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...And the Italians, Germans, 
Danes, Brits, Swiss, French, 
Portuguese, Mexicans, Americans, 
Venezuelan, Brazilian, Canadian, 
Japanese, Russian, Argentine, 
Austrian, Finn, Swedish, Thai, Kiwi 
and South African drivers, too.

As the cars and stars of the FIA 
World Endurance Championship 
arrive at the Circuit of The Americas 
for the fifth stop of the 2013 WEC 
season, the paddock will fill with the 
sounds of exotic cars and the voices 
of drivers and crews from around the 
world. 

By definition, Endurance 
Sportscar racing at places like the 
24 Hours of Le Mans is a total test of 
man and machine. 

 The rules provide for a great range 
of cars and technologies and the 
drivers and teams have become so 
strong that they turn each event, 
including the six-hour race here 
Sunday at COTA, into an aggressive 
sprint.

While the names of the car 
manufacturers are familiar; Audi, 
Toyota, Nissan, Honda, Porsche, 
Ferrari, Corvette, Lotus and Aston 
Martin, the technologies in WEC 
prototypes most certainly are not.

Audi has claimed success with 
its latest hybrid prototype, the Audi 

R18 e-tron Quattro, featuring a 
turbocharged diesel engine linked 
to a flywheel hybrid energy recovery 
system and front mounted electric 
wheel motors. 

Its archrival, Toyota, counters with 
a Toyota TS030 Hybrid incorporating 
a V8 gasoline powered engine mated 
to an ultra-capacitor hybrid.  

Developing and promoting new 
technologies for future consumer 
vehicles draws the latest innovations 
from the companies’ respective 
R&D centers, designers, engineers 
and suppliers. New rules for 2014 
will limit energy and even further 
encourage new technologies.

The Rebellion Toyota team, 
winners of the 2012 ALMS Petit 
Le Mans race, relies on a more 
conventional Toyota V8. The GT class 
entries from Aston Martin, Porsche, 
Ferrari and Lotus are more closely 
aligned to their latest production 
counterparts.

The drivers represent an ultra-
competitive mix that includes Audi’s 
current Le Mans champions Allan 
McNish of Scotland (pictured on the 
cover) with “Mr. Le Mans,” nine-time 
winner Tom Kristensen of Denmark 
and France’s Loic Duval. 

Toyota’s line-up includes Britain’s 
Anthony Davidson, Switzerland’s 

Sebastien Buemi and Frenchman 
Stephane Sarrazin aboard the factory 
hybrid. F1 refugee Nick Heidfeld of 
Germany co-drives the Rebellion 
Toyota.

Italy’s Giancarlo Fisichella and 
Gianmaria Bruni co-drive the AF 
Corse Ferrari, while Germany’s Joerg 
Bergmeister and Marc Lieb lead the 
factory Porsche charge.

The WEC grid even includes a 
Prost and a Senna with Nicolas Prost 
aboard the Rebellion Toyota and 
Brazil’s Bruno Senna in an Aston 
Martin. 

A pair of American-based Ferrari 
teams, Texan Tracy Krohn and 
the Florida-based 8 Star team for 
Venezuela’s Enzo Potolicchio, 
consider this a home race. 

Americans Kevin Weeda and 
former ALMS champion Chris Dyson 
are entered in the P2 prototype class, 
as are Mexico’s Ricardo Gonzalez 
and Rudy Junco. Also racing closer 
to home will be Canada’s Paul Dalla 
Lana.

With an international field, an 
outstanding new venue, FIA and 
Le Mans organizers teamed to 
oversee everything and “World” and 
“Championship” in the title - that 
means competition in any language.

Unleash the
Scotsman
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Imagine that you have created 
racing series that bring together 
the world’s top Prototypes and 
Production-based GT cars at one 
track, on the same race weekend.

The rules are open and 
encourage a number of different 
manufacturers, car designs, 
engines, tires and even different 
fuels. Welcome to this special 
Sportscar double-header weekend 
at the Circuit of The Americas 
featuring the American Le Mans 
Series (ALMS) and the FIA World 
Endurance Championship (WEC).

Sportscar and endurance racing 
are the most relevant forms of 
motorsport competition. 

Cars are either based on current 
production models from Corvette, 
BMW, Porsche, Ferrari, SRT Viper, 
Aston Martin and Lotus, or reflect 
new technologies and innovations 
being developed through 
prototypes by car makers like Audi, 
Toyota, Nissan, Honda and Mazda. 

GT cars are production-based 
vehicles, homologated through 
the international sanctioning 
organizations. 

Although highly modified for 
safety and performance they 
strongly resemble street cars.

Prototype cars are exotic and 
uniquely designed cars created 
to achieve ultimate performance 
within more open rules that 
permit greater modifications and 
innovation.

Each car has at least two drivers 
who split time behind the wheel 
in Saturday’s two-hour 45-minute 
ALMS race. Sunday’s 6-hour WEC 
race will include two or three 
drivers per car. 

WHAT TO WATCH
Different cars have different performance characteristics. 
Watch to see if a particular car gains or loses ground at the 
entry or exit of the turns, on the straightaways or under 
braking.  Keep an eye on traffic both ahead and behind. 
The top prototypes will typically start catching the slowest 
GT cars after about 10 laps, and will remain in near-con-
stant traffic.

RACE STRATEGIES
With lots of passing opportunities here at COTA, teams 
are likely to use a range of different strategies. Teams must 
start the race on their qualifying tires. ALMS GT teams will 
try to do the race on just two stops. If the first stops take 
place during a caution period, many teams will use the 
chance to change drivers and tires. If so, the second stop 
may see the driver remain in the car and perhaps a fuel-
only stop. The sequence may reverse if the first stops are 
under the green flag. New tires typically do not offer the 
performance advantage sometimes seen in other series.

TRACK POSITION
Cars that have a problem early can try to take advantage 
of caution periods to regain the lead lap and pit strategies, 
restarts and traffic can all come into play. The wide differ-
ence in speeds and performance characteristics creates 
passing on nearly every lap. Once teams reach the window 
for the last round of pit stops (about one-hour remaining), 
look for some to pit so they will gain position if a caution 
period occurs. 

PIT STOPS
Fuel-cell capacity typically means that the Prototypes will 
pit about every 45 to 50 minutes while the GT cars can 
complete a full hour before needing to refuel. Look for 
driver changes on any pit stops after 40 minutes of race 
time. Teams may not work on the car or change tires while 
the car is pitted for refueling, tempting teams to skip a tire 
change and go straight back into action without taking 
tires. 
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With top drivers, crews, engineers and factory entries from BMW, SRT Viper, and 
Corvette, plus top independent teams from Porsche and Ferrari, the American Le 
Mans Series GT class is rightfully considered to be the most competitive class in 
international motorsports. 

In the past six seasons, Ferrari, Porsche, BMW and Corvette have all claimed ALMS 
championships and the mid-season 2012 return of SRT Viper with a full factory 
program has ratcheted the competition up yet again.

Like comedy, success in racing, especially in the production based GT class is often 
a matter of timing. When a new car is introduced, it begins a cycle of development and 
refinement as teams seek out every possible gain, eliminate weakness exposed in real 
world competition and improve both speed and reliability.  

Just

Right
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CORVETTE RACING
Since its launch in the then GT2 

class (now GT) in mid-season 
2009 after it had effectively chased 
away the competition in the more 
powerful GT1 class, Corvette Racing 
has trotted that familiar path with its 
C6.R cars. 

After single victories in each of 
the first three seasons, Corvette 
exploded onto the front line in 2012 
as the pairing of American Tommy 
Milner and Britain’s Oliver Gavin 
teamed for four wins on the way to 
the title. 

That momentum continues in 
2013 as Milner and Gavin currently 
lead the ALMS GT championships 
and have already posted a pair of 
wins. But before they break out 
the victory tequila, they have some 
powerful competition. 

After being snake bit throughout 
2012, their Corvette teammates Jan 
Magnussen of Denmark and Spain’s 
Antonio Garcia have been on the 
move with victories at Monterey and 
most recently at Baltimore. That has 
vaulted the #3 Corvette to within 2 
points of the title lead.  

BMW
Fronting up with fresh models in 

2013 is the BMW Team RLL led by 
Bobby Rahal. The 2010 and 2011 
series champions with M3s, they 
are already double winners in 2013 
with a new Z4 GTE that debuted just 
seven races ago. 

FERRARI
For Ferrari it has been a different 

story, with the snake bites that 
seemed to hit the #3 Corvette team 
in 2012 now striking the Prancing 
Horse. Following a pair of wins, 
including the 2012 season finale 
at Road Atlanta’s Petit Le Mans by 
the Extreme Speed Motorsports 
team, Ferrari seemed poised for a 
championship run in 2013 as the 
ultra-successful Houston-based Risi 
Competizione Ferrari squad made 
its return.

While ESM moved to the P2 
prototype class, the AJR/West Racing 
squad arrived. Meanwhile, Risi led 
into the final hour in the season-
opening Twelve Hours of Sebring, 
but since then a series of racing 
misfortunes has plagued the team. 

SRT VIPER
SRT Motorsports returned to 

ALMS competition in mid-season 
2012 after a decade long hiatus and 
has also made rapid progress up the 
grid. The SRT Vipers have claimed 
three 2013 class poles and a big win 
at the most recent road course, Road 
America. That success has earned 
the first badge of success, a recent 
balance of performance adjustment 
requiring them to add 55 pounds.

PORSCHE
The 2013 ALMS season has not 

been kind to long time sportscar 
stalwart and many time champion 
Porsche. 

Despite a three-pronged effort 
with CORE autosport, Falken and 
Paul Miller Racing teams, Porsche 
enters COTA still seeking its first win 
of the ALMS season. 

Porsche’s loyalists and teams 
eagerly await the ALMS debut of the 
new Porsche 991s that finished 1-2 in 
class at June’s 24 Hours of Le Mans. 

The factory Porsche 991s will 
compete here in Sunday’s FIA World 
Endurance Championship race.

THE RACE
When the ALMS takes to the grid Saturday here at Circuit 

of The Americas, there will be many questions:
•	 Can	Houston’s	ultra-successful	Risi	Competizione	

rebound from a frustrating season with a win here in 
Texas? 

•	 Will	Porsche	rally	for	another	win	in	the	final	season	for	
the current car?

•	 Will	the	SRT	Vipers	shrug	off	the	extra	weight	and	
continue their impressive mid-season run?  

•	 Does	BMW	Team	RLL	continue	its	exceptional	first	
season development pace?

•	 Can	Corvette	continue	its	success	as	it	simultaneously	
races its current C6.R model and develops its sleek new 
C7.R for 2014?
There is only one answer, and with race laps typically 

within a few tenths of a second from first to tenth, this has 
the makings of a classic race. 

EXTENDING THE CYCLE
As a race car model enters its final year, fewer areas 

for improvement remain. 
A model left in the fray just a bit too long often 

sees results decline as focus shifts to developing the 
successor.

So, after just three victories in its first two and one 
half seasons, how to explain Corvette Racing’s eight 
victories in the last sixteen American Le Mans Series 
races?  

The answer is simply finding the peak and executing 
in flawless fashion until help, in the form of the next 
generation Corvette C7.R, arrives. 

So, while it fights off BMW, SRT Viper, Ferrari and 
Porsche for the 2013 ALMS manufacturer, team and 
driver championships, Corvette is already embarking 
on its next step, developing the successor, the new 2014 
Corvette Stingray based  C7.R.

Just

Right
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Crossing the starting line at COTA will be an improvement for the five ALMS 
cars that were taken out of the recent Baltimore race before the green flag. 
Incredibly, all three Porsche GT entries were eliminated as was Houston’s Risi 
Ferrari and Scott Tucker’s Level 5 Honda. Let’s hope that start line crashes are 
one of the few things not bigger in Texas. 

Baltimore GT pole winner Bill Auberlen of BMW 
Team RLL had some interesting comments in the 
post-qualifying presser. “This is our first year with 
Michelin. We raced with other manufacturers 
for several years, but once we got Michelins on 
the car we don’t know how we ever won a race 
with other tires.” Auberlen got plenty of “air time” 
during qualifying (pictured right).

The right tire

Baltimore Traffic jam

Alley Live
www.michelinalley.com 
Keep up to date with the 
latest in the American Le 
Mans Series with Michelin 
Alley online -  featuring 
race insights, interviews, 
videos, photos and 
highlights from all 2013 
ALMS events.  

“Racing in an all-pro GT category that has a reputation 
for being so competitive will certainly help show what 

I’m capable of as a driver.” 
CORE autosport’s Colin Braun of Ovalo, Texas discussing his switch to the team’s  

GT Porsche. He is swapping rides with CORE’s Tom Kimber-Smith.

Mr Le Mans!
Sunday’s WEC 
race here will 
feature one of 
global racing’s 
most celebrated 
champions, 
Denmark’s Tom 
Kristensen. Now 
a nine-time 
winner at the 
24 Hours of Le Mans, the Audi star 
is known in endurance racing as  
“Mr. Le Mans.”  Fans can download 
a pair of great Audi produced 
documentaries called “Truth in 
24” and “Truth in 24 II” free at the 
iTunes store. 

Ah, ShucksTexans can be rightfully proud as 
the compliments roll in from ALMS 
and the FIA World Endurance 
Championship teams, sponsors and 
fans paying their first visits to Austin 
and the Circuit of The Americas. 
Teams and fans are already enjoying 
the Austin area and trading stories 
about their favorite restaurants. The 
world class COTA is the only FIA 
Grade 1 facility in the U.S. 

There were certainly no team orders when Jan 
Magnussen jumped the second place BMW and 
then dove under teammate Tommy Milner’s 
championship leading Corvette to take the lead 
in turn one on a late restart at Baltimore. Team 
leader Doug Fehan has three simple rules for 
his drivers, “Don’t hit anything, stay on the 
track and don’t hit your teammate.” 

Champagne 
Flavor?
With a sixth consecutive race win, 
the Muscle Milk Pickett Racing 
Honda team and driver Klaus 
Graf and Lucas Luhr have already 
clinched the 2013 ALMS P1 titles. 
Wonder if a champagne flavored 
Muscle Milk or maybe a Cytomax 
energy drink is in the works?



American Le Mans Series Circuit of The Americas 
broadcast and digital schedule:

Live streamed coverage of the American Le Mans 
Series Circuit of The Americas and qualifying can be 
viewed on ESPN3.com with TV coverage on ESPN2, 
Sunday, September 22 at 1:00 pm (EDT). 

The full broadcast will be available on demand on 
ESPN3.com for three weeks and on ALMS.com after 
that.

ALMS TV and Online Schedule 

Fri. Sept 20 ESPN3.com   Live Qualifying  
(2:50 pm – 4:10 pm EDT)

Sat. Sept 21 ESPN3.com  Live Streamed Race 
  Coverage  
  (4:45 pm – 7:45 pm EDT)

Sun. Sept 22 ESPN2 Televised Race Coverage   
  (1:00 pm – 3:00 pm EDT)

FIA WEC TV Schedule 

Sun. Sept 22 Fox Sports1 Live Race Coverage   
  (12:00 noon – 6:00 pm EDT)

Friday, September 20, 2013 

8:00 am - 9:00 am  Practice #1 - ALMS (All Classes) 

9:15 am - 10:45 am  Practice #1 - FIA WEC 

11:10 am - 11:40 am  Race #1 - IMSA Lites

12:40 pm - 1:40 pm  Practice #2 - ALMS (All Classes) 

1:50 pm - 2:05 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (GTC) 

2:10 pm - 2:25 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (GT) 

2:35 pm - 2:50 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (PC) 

2:55 pm - 3:10 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (P1/P2) 

3:25 pm - 4:55 pm  Practice #2 - FIA WEC 

5:15 pm - 6:00 pm  Race #1 - GT3 Cup 

Saturday, September 21, 2013 

8:00 am - 8:25 am  Warm Up - ALMS (All Classes) 

8:40 am - 9:40 am  Practice #3 - FIA WEC 

10:05 am - 10:50 am  Race #2 - IMSA Lites 

11:15 am - 12:00 pm  Race #2 - GT3 Cup 

12:00 pm - 12:45 pm  ALMS Autograph Session

1:00 pm - 1:25 pm  Qualifying - FIA WEC (LMGTE) 

1:35 pm - 2:00 pm  Qualifying - FIA WEC (LMP1/LMP2) 

3:45 pm - 6:30 pm  Race - American Le Mans Series 
Presented by Tequila Patrón 
(Round 8) - 2 Hours 45 Minutes 

Sunday, September 22, 2013 

8:30 am - 9:40 am  Pit Walk - FIA WEC 

9:00 am - 9:30 am  Autograph Session - FIA WEC 

11:00 am - 5:00 pm  Race - FIA WEC - 6 Hours 

16 March   Twelve Hours of Sebring, Sebring, FL

20 April  Long Beach Grand Prix, CA

11 May Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, Monterey, CA

6 July  Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, CT

21 July  Canadian Tire Motorsport Park, Canada

11 August  Road America, Elkhart Lake, WI

31 August  Baltimore Grand Prix, Baltimore, MD

21 September Circuit of The Americas, Austin, TX

5 October  Virginia International Raceway, Danville, VA

19 October  Petit Le Mans, Road Atlanta, GA

2013 ALMS Schedule

Catch
ACTION

the
7

Weekend Schedule
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Malucelli/Beretta Michelin
Risi	Competizione	•	Ferrari	F458	Italia
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 P2 CLASS

 SRT - VIPER

 GT CLASS

Goossens/Farnbacher Michelin 
Wittmer/Bomarito 
SRT	Motorsports	•	SRT	Viper	GTS-R

91
93

 BMW

Auberlen/Hand Michelin 
D.Müller/Edwards 
BMW  Team RLL		•	BMW Z4 GTE

55
56

 PORSCHE

 HPD - HONDA

 P1 CLASS

Henzler/Sellers Falken
Team	Falken	•	Porsche	911	GT3	RSR		

Graf/Luhr Michelin
Muscle	Milk	Pickett	Racing	•	HPD	ARX-03a		

 PORSCHE

Long/Braun Michelin 
CORE	autosport	•	Porsche	911	GT3	RSR		

06 HPD - HONDA

Sharp/Lazzaro Michelin
van Overbeek/Brown 
Extreme	Speed	Motorsports	•	HPD	ARX-03b		

01
02

17
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Tucker/Briscoe
Franchitti/Cosmo

Michelin
Level 5 Motorsport 

HPD	ARX-03b

Check out this video review of  
Level 5’s action packed 
weekend at Baltimore.

Smartphone 
scan
code 
here

 HPD - HONDA

551
552

8

 CORVETTE

Magnussen/Garcia Michelin 
Gavin/Milner 
Corvette	Racing	•	Chevrolet	Corvette	C6	ZR1

3
4

 LOLA - MAZDA

Burgess/McMurry Michelin
Dyson Racing Lola B12/60 Mazda

16


