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SRT’S YOUNG GUNS THE RACE TO

THE VIPER BUDDIES • THE FUTURE

IS THIS AMERICA’S NEXT TOP TEAM?
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WHEN YOU TAKE A couple of highly 
talented, quick-witted, personable 
young drivers and put them into a 
storied factory racing team as co-
drivers, the result will be either a tense 
rivalry or a strong friendship. 

Fortunately for the fledgling SRT 
Motorsports Viper GTS-R team, 
Montreal’s Kuno Wittmer, 30, and 
Germany’s Dominik Farnbacher, 

28, formed an instant bond that is 
generating progress for the team, 
the brand and the #91 SRT Viper’s 
development.  

“We met when Kuno came over for 
the Viper ACR (American Club Racer) 
production-car world record lap at 
the Nurburgring last September,” said 
Farnbacher. 

“Kuno Facebooked me and told me 
he would be in town for the record 
tests.”

“Kuno was racing in the Viper 
Cup Series and he helped me at the 
Nurburgring with his experience 
with the Viper and his experience 
on MICHELIN® tires. He helped me 
understand how the Viper downshifts, 
how to treat the car in the corners,” 
said Farnbacher. 

The advice apparently helped as 
Farnbacher took the 2010 Viper ACR 
to the production class mark of 7:12.13 
on the fabled Ring. 

“We’ve been friends ever since,” 
continued Farnbacher. 

“We have similar characteristics and 
sarcasm; we laugh every time we get 
together. Even though we had just met, 
Kuno invited me to his bachelor party 
and his wedding in Montreal.”

Meanwhile, Wittmer is the 
beneficiary of Farnbacher’s American 
Le Mans Series experience, where he 
has four wins.

“Dominik is showing me the ropes 
in the ALMS,” said Wittmer. “He takes 
time to introduce me to the officials, 
teams and other drivers. It is not 
necessary for him to do that, but is 
very helpful and I appreciate it.”

 “We have the same respect for the 
sport and for our families, and we 
share a large group of friends. We are 
a lot alike,” said Wittmer. “Even the 
way Dominik speaks to his father and 
family is the way I speak to mine.” 

“If we are gone from home more 
than a week we both miss our 
families,” agrees Farnbacher. 

“We have dinner together all the 
time, in fact we spend as much time 
together as we can to talk about racing, 
the car, the races. We both really want 
to make this is a big success.”

While the communication with the 
team and each other is in English, each 
has a second language. Farnbacher 
speaks German and English. Wittmer 
is fluent in French and English, but 
holds the trump card.

“He can’t make sarcastic remarks 
about me in German because I speak 
German, too,” said Wittmer.

“He looks younger than me,” laughs 
Farnbacher.  

“Yeah, but he’s got better hair,” 
answers Wittmer. 

“We have the same goal - to win 
races and championships with SRT 
Viper,” said Farnbacher. 

And on that note, both are suddenly 
very serious.

WITTMER & FARNBACHER

VIPER BOYS
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IMAGINE AN EXCITING sporting 

event featuring significant technologies 

that will soon find their way into your 

everyday life. Or a technology developers 

event that is extremely competitive and 

highly entertaining.

Welcome to the American Le Mans 

Series and the MICHELIN® GREEN X® 

Challenge here at the Baltimore Sports 

Car Challenge presented by SRT.

While football, baseball and other 

sports are clearly entertainment, the role 

of motorsports can be, and in the ALMS, 

truly is more than that.

Working with the Green Racing 

group comprised of representatives 

of the U.S. Department of Energy, the 

Environmental Protection Agency, 

SAE International and the sanctioning 

International Motorsports Association, 

the ALMS and MICHELIN GREEN X 

Challenge aggressively promote the 

development of new technologies and 

energies through the rigors of high-level 

international motorsports competition.

“Motorsports can be more than 

entertainment, it can be a tremendous 

platform for the development and 

introduction of new technologies and 

energies,” said Silvia Mammone, Michelin 

motorsports manager.

While motorsports began as a proving 

ground for new technologies and 

innovations, in recent years most forms of 

the sport have morphed into a collection 

of single specification series featuring 

identical or virtually identical cars. The 

rules expressly prohibit innovation.

The ALMS and the organizers of the 

fabled 24 Hours of Le Mans see that 

differently and celebrate competition 

featuring a wide range of different cars, 

engines, energy forms and tires, each 

trying to prove its advantages.

Held as the race within the race at 

every ALMS event, the MICHELIN 

GREEN X Challenge scores each entrant 

based upon its clean, fast and efficient 

performance.

So far in 2012, Audi, Honda, Mazda, 

Nissan and Toyota prototypes have 

been joined by Production-based Aston 

Martin, BMW, Chevrolet Corvette, 

Ferrari, Lotus, Porsche and SRT Vipers in 

ALMS and/or Le Mans competition.

Audi’s turbo-diesel and turbo-diesel/

flywheel hybrids, Toyota’s gasoline/

ultracapacitor hybrid and the radically 

designed Nissan DeltaWing show the 

breadth of innovation. Fuels and energies 

also include E10, E85R, and Isobutanol, 

with LNG proposed for 2013 competition.

The finish of the recent ALMS race 

at Road America, won by the smallest 

engine in the paddock, the four-cylinder 

turbocharged Mazda on Isobutanol by 

0.083 seconds over the Honda Prototype, 

shows that exciting racing and high 

entertainment values are possible with 

an open formula.

“Getting that MICHELIN GREEN X 

Challenge award is more important to us 

than even winning the race,” said John 

Doonan, Director of Mazda Motorsports 

after the team’s MICHELIN GREEN X 

Challenge win last year here at Baltimore. 

“As a small car company we work 

to do things efficiently. That includes 

producing highly efficient small 

displacement engines. Winning the 

MICHELIN GREEN X Challenge is a huge 

deal for us.”

“It is also a big deal for us to score the 

first MICHELIN GREEN X Challenge 

award for Isobutanol,” said Doonan.

To date, 29 of the 70 MICHELIN 

GREEN X Challenge winners have also 

won their respective class on the track.

“Manufacturers, technology developers 

and energy providers are in a global race 

to develop and present new technologies, 

powertrains and efficient energies,” said 

Mammone.  

“The ALMS provides a place to 

accelerate development through the 

rigors of completion and the MICHELIN 

GREEN X Challenge provides a scorecard 

to monitor their performance.”

 Clean
+ Fast 
+ Efficient 
= MICHELIN®

 GREEN X®  
 Challenge score



YOU CAN FILL AN IMAGINARY paddock with the ghosts 
of over-hyped racing teams that never arrived or quickly 
disappeared from the sports car scene.

However, if it is indeed true that the quiet types ultimately 
prevail, then now is a good time to meet Jon Bennett 
(pictured above), the leader of what may well become 
America’s next top team.

The quick, quiet and efficient arrival of Bennett’s CORE 
autosport team follows his success with his Composite 
Resources business. Where some build a successful business 
and then take up racing, for Bennett it was the other way 
around.  He started what became a successful business so 
that he could go racing. Now in just its second season of 
American Le Mans Series competition, Bennett’s CORE 
autosport team has already secured its second consecutive 
ALMS PC Class team championship.  

Getting Started
“No one in my family had an 

interest in race cars, but as a 
six-year-old, I saw a Saturday-
night stock-car race and took it 
all in. Eventually, I started going 
to races with some friends of our 
family.

 “As time went on, I wondered 
what it would take to be a major player and thought of 
generational heroes, Bob Tullius, Al Holbert and Rob Dyson. 
They were all impressive. I had pretty much given up hope 
of that until 1998 and 1999 when our composites company 
started to blossom. I looked at my personal calendar and 
decided it was time to take a shot. I met Morgan Brady (team 

manager) working out at Charlotte gym. I didn’t have any 
cars, tools or a race shop, but he agreed to put it all together. 
That was the critical moment.”

What were your early 
expectations?

“Talking with Morgan, we 
recognized that we can’t control 
the results but we can control the 
process, our presentation and our 
conduct. If we do that well, we 
won’t be so concerned with the 
things we can’t control, like the 
unknowns and racing luck.

“Our approach is to control the process, especially the 
manufacturing, meaning the process to get the cars race 
ready, and the presentation of a competitive race car. We are 
never totally results focused, but we are always very process 
focused. Our group is passionate. We love racing, we are 
focused on preparation and process. We are trying to create 
a CORE family and try to keep it light with lot of jokes, but 
we are very serious about what we do to prepare. I think it 
helps that we are not totally results focused.”

CORE’s New Home
“We learned from our manufacturer composite 

customers that having a nice facility, tools, and 
environment allows our employees to do a better job for 
our clients. It may cost a little more, but it pays off and we 
tried to take the same approach with the race team.

“Our people work very long days; many spend more time 
at the race shop than at home. It is important for them to 

CORE AUTOSPORT4
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have a nice place to work. It makes everyone happier and 
able to do a better job.

“Our CORE autosport facility in Rock Hill, South Carolina, 
(pictured above left) is a symbol of our approach to 
manufacturers and success. When we have new drivers or 
tech partners visit, our facility is a bit of a calling card to 
help express our capabilities.”

Avoiding the Sophomore Slump
“In 2011, we had multiple challenges. We had all new 

equipment, a new facility, new employees and a new 
corporate identity. We worked very hard last year just to 
develop our presentation and learn to work with each other 
under pressure.

“For 2012, our race mechanics did not need to be 
introduced to each other each race. Now, everyone knows 
which drawer the tools are in and how the transporters are 
laid out. 

“This year our only focus is on improving our process and 
our performance and working on some intangibles.”

Jon Bennett as a driver
“I started as a driver in other 

classes, including IMSA Lites, but 
it took a while to understand the 
world stage we have in the ALMS 
and competing wheel-to-wheel 
with cars driven by heroes.

 “All of the drivers in the ALMS 
are very professional and I’ve 
learned a lot. Colin (Braun) is currently coaching me. We 
spend time analyzing the session data and identify areas to 

improve. I work hard to become closer to the lap times that 
Colin and our teammates run.”

The Talent Wars
“Morgan is probably the critical 

factor in our success. His ability 
to pick key people and impressive 
drivers is key. One of the most 
amazing things of the last two 
years is the caliber of people 
coming to work for us. 

“Professionals help attract 
other professionals, the whole thing begins to snowball. It is 
breathtaking, the talent that has joined us or approached us.”

What is Next?
“Our success so far is a little bit unexpected. I’d like to 

think it is sustainable, but racing is a tough business and no 
one really knows what the future holds.

“At the moment, we are chilling. We are in a bit of a holding 
pattern just trying to determine the next step - our belief is 
that if we can continue to have good results that things will 
follow a natural path.

“We would all like to see more cars in the P1 and P2 ranks. 
Part of the problem seems to be that everyone is waiting for 
someone else to make the move.

“One of the unique aspects of our company: Since we 
are brand new, we haven’t built any allegiances to a car 
manufacturer. We would like to become a vendor partner 
with an OEM and develop a mutually beneficial relationship 
and help some outside company in a way that we can grow 
together.”

America’s next

TOP TEAM @



Me? Fast? 
Operating under the 
premise that if some is 
good, more is better and 
too much is just enough, 
ALMS drivers often point 
out how slow their cars 
are on the straightaways 
compared to rivals. 
Ironically, the comments 
are coming from the 
pole and race winners, 
including Porsche 
and BMW drivers. The 
latter’s Jorg Muller noted 
in the winner’s press 
conference at Road 
America that “we can’t 
pass anyone at the end of 
the straightaway.”   

Every time we run the car, we learn 
about it, get miles on it.  We learned 

something here the hard way!

SRT Viper driver Tommy Kendall talks about finishing 
the Road America race with impact with the wall.

DIJYANO?6

After successfully dashing 
from a Saturday morning 
start in one series at 
Montreal, CORE autosport’s 
Alex Popow caught a 
helicopter and private jet 
to Wisconsin for the ALMS 
race that started a few hours 
later. The trip was worth 
it: He and co-driver Tom 
Kimber–Smith took the class 
win. Alex plans to stay close 
to town this week as he is 
leading the ALMS PC driver 
championship with just 
three races remaining.

Way to ride!
Extreme Speed Motorsports Ferrari 
ace Guy Cosmo made a few extra laps 
at Road America aboard his bike and 
raised more than $5000 for the Austin 
Hatcher Foundation and LIVESTRONG 
during the Road America charity ride. 

Young guns!
American Le Mans Series young gun Marco 
Holzer opened some eyes when he took the 
#44 Flying Lizard Porsche to the pole at Road 
America. Holzer, 24, is a Porsche factory driver 
and obviously one of a number of young stars to 
watch in ALMS. Colin Braun, 23, Tommy Milner, 
25, and Kyle Marcelli, 21, already have ALMS 
wins on their growing resumes.

After a mini-crisis at Road America when 
a key concession stand temporarily ran 
out of the famed Wisconsin bratwurst 
shortly before the start of the race, the 
traveling press corps will be pleased 
to hear that Baltimore GP officials are 
confident that race goers need not fear 

a shortage of Maryland crab 
cakes downtown.

Alley Live
www.michelinalley.com 
Follow a live Michelin 
Blog with features, 
race insights, 
interviews, videos, 
photos and highlights 
from all 2012 ALMS 
events.  

NOT AGAIN!
For the third time in four races, 
including Le Mans, Marino Franchitti 
found himself standing by waiting for 
his turn to drive only to have his car 
eliminated from the race before his first 
stint at Road America. The one race he 
did run, Mid-Ohio, turned out quite 
well. Marino and co-driver Rudy Junco 
scored the PC class win there.

Flying
High

Dijyano DID YOU KNOW



17 March   Twelve Hours of Sebring, Sebring, FL

14 April  Long Beach Grand Prix, CA

12 May Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, Monterey, CA

7 July  Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, CT

22 July  Canadian Tire Motorsport Park, Canada

4 August  Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, Lexington, OH

18 August  Road America, Elkhart Lake, WI

1 September  Baltimore Grand Prix, Baltimore, MD

15 September  Virginia International Raceway, Danville, VA

20 October  Petit Le Mans, Road Atlanta, GA

The American Le Mans Series and ABC/ESPN 
continues its broadcast and digital package for the 
2012 ALMS season which involves televising the 
world’s premier sports car series over several ESPN 
programming and media platforms, including ABC, 
ESPN2 and ESPN3.com. 

All ALMS races and qualifying sessions will be 
broadcast live and in their entirety on ESPN3 and for 
viewers outside the U.S., via ALMS.com. 

Live streamed coverage of the Grand Prix of 
Baltimore can be viewed on ESPN3.com with television 
coverage on ABC, Sunday, September 2 from 12:00 – 
2:00 pm (ET). 

The full broadcast will be available on demand on 
ESPN3.com for three weeks and on AmericanLeMans.
com after that.

7NEWS

2012 ALMS Schedule

ALMS TV and Online Schedule 

Fri. August 31 ESPN3.com   Live Qualifying  
(5:00 – 6:20 pm Eastern)

Sat. Sept 1 ESPN3.com   Live Race Coverage  
(4:15 – 6:30 pm Eastern)

Sun. Sept 2 ABC Televised Race Coverage

  (12:00 - 2:00 pm Eastern) 

Friday, August 31, 2012

8:00 am - 8:30 am  Practice #1 - USF2000

8:40 am - 9:10 am  Practice #1 - Star Mazda

9:30 am - 10:00 am  Practice #1 - IndyCar Group A

10:00 am - 10:30 am  Practice #2 - IndyCar Group B (All Cars)

10:50 am - 11:50 am  Practice #1 - ALMS (All Classes)

12:10 pm - 12:55 pm  Practice #1 - Indy Lights

1:15 pm - 1:45 pm  Qualifying - USF2000

1:55 pm - 2:25 pm  Qualifying - Star Mazda

2:45 pm - 3:45 pm  Practice #3 - IndyCar

4:05 pm - 5:05 pm  Practice #2 - ALMS (All Classes)

5:10 pm - 5:25 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (GTC)

5:27 pm - 5:42 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (GT)

5:48 pm - 6:03 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (PC)

6:05 pm - 6:20 pm  Qualifying - ALMS (P1/P2)

Saturday, September 1, 2012

8:00 am - 8:40 am  Practice #2 - Indy Lights

9:00 am - 10:00 am  Practice #4 - IndyCar

10:20 am - 10:45 am  Warm Up - ALMS (All Classes)

11:05 am - 11:45 am  Qualifying - Indy Lights

12:05 pm - 1:20 pm  Qualifying - IndyCar Fast Six

1:30 pm - 2:15 pm  ALMS Driver Autograph Session

1:45 pm - 2:15 pm  Race #1 - USF2000 

2:35 pm - 3:05 pm  Race #1 - Star Mazda 

4:30 pm - 6:30 pm  Race - Baltimore Sports Car   
 Challenge presented by SRT for the  
 ALMS (Round 8) - 2 hours

Weekend Schedule

Catch
ACTION

the



LOLA

Plowman/ 
Heinemeier Hansson
Dunlop
Conquest Endurance
Morgan-Nissan

37

Fan Favorites

Graf/Luhr
Michelin
Muscle Milk Pickett Racing
HPD ARX-03a

Scan below to watch the watch 
the Muscle Milk HPD ARX-03a 
in action around Canadian Tire 
Motorsport Park.
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FERRARI

Sharp/van Overbeek
Brown/Cosmo
Michelin
Extreme Speed Motorsports
Ferrari 458 Italia

01
02

LOLA / MAZDA

Dyson/Smith
Marsal/Lux
Dunlop 
Dyson Racing 
Lola B12/60 & Lola B11/66

16
20

BMW

Auberlen/J. Müller
Hand/D. Mueller
Dunlop
BMW Team RLL
BMW E92 M3

55
56

CORVETTE

Magnussen/Garcia 
Gavin/Milner
Michelin
Corvette Racing
Chevrolet Corvette C6 ZR1

3
4

SRT VIPER

Wittmer/Farnbacher
Goossens/Kendall
Michelin
SRT Motorsports
SRT Viper GTSR

91
93

Smart 
phone scan 
code here

GT CLASS

PC CLASS

P2 CLASS

P1 CLASS

PORSCHE

Neiman/Holzer
Bergmeister/Long
Michelin
Flying Lizard Motorsports
Porsche 911 GT3 RSR

44
45

ORECA

Richard/Ende
Michelin 
Dempsey Racing 
Oreca FLM09

25


