Milk Pickett Racing • HPD ARX-03a  

 HPD - HOnDa

Sharp/Cosmo Michelin
van Overbeek/Brown 
Extreme Speed Motorsports • HPD ARX-03b  
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Dyson/Smith
Michelin

Dyson Racing 
Lola B12/60 Mazda

Check out great video into 
the life of a race car mechanic 

from Dyson Racing 

smartphone 
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 CORVETTE

Magnussen/Garcia 
Gavin/Milner Michelin
Corvette Racing • Chevrolet Corvette C6 ZR1

3
4

 PORsCHE

Miller/Holzer Michelin
Paul Miller Racing • Porsche 911 GT3 RSR
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